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Russian-Jordan meeting concludes 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson 

week woiS* 1 bea^ ruifcf to tnrfnria all domains of cooperatum. Prince 
Hassaa also voiced hope that aO agreements and protocols signed 
between the two sides will be fully implemented. He said that the 
objective of banking cooperation and cooperation between business- 
men is common investment in export-oriented projects. In the final 
statement issued at the end of the Jordan-Rusaan meeting, six 
protocols were signed between the two countries to enhance coopera- 
tion and called for a joint governmental committee to enhance 
economic, scientific and technical development. Russian First Deputy 
Prime Minister Vladimir Chomiko left Amman Tuesday taking a tetter 
from His Majesty King Hussein to Russian Preskteot Boris Yeltsin in 
answer to the message die King received from the Russian president. 
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King opens Parliament with call for support of peace 

Full peace impossible without Jerusalem 0 Arab League Charter needs change 0 Government 
committed to fostering democracy , administrative reforms , economic progress and services 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday 
opened the 12th Parliament 
with a call on the lawmakers 
to strongly support Jordan’s 
quest for a negotiated settle- 
ment with Israel and to exert 
collective efforts to make a 
success of the Kingdom’s 
democratisation. 

The King, addressing a 
joint session of the appointed 
40-member Upper House 
(Senate) and die 80-member 
Lower House elected on 
Nov. 8, outlined the govern- 
ment's political and economic 
programmes on the external 
and internal fronts. 

Wearing the traditional 
black and gold embroidered 
military uniform, the King 
told the lawmakers in his 
Speech from, the Throne: 
“The issue of peace has en- 
tered a new stage requiring us 
to take a strong stand stem- 
ming from our national unity, 
from our constant positions 
rooted in international legi- 
timacy and from our un- 
wavering determination to 
achieve a just, durable and 
honourable peace ... 

“Such peace would be 
based on.the restoration of all 
our rights, would guarantee 
the legitimate rights of our 
Palestoriah brethren on their 
national so3 and would pro- 
vide security and peace to all. 
die states and people's in our 
region,” said the King in his 
one-hour speech. 

The address followed a col- 
ourful military ceremony at 
the domed Parliament House 
in die heart of the capital 



Scenes from Tuesday opening of the 12th Jordanian Parliament by His Majesty King Hussein (photos by Yousef AI ’Allan) 

The Monarch, a descen- 


with a guard of honour as 21 
guns boomed out a tradition- 
al salute to the Monarch.. 

The. King reiterated Jor- 
dan’s support for die Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and the Sept. 13 
accord it signed with Israel 
“through its own free choice 
... thus bearing a historic 
responsibility.” 

Noting that Jordan delayed 
its own agenda with Israel 
until after the PLO signed its 
own accord with the Jewish 


state, the King said the King- 
dom was taking “foolproof, 
wisely-regulated steps % ’ to- 
wards a peace settlement 
“confident in the ability of 
our government, of your 
assembly, and of our 
courageous people to face the 
challenges of the future nego- 
tiating phase.” 

But, the King warned, a 
“just and comprehensive 
peace will not be realised and 
completed until Jerusalem 
becomes the city of peace.” 


dent of the Prophet Moham- 
mad, vowed that “we will 
recognise no sovereignty over 
: that of 
and re-. - 

a “non- 

poKtical’ pan-Arab body rep- 
resenting all the seven sects 
of Islam to supervise the holy 
shrines in Jerusalem. 



“We pledge our support to 
this body with all the means 
at our disposal and we pledge 
not to cede or give up our 
religious and historical re- 
sponsibilities in Jerusalem 
and towards Al Awqaf and 
Islamic, holy places in Pales- 
tine,' 1 said tne King. 

The King called for a dia- 
logue among Muslims, 


See page 4 for frill text of the King’s Speech from the Throne 


Christians and Jews to work 
out a formula to address the 
three faith’s concerns over 
their links to Jerusalem. 

The Monarch said the gov- 
ernment remained -commit- 
ted to settling inter-Arab dif- 
ferences. "Our faith in the 
unity of this (Arab) Nation 
and in future generations re- 
quires us to seek to revive 
mutual confidence among 
Arab brethren, to transcend 
the obstacles and shortcom- 
ings which have beset the 


course of Arab solidarity, to 
renounce quarrels and dis- 
agreements and to reinstate 
amity and mutual under- 
standing,” the King said. 

The King- also -called for 
amendments to the charter of 
the Arab League saying the 
changes were needed to 
“achieve a greater measure 
of cooperation and coordina- 
tion among all Arab States.” 

Addressing the assembly of 
mostly conservative, pro- 
establishment politicians and 


tribal leaders who won the 
Kingdom's first multi-party 
elections since 1936, the King 
called for collective efforts 
“to make our democratic sys- 
tem a model acceptable to 
our (Arab) Nation and re- 
garded by as a source of 
respiration.” 

On the government’s inter- 
nal policies, the King reaf- 
firmed continued support for 
the Armed Forces, “our 
country’s shield and security 
and ... a source of pride ana 
admiration to us all.” 

The Monarch pledged that 
the government would con- 
tinue its moves to replace 
outdated, legislation and 
administrative reforms while 
upholding total respect for 
the judiciary as an indepen- 
dent authority. 

Paying tribute to “most 
newspapers” for adhering to 
the new Press and Publica- 
tion Law, the King said the 
government information 
media, including television, 
would seek to further extend 
its coverage to Europe and 
the Americas. 

The government will also 
seek to expand postal and 
communication services and 
to offer them to rural regions 
and will also upgrade and 
modernise education. 

The government, has also 
made major strides in addres- 
sing the economic problems 
of Jordan, the Kmg said, 
referring to reduced budget 
deficits and increased local 
revenues, success in resche- 
duling foreign debts and res- 
tructuring the Kingdom's 
monetary policies over the 
four years (see story 
r). 
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Majali weighs his options on 
Cabinet and confidence vote 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — While recent 
indications were that Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
would only introduce a mini- 
mum reshuffle to his cabinet 
before seeking the confi- 
dence of the 80-member 
Lower House of Parliament, 
official sources now say that 
Dr. Majali might still resign 
and be reappointed to head a 
new government that wonld 
take into account the diffe- 
rent political trends in Parlia- 
ment. 

According to well-in- 
formed sources. Dr. Majali is 
assured of retaining his post 
as prime minister but has the 
choice of either making a 
limited reshuffle of his gov- 
ernment, which would ex- 
clude parliamentarians, or 
from, a government that 
•would try' to gain the confi- 
dence of the different par- 
liamentary blocs ot the - 
House by meeting some of 
their - demands or including 
some of them..' 

The government is consn- 
totionauv required to ask the 
House for a vote of confi- 
dence no later than 30 days 
after the House convenes. 

Dr. Majali, according to 


parliamentarians, will have to 
use the time left to him to 
improve his standing with de- 
puties in the House who have 
already pledged that the Ma- 
jali government will not find 
'the task of gaining the 
House's confidence an easy 
one. 

Several measures adopted 
by this government, especial- 
ly the introduction of the 
controversial one-person, 
one-vote fonnula in tne elec- 
tions, placed it headlong 
against political parties, espe- 
cially the Islamic Action 



tion law. 

The premier, according to 
the sources, will also be con- 
sidering whether to seek the 
confidence of the House 
based on His Majesty King 
Hussein's Speech from the 
Throne or formulate a sepa- 
rate government policy state- 
ment. 

Official sources say that 
the premier is leaning closer 
to forming a new government 
with prominent political per- 
sonalities, who, if not actual- 
ly members of the House, 
have enough credibility with, 
the parliamentary blocs to 
secure him a vote of confi- 


dence. 

The Islamic Action Front 
bloc (16-18 members) is the 
only parliamentary bloc that 
has so Car publicly declared 
that it will not give Dr. Ma- 
jah’s cabinet a vote of confi- 
dence because of its pro- Mid- 
dle East peace-policy. 

Other parliamentary blocs, 
according to the sources, 
have placed conditions on 
their final decision to grant or 
deny confidence, including a 
demand for a substantive 
change in the government 
especially in the senior min- 
isterial posts of information- 
and foreign affairs. 

The majority of the new 
deputies, according to obser- 
vers, will not challenge the 
government’s policy on the 
peace process and the King- 
dom's commitment to Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF)-sponsored economic 
adjustment programme. But 
observers expect the new 
House to press the govern- 
ment hard on “bread and 
butter” issues which domin- 
ated the election campaign. 

It is expected that most 
deputies will expect the — 
eminent to seriously ac' 


(Continued on page 3) 


Cabinet endorses 
JD 1.5b budget 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Council of 
Ministers Tuesday approved 
a nearly JD1.5 billion budget 
for fiscal year 1994 envisaging 
a repeat performance of 
domestic revenues covering 
not only current expenditures 
but also part of capital ex- 
penditures, officials said. 

Tbe Cabinet, meeting 
shortly before His Majesty 
King Hussein opened the 
12th Parliament, reviewed 
the budget and endorsed it 
unanimously ahead of pre- 
senting it to the legislature 
for approval next month, the 
officials said. 

No details were available, 
but one official said the 
budget figures "represented a 
continuation of Jordan's suc- 
cess in addressing not only all 
current expenditures but also 
part of capital expenditures 
as the case is for the year 
1993.” 

Fiscal 1992 was foe first 
time in Jordan’s history that 
domestic revenues covered 
current expenditures and part 
of capital expenditures. 

Figures released by foe 
Central Bank of Jordan for 
foe first six months of 1993 
showed that the budget was 


performing well in terms of 
expected local revenues and 
current expenditures. 

Total domestic revenues 
until June 30 were JD384 
million in addition to JD33 
milli on in external aid and 
JD21 milli on in repaid loans, 
while current expenditures 
amounted to JD512 million 
and capital expenditures 
were about JD101 million. 

The 1994 budget reflects an 
overall increase of over 
JD200 million from foe 
JD1.28 billion budget for 
1993, but no figure was avail- 
able on the actual deficit be- 
fore financing. 

The official, who declined 
to be identified, said foe de- 
ficit was “definitely more 
than foe eight per cent before 
financing for foe year 1993” 
as a result of higher alloca- 
tions for infrastructure 
spending and services. 

Noted economist and col- 
umnist Fahed Fanek said tbe 
external aid to Jordan was 
“nominal” during foe current 
fiscal year, but projections 
for 1994 were higher. 

As such, he said, external 
aid should be able to cover 
foe deficit. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Masri elected House speaker 
with more than 70% of votes 


eating Islamic 
(IAF) candi- 
A1 Akafleh. 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Former Prime 
Minister Taher Al Masri 
Tuesday became foe speaker 
of foe Lower House of Parlia- 
ment after defeating Islamic 
Action Front 
date Abdullah 

Mr. Masri achieved his 
landslide victory at a first 
round of secret balloting, 
scoring 57 votes compared to 
the 22 votes that Dr. Akaileb 
received. One ballot was 
empty. 

The IAF 18-member bloc 
suffered a second defeat- 
when its candidate for assis- 
tant speaker Mohammad Al 
.Haj lost his bid to Deputy 
Samih Al Farah at a second 
round of balloting. Mr. Taha 
Habahbeh became first assis- 
tant speaker after winning 35 
votes at foe first round of 
balloting while Mr. Farah 


and Dr. Haj tied, with each 
scoring 30 votes. 

Mr. Farah won 41 votes 
compared to foe 38 votes that 
Dr. Haj received at tbe 
second round of balloting. 
Both Mr. Habahbeh and Mr. 
Farah are close to Al Ahd 
Party which is headed by 
Deputy Abdul Hadi Al Ma- 
jali. 

Independent Islamist 
Abdul Razzao Tube is hat won 
his bid for foe first deputy 
speaker at a second round of 
balloting when he defeated 
Deputy Hashem Al Dabbas 
with a margin of nine votes, 
winning 44 votes. 

Three candidates had origi- 
nally contested tbe position 
but foe deputies went into a 
second round of balloting 
when neither of foe conten- 
ders achieved foe absolute 
majority required by foe in- 
ternal regulations of foe 
House. 


Former Minister of Health 
Mohammad Adoub AI 
Zaben went out of the race 
when he came third with 20 
votes, trailing Mr. Dabbas 
with three votes and Mr. 
Tubeishat with 16. 

Deputy Abed Mousa Nah- 
er was uncontested in his bid 
for foe position of second 
deputy speaker. 

_ T promise you to lead, 
with your help, the serious 
march of your House... to 
emphasise foe importance of 
this position which has 
(great) responsibilities and 
role in foe Jordanian political 
system,” Mr. Masri told de- 
puties after taking the chair- 
manship of foe House's ses- 
sion from Abdul Baqi Jam- 
mo, who chaired foe meeting 
as the oldest deputy before 
of the si 


foe election 


speaker. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Lower House can now boast of five distinct blocs 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In addition to 
foe force parliamentary blocs 
formed last week, a fourth 
coalition of independent de- 
putits Wds announced Mon- 
day, only one day before the 
openine'of the Lower House 
of Parliament. With the Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) par- 
liamentary bloc, foe new 
■ home encompasses five diffe- 
rent bUxs that include 69 


two of whom are Muslim 
Brotherhood members who 
ran independently from foe 
IAF and were earlier ex- 
pected to rejoin foe front's 
ranks. 

Tbeib Abdullah (Amman 


First District) and Abdul Ma- 
jid Al Aqtasn (Amman Sixth 
District) ran in foe elections 


new Woe, presently 
known as foe Independent 
Bloc, groups six deputies, 


independently since they 
were not nominated by foe 
front as its representatives. 

On many occasions before 
and after the elections, IAF 
leaders emphasised that they 
fod not rule out the possibil- 
ity of reintegrating foe two 
deputies into the party's 
ranks, leaving tbe door open 


for future reconciliation. 

The two deputies, who 
seem to have been at odds 
with their colleagues at the 
front, sought other options, 
they said in a recent inter- 
view. 

The new bloc, foe smallest 
in Parliament, includes three 
other independent Islamists 
— former ministers Jamal 
Saraireh (Karak) and Abdul 
Razzak Tubeishat (Irbid), 
Awad Khleifat (Ma'an) — 
and Mahmoud Huweimel 
(Karak). 

The three blocs formed last 
week after intensive consulta- 
tions held directly after foe 
outcome of foe elections was 


announced Nov. 9 are: foe 
Progressive Democratic 
Alliance (PDC), formed on 
Sunday, which includes 22 
leftist, centrist and nationalist 

deputies, and is believed to 
have been formed to support 
foe nomination of Deputy 
Taher AI Masri as foe House 
-speaker; the Jordanian 
National Front (JNF), which 
includes eight deputies who 
belong to four parties — Al 

Yakafoa, Al Watan, foe Jor- 
dan National Alliance and 
foe Party for Progress and 
Justice. (JNF has” named 
Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdeh 
as president and Mohammad 


Tboueb as rapporteur); and 
foe National Action Front 
(NAF), which groups 17 
members and is led by Al 
Ahd Party Secretary General 
Abdul Hadi Al Maiali. The 
group originally included 18 
deputies but Munir Sobar 
Monday withdrew and de- 
cided to join foe PDC. 

The IAF bloc still main- 
tains its 16 deputies but lost 
foe chance of bringing into its 
ranks foe two former mem- 
bers in addition to four other 
independents, including inde- 
pendent Islamist Abdul Baqi 
Gammo who joined the 
NAF s ranks. 


Senate holds hasty session 


By SuhaJr Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The newly- 
appointed Upper House of 
Parliament (Senate) held its 
first session Tuesday and 
hastily went through some of 
foe items on its agenda and 
adjourned to allow foe Lower 
House to convene and elect a 
speaker. 

During foe 25-minute ses- 
sion, Parliament Secretary 
General Saleh Zotri read out 
foe Royal Decrees calling on 
foe Senate to convene, nam- 
ing its members and appoint- 
ing Ahmad Lawzi as speaker. 
Then, foe 40 senators were 
called out by name and each 
was asked to take tbe follow- 
ing oath: “I swear by God 
Almighty to be faithful to the 
King and uphold the Con- 
stitution and serve foe nation 
and carry out foe duties dele- 
gated to me to foe best of my 
ability.” 

A three-member commit- 
tee, comprising of Ahmad 


Obeidat, Kamel Sharif and 
Nasser din Al Assad, was 
elected by acclamation to 
prepare a reply to His Majes- 
ty King Hussein's speech 
from foe Throne, opening foe 
12th Parliament. 

Other issues on foe agen- 
da, which include foe election 
of foe speaker's deputies, 
were deferred to another ses- 
sion to be called for later. 

Mr. Lawzi delivered a 
speech in which he pledged 
tne support of foe Senate for 
foe Lower House and ex- 
pressed hope that foe two 
Houses would shoulder their 
responsibilities in foe fields of 
legislation, forming and en- 
hancing political pluralism 
and respect opinion. 

He also expressed his con- 
it the Uppe 


fidence that 1 


House 


i upper w 
“win spare no effort in con- 
sulting and cooperating with 
foe government according to 
the principles of our Con- 
stitution which guarantees 
foe harmony governing foe 
relationship between foe leg- 


islative and administrative 
authorities...” 

Mr. Lawzi, speaker of the 
Senate since 1984, said that 
Jordanian people had lived 
up to foe expectations in the 
parliamentary elections, 
which King Hussein derided 
to hold on time, “despite foe 
radical changes and 
accelerating events in foe re- 
gion.” 

‘The positive atmosphere 
which prevailed .(during the 
Nov. 8 elections) has won our 
country more appreciation 
and enhanced its ima ge both 
on the Arab and internation- 
al levels,” Mr. Lawzi said. 

He added that the demo- 
cratisation process “is be- 
coming a way of life for our 
people aspiring to foe en- 
hancement of civil society, 
the respect of human rights 
and political pluralism.” 

He said that foe coming 
four years — - which is foe 
term of the 12th Parliament 

(C ont inu ed on page 3) 
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ri/Kiddle East News 


is, ael acknowledges 
responsibility for 
clandestine killings 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
acknowledged responsibility 
for a series of assassinations of 
leading Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) figures in 
the 1970s, for the first lime on 
Monday. 

The assassinations of 10 to 
15 members of Black Septem- 
ber were carried out on the 
order of late Prime Minister 
Golda Meir after the group 
killed 11 Israeli athletes at the 
1972 Olympics in Munich. 

Israel Television broadcast 
an interview with Gen. (Reserve) 
Aharon Yariv, who was 
Meir’s adviser at the time. 

“The idea was not revenge, 
although there was revenge, 
but the idea was to wipe out 
this thing,” Gen. Yariv said. 

The interview with Gen. 
Yariv, now a military analyst, 
was recorded a year ago, the 
television said, but the censor 
only permitted its broadcast 
Monday. 

Gen. Yariv acknowledged 
that Meir and the heads of 
Israel's intelligence services 
faced an ethical dilemma, but 
the results justified the assas- 
sinations. 

“A mission was undertaken, 
consciously, to wipe out, kill 
the heads of Black September. 
Then they stopped, in a con- 
scious way, their actions over- 
seas against Jews and Israelis.” 

Gen. Yariv also said the 
assassinations, mostly carried 
out in Europe, angered leaders 
of otherwise friendly states. 

Black September was the 
guerrilla wing of the PLO's 
mainstream Fateh wing. 

The exact number of assas- 
sinations carried out by Israel 
is not known because members 
Black September were prone 
to die violently in any case. But 
unofficial accounts of the 
period have attributed at least 
10 killings to Israeli agents. 

Israel and the PLO recog- 
nised each other on Sept. 13 
when they signed an accord to 
implement Palestinian self-rule 
in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

Gen. Yariv said Mossad kil- 
led between 10 and 15 guerrilla 
leaders in Europe and Beirut 
over a period of months, some- 
times by remote control de- 
vices that set off bombs in thejr 
homes. 


“The effect was very big, 
because they were senior peo- 
ole. in sensitive positions. Sud- 


denly they felt they are not safe 


in their homes,” he said. 

in the first official Israeli 

acknowledgement of responsi- 
bility, Gen. Yariv said Mossad 
hitmen killed a Morrocan wai- 
ter in Lillebammer, Norway, in 
July 1973, because they mis- 
took him for one of their 
Palestinian targets. 

Asked by the interviewer 
whether any Israeli was ever 
held responsible for the mis- 
take, • Gen. Yariv answered: 
"As far as I remember, no.” 

Gen. Yariv said the opera- 
tion was “not limited geog- 
raphically.'' 

“We hit them wherever they 
were,” he added. 

Gen. Yariv is currently head 
of the Centre for Strategic Stu- 
dies, attached to Tel Aviv Uni- 
versity. 

Quoting “foreign sources” 
the television said Meir had 
put Mike Harari, a member of 
the secret service Mossad, in 
charge of the operation. 

Several months after the 
Munich killings the Black 
September heaa of operations, 
Ruil Zuweida, was sbot dead 
by unidentified assailants. 

Six weeks later Mahmoud 
Hamshari, PLO representative 
in Paris, was killed in a myste- 
rious explosion. 

Another suspect in the 
Munich killings, Hussein 
Abdul Khir, was killed shortly 
after in his bed in Nicosia, 
according to the sources cited 
by the television. 

Four more suspects were kil- 
led in the months following the 
Munich killings. 

The sources said seven out 
of 12 Palestinian officials 
targeted by Mossad were eli- 
minated, while Gen. Yariv said 
“nearly a dozen people were 
rapidly liquidated.'.* 

“We hesitated to launch all 


these operations. But there 
was no choice. It is true there 


are problems when assassina- 
tions ordered by a state take 
place in other states, but we 
fold to do it,” said Gen. Yariv. 

He added that Meir agreed 
to each killing “one one," in 
order to “avoid mistakes and 
complications in the countries 
where the killings took place." 




CONGRATULATIONS: Deputy Ahmad 
Akafieh (left), who lost his bid for speakership of 
the Lower House of Parliament Tuesday to 


Deputy Taher A1 Masri, congratulates the win- 
ner with a hug (photo by AynsJey Floyd) 


Russia says buyers of its 
arms have after-sales service 


KUWAIT (R) — Russia can 
provide after-sales service and 


spare parts for any weapons it 
sells and any fears of Soviet- 


style red tape are unfounded, a 
senior diplomat said. 

“The arms deals concluded 
with a number of foreign coun- 
tries this year show that the 
problem of spare parts simply 
doesn't exist," Russian 
Ambassador to Kuwait Petr 
Sleepy told Reuters. 

“Suita a perception is out- 
dated,” he added. 

Russia has been aggressively 
trying to enter the Gulf arms 
market, traditionally domin- 
ated by the United States, Bri- 
tain and France. 

But military experts in the 
region say some Gulf Arab 
states have been concerned 
that Moscow may not be able 
to provide adequate training. 


support and spare parts, and 
introduce upgrades for aircraft 
weapons ana radars. 

The concern has arisen 


largely from political volatility 
in Mos 


oscow and in particular 
from the- uprising by -‘par- 
liamentary rebels, crushed by 


President Boris Yeltsin on Oct. 
4. 

Mr. Stegny, interviewed on 
Monday, said that in the past it 
was true to a point that Mos- 
cow had some difficulty pro- 
viding after-service. “This 
sphere was highly ideologised 
and bureaucratised during the 
Soviet era,'* he said. 

“We were extremely cau- 
tious about selling modern, 
sophisticated weapons even to 
our allies. Besides, the well- 
known drawbacks of the cen- 
tralised economy produced 
problems with spare parts," he 
said. 

“Now our approach to de- 
fence sales has drastically 
changed. Sending such ultra- 
modern weapons as the Sukhoi 
SU-35 airplane to the Dubai 
airshow (this month) means 
that the main conception of 
our military sales policy has 
become quite different.' 1 

“We are fully aware of the 
vital necessity of assuring 
adequate support to aims 
sales/ That's- why we are now 
undertaking obligations in pro- 
viding spare parts, training and 


introducing all the necessary 
improvements even before the 
military purchases are com- 
pleted.” 

At the end of November 
Russia and Kuwait are due to 
sign a defence agreement pro- 
viding for possible arms sales 
and joint military excerdses. 

It will be the fourth Kuwait 
has signed with a permanent 
member of the U.N. Security 
Council since the Gulf war in 
1991. 

Kuwait last year set aside 3.5 
billion dinars ($11.7 billion) for 
weapons purchases over the 
next 10 years. 

Mr. Stegny declined to com- 
ment on a possible attempt to 
sell military helicopters to 
Kuwait, which is looking at a 
number of aircraft including 
the American Apache and 
Cobra. 

Asked if Russia was trying to 
sell Kuwait helicopters, he 
said: "Tm afraid I'm not pre- 
pared to answer this question. 

"You’ll understand me cor- 
rectly: It's not a Soviet-type 
secrecy complex; it’-s -a usual 
commercial confidentiality." 


Foreigners and journalists live in fear in Algeria 


By Elaine Ganley 

The Associated Press 


ALGIERS — Thousands of 
foreigners and hundreds of 
Algerian journalists are look- 
ing uneasily toward Dec. 1, 
when Islamic extremists have 
vowed to step up their murder- 
ous campaign against them. 


mic extremists took up arms to 
avenge the cancellation of par- 
liamentary elections in January 
1992, which Muslim fun- 
damentalists were certain of 


Some are W\ under army 
protection while others are re- 
grouping in hotels. Thousands 
have fled the country, taking 
death threats by militant fun- 
damentalists seriously. 

“Terrorists dominate you 
even if they aren’t there,” said 
Said Mekbel, executive editor 
of the daily French-language 
newspaper Le Matin and a 
daily target of the threats. 


winning. 

A collective leadership, 
handpicked by the army, has 
since ruled with a heavy hand, 
imposing a state of emergency, 
carrying out raids against sus- 
pected Muslim militants and 
setting up secret courts to try 


alleged subversives. 
Tne f 


fundamentalists’ retalia- 
tion turned from police and 
soldiers to intellectuals and 
journalists earlier this year, 
taking the lives of nearly two 


phone or fox. He lives like a 
condemned man, spending 
sleepless nights plotting his 
days and donning disguises in 
wnat he believes is a vain effort 
to outwit fate. 

While there are few open 
signs of panic among the fore- 
igners, the expatriate commun- 
ity has braced itself in the final 
week of the November count- 
down. Some personnel from 
foreign companies are taking 
shelter at well-guarded Algiers 
hotels. 

The French embassy has re- 
duced its staff. Other diploma- 
tic missions have evacuated cle- 


ave. Dozens ot paratroopers, 
supported by tanks and a sur- 
veillance helicopter, descend on 
Algiers neighbourhoods in dai- 
ly operations to rout suspects 
from their hideouts. 

One area, a winding string of 
poor towns southeast of the 
capital, is known as the 
"triangle of fear.” 


dozen. Next came foreigners, 
nidi 


After French consular offi- 
cial Michele Thevenot was 
held hostage for a week, she 
was freed on Nov. 1 with an 
unsigned note aimed at the 
70,000 foreigners who live 
here: 

“Leave the country. You are 
given one month to do so. 
Anyone staying longer is re- 
instate for his own sudden 


nine of whom have been Trilled 
since Sept. 21. 

Renewed terrorism against 
foreigners could deal a mortal 
blow to the crippled ecnomy, 
compelling outside investors to 
flee. The foreign community 
plays a crucial role in the eco- 
nomy, bringing in technology 


pendents. The U.S. govem- 
ichil 


The names of the towns. 
Eucalyptus, Glariere, Bad- 
jarah. or Leveilley, are soft, 
rolling, even melodic. But 
their walls depict pictures of 
guns and daggers and slogans 
such as, "Whoever is taken by 
force returns by force.” 



Jea 


More than 2,000 people 
have been killed by insurgents 
and security forces since Isla- 


i judges 

lectuals who are considered 
vulnerable are being housed 
under army guard at a seaside 
resort west of the capital. 

Mi. Mekbel receives death 
threats almost daily, by mail. 


ment no longer allows children 
of embassy personnel to live in 
Algeria. 

“Our intention is to be un- 
predictable,” said an official of 
an American company, asking 
not to be timber identified. He 
said workers try to fool their 
would-be attackers by coming 
and going at odd hours, chang- 
ing routes to work and sleeping 
at different locations. 

Algerian authorities publicly 
play down the threat, saying 
they’ve done everything they 
can to protect foreigners and 
their own. 

; Bold talk by the government 
is backed up by a fierce offen- 


The families who live in the 
triangle, cramped together in 
single rooms, voted overwhel- 
mingly for the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front in the December 
1991 first-round parliamentary 
elections later canceled by the 
government. 


Security forces have encir- 
cled the area with roadblocks, 
screening everyone travelling 
in and out in a relentless search 
for armed extremists. 


But there are those who 
doubt that strong-arm tactics 


can crush an increasingly elu- 
i ton 


sive enemy. Newly formed 
armed groups and common 


bandits have latched on to the 
holy war declared after the 
election debacle, creating 
anarchy within the Islamic 
ranks. 

Observers say the Islamic 
Salvation Front, after it was 
banned and forced under- 
ground, has lost control of its 
rank-and-file. 

Rabah Kebir, spokesman for 
the front's exiled unit, said in a 
telephone interview that his 
movement neither supports 
nor controls the armed Islamic 
®roup, considered responsible 
For the kidnappings. 

“It is not our policy to hurt 
foreigners," he said. 

But the front’s clandestine 
leadership inside Algeria last 
week warned nations support- 
ing the regime that "their 
nationals (could be) struck 
down and their interests des- 
troyed.” 

For those who feel stalked, 
the enemy is everywhere. 

Mr. Mekbel and others con- 
tend armed extremists are now 
working hand-in-hand with a 
nebulous network of power 
brokers fearful for their in- 
terests. 

“I am convinced I will be 
killed,” Mr. Mekbel said. “I 
want to know who kills, why 
they kill and why I must die." 


Expert 

lectures 

Palestinian 

police 


By Nabil Racbed 

Agence France Presse 


ZARKA — As a first batch of 
22 members of the fledgling 
Palestinian police force gradu- 
ated Monday in Cairo, their 
colleagues here were being lec- 
tured on human rights by a 
British expert. 

Dressed in white uniforms 
and wearing earphones car- 
rying a simultaneous transla- 
tion, the class of 50 officers of 
the future force listened atten- 
tively to Professor Ralph 
Craws haw, from the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC). 


He was explaining how to 
arrest a suspect without 
offending his dignity. Behind 
him , the overhead projector 
showed a slide pointing out 
that a policeman had to have 
reasonable grounds for arrest- 


mg someone. 
• This 


ICRC training course is 

drilling its second group of 
Palestinian policemen, due to 
take over from the Israeli sol- 
diers who start withdrawing on 
Dec. 13 from the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of Jericho 
in terms of the historic Sept. 
13 accord between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) on limited 
Palestinian autonomy. 


After the lecture, Mr. Craw- 
shaw held a question and 
answer session. First question: 
“Can a policeman detain any- 
one at any time for an identity 
check.” 


Mr. Crawshaw replied that 
although that would be within 
a policeman's powers, he 
should exercise that power 
sparingly, restricting it to the 
area around the scene of a 
crime recently committed. 

One of the officers, who 
have all been recruited from 
the Palestine liberation Army 
(PLA), stressed the import- 
ance of the course, held in the 
PLA barracks in this town 
some 30 kilometres northeast 
of Amman. 


“From now on we have to 
behave like policemen and not 
like soldiers,” Colonel Jamal 
Qudssiye said. 

Marco Sassoti, the ICRC's 
director in Amman, said the 
courses would help avert possi- 
ble excesses. 

"The future Palestinian 
police must not act against 
civilians like soldiers at the 
front.” 


Another course is planned 
next week in Cairo, and the 
ICRC will keep up contacts 
with the policemen after they 
go on duty, Mr. Sassoli said. 

The last batch of the PLA’s 
Badr Brigade in Jordan is 
fini s h i n g its military training. 
PLA units stationed in various 
Arab countries are being 
brought back to Jordan and 
*" ;ypt to be retrained as 
policemen. 

“Badr commander General 
Mohammad Qudsiyyeh told 
AFP: “Come Dec. 12 there 
■will be 3, 000 policemen ready 
to go into Jericho as soon as 
they get the political green 
light.” 

The AI Aqsa Brigade, sta- 
tioned in Iraq, is expected soon 
in Jordan to undergo police 
training. According to a Palesti- 
nian source here, they number 
1,000 men. 

The police will also include 
the Egyptian-based Ain J allout 
Brigade, which boasts 5,000 
men, a Palestinian military 
source here said. 

The PLA has also recruited 
750 men aged 25 and under, all 
of them living in Jordan with a 
clean police record, for train- 
ing as police, the source said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli and PLO envoys meet in London 


LONDON (AFP) — Israeli and Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) envoys in Britain met publidy for the first time 
here Monday and stressed the need to keep to the t imeta ble 
for Palestinian autonomy in the occupied tern tones. Watched 
by an audience of several hundred, Israeli Ambassador Moshe 
Raviv and PLO representative in London Afif Safieh called 

r 1 L .. -1 rlu 


for 


process 


dialogue between their two sides to accelerate the peace 
r .wCess. Mr- Raviv said “direct, frank and open djalogoe'Vwaa^ 
necessary because delays would only provide "a_bonua to the . 
extremists who want to undermine the 


"a bonus to the 
process.” Die ambassa-. 



changes, for a regional Arab-Israeli forum of cconomi 
cooperation.” Mr. Safieh said h would take “some patience . 
before Arab-Israeli relations readied that level. He said the 
Palestinians also had their priorities such as “the status of 
Jerusalem and right of return of the 194S refugees,” tomes 
which Israel has preferred to set aside. The PLO envoy harshly 
condemned the maintenance and in some cases the extension 
of Jewish settlements in the occupied territories, calling them a 
major obstacle to the peace process. But he said the PLO 
favoured dialogue to resolve these issues, adding: “Skmness 
allows hostile forces on all sides ample time to sabotage the "j 
process “ 


U.N. reports rights violations In Sudan 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Sudanese authorities have conducted 



Rights Commission said Monday, 
of human rights have taken place in the Sudan,” the 
rapporteur on Sudan, Gaspar Biro, wrote in a report, 
violations were reported in the central Nuba mountains where 
the government appears to tolerate abuses by local authorities 
intent on depopulating the area to fight the rebel Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army, the U.N. report said. “A signifi- 
cant component of this policy appears to be the forced , 
relocation, sometimes the mass relocation, of the Nuba 
population,” the report said. Mr. Biro argued that the gravity 
of the human right? situation in Sudan required continued, 
in tensifi ed survemance, not only by the United Nations but try 
national and international non-governmental organisations 
concerned with human rights. Mr. Biro urged the Sudanese 
it to “ensure that its security forces, army, police 
the Popular Defence Forces and other paramilitary or 
civil defence groups be properly trained and act in compliance 
with the standards set under international law, and that these . 
responsible for violations be brought to justice.” 


Rabin beats non-confidence motion 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel's parliament Monday rejected a 
no-confidence motion against the governmept called over the 


issue of poverty. The motion, rejected by 48 legislators to 39in 
the 120-seat parliament, was called by the opposition last week 
after Israel’s welfare services published figures showing the 
number of Israelis living below the poverty level in 1992 had 
topped 600,000. That number represents 13 per cent of Israel's 
4.5 million people. Israel’s ruling Labour Party promised to 
alleviate poverty by transferring moneys spent by its right- 
wing predecessors on settlements in the occupied territories to' 


poor neighbourhoods when it came to power in June 1992* 
Labour legislators blamed 1992’s 


’s 9.7 per cent increase in the 
poverty level on the fallout from its predecessor's policies. 
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Britain may relax arms sales to Lebanon 


LONDON (R) — Britain is prepared to relax its restrictions 
on arms sales to file Lebanese government to hdp- it 
reestablish authority, the minister of state at file foreign office 
said Monday. Douglas Hogg said the end of the Lebanese^! 

: toe British government could review its posftiojaat^ 


war meant the British government, could review 
the sale of “lethal” equipment “During the Lebanese- dvfl- 


war it was not our practice to licence . the export of lethal 
equipment to Lebanon,” Mr. Hogg said in a written answer to 
a parliamentary question. “The government would at present 
be prepared to consider, on a case by case basis, applications 
for the sale of arms to the Lebanese government to help it 


reestablish its legitimate authority.” Mr. Hogg added 
Britain would also have to be satisfied sui * ' 


Lebanon would not affect the 


to 


itary 


Senators object to aid to U.N. in Somalia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Seven Senate Republicans .are 
objecting to the Clinton administration's proposal to provide 
up to $106 million in military equipment and other aid to U.N. 
operations in Somalia. The plan is among several the White 
House is weighing to assist the United Nations as it attempts to 
restore order in the country. Among the other proposals is $2 
million to pay salaries to Somali police officers. “President 
Clinton has repeatedly stated that the United States’ mission 
in Somalia is not now, nor has it ever been, one of 
nafion-buUdmgV’ file senators said in a letter to Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher. ‘‘However, we believe this assist- 
ance, designed fo build judicial, -police and penal systems, is 


fcterwere Senate minority leader Bob Dole and six 
Mr. Clinton has said the change in the U.S. mission from a 
humanitarian operation to nation-building and efforts to 
apprehend Somali dan leader Mohammad Farrah Aidecd was 
a mistake. U.S. forces are to be withdrawn from Somalia by 
March 31. J 


Turks encamp 72 immigrants 


(R) _ Authorities were holding 72 African and 
Caribbean immigrants at a refugee camp in southeast Turkey 
following a crackdown on illegal entry and other crimes, 
prwuKJal officials said Monday. The detainees, from 16 
African and Caribbean nations, were rounded up during a. 
city-wide operation in Istanbul, they said. Anmorities in 
Sirnak province told Reuters by telephone the immigrants 
were detained at the camp in the town of Sflopi, near the Irani 
and Syrian borders. 
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IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

I7:W Oidy 

l&tf Sports N.B.A. 

19ri» News in French 

19:15 Lx Journal De LTiistoire 

D-JO News in Hebrew 

2MN News iu Arabic 

2th39 Head of ibe Class 


AogBcau Church TeL 630851, TeL 
628543. 

Armenian CatboBc Church TeL 
771331. 

Armesfcm Orthodox Church TeL 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amra )( i|* f GhtcIi Td. 

652526. 

Lutheran Church TeL 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
iba 28, Hmnidit 


man 22, 

Amman 

eeni. 


$ 


per cent, Aqaba 38 per 


21:19... Documentary “Miracle of the 
Scarlet Salmon ' 


22.-90 News in English 

Film “Contract For Murder" 


2220 , 


German-Speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation TeL 684195 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazarene TeL 675691. 


PRAYER TIMES 


M:46 

OM7 

11:22 

1*13 

1*37 

170* 


Fajr 

.... (Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhr 

'Asr 

Maghreb 

' TcHa 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


Tbe Kingdom will be affected by a 
relatively eoW air mass with clouds 


SLl , 

Tel. 810740 
AssenMes of God Church. Td. 

632785. 

St- Joseph Church TeL 624590. 
Church of (he Anmmdatkm TeL 
637440. 

Ot la Sate Church TeL 661757 
Tcmaancta Cbnrch TeL 622366 
CfctfA oT Ibe Anmncbifau TeL 

■ 


b nil dine up and weather 
partly aoudy. 


_ . There win be a chance i 
scanned showers, te m peratures win 


drop, and winds becoming westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it wfll be partly 
cloudy, winds wifi be northerly moder- 
ate and sens rnim 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 7/17 

Aqaba 14/25 

Omens ....................... 6/19 

Jordan VaDey 12/23 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Nahawi ... 819213 

Dr. JamO Maraqa 776149 

Dr. Makhles Halasa 819220 

Dr. Jamal Jbara 847351 

Bras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Noiroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmprsand pharmacy 637660 

Nairou/b pharmacy 623672 

Na jib pharmacy 547632 

Stem: 

Dr. Ah' Al Omari 272032 

Al Quds pharmacy f — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. YonsefOof 983075 

Kfolifeli pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Ksod Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

CM Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Cml Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police .... 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

iPSgwiyraiM 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuHk Security Departmeii! 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaims 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints. 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls O1Q230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repaint 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 , 

Iordan Electricity Authority .. 815615- 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08*53200 

Queen AHa Inti. Airport 08-S3200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 813813/32 
Khali di Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
AfcOeb Maternity, J.Amn..., 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mathas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 6672279 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

^Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Itahaq, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3. 

Al-Bashir,J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Anny.SMarta 891611/15 

Queen Aim Hospital 602240/50 

Ama! Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital (09) 

Zaraa National Hospital ... 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hflana Modem Hospital (09)990990 

IRS ID: 

Princess Basna Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Caihofc Hospital (02 )2 722 75 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital ... (02|247100 

AQABA: 

Pnntxss Hnya HosphpJ (03)514111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Cairo (1 — . 

Jeddah (SAj 

.Abu Dhabi, Doha (GI 

Karachi, Abn Dhabi (PI 

Paris, Damascus (Af 

*** Beirut (MI 


huaz railway TRAM 

Dtp. Ih ......... $00 tn. ensy Momty 

Arr. OaxHEKU ; &00pA~evefy fcfe-fw 

Pep. Dram nu ...... 7.30 un. every Sunday , . 

Air. Amman SJOpjn. every Sun*?.: r 


77 da information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at m the Queen Aha International 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5, when it 
i be verified. 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


Uppcrfkmcr price ia tils per kg. 


Apple. — 


should always 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

«*0 Air 

WdS Dubai, Abu D r 

fifcM Jeddah) 

■9:15 Ijrnara ( 

London) 

1&45 New York. Amsterdam 

I&50 Istanbul ) 

17:2S Brussels. Paris ( 

if 2 * Madrid, Geneva) 

Toronto, Montreal | 

Rome) 

ZkOfl Cairo) 

Aqaba) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

Rome(AZ) 


2*38 Aqaba 

Amsterdam, New York 

J?*2 Berfin, London 

Tunis. Casablanca 

™ 

- Colombo (i 

a==iJH 

Aqaba 

2*3® Calcutta, 

2145 


Banana (Mokammorj ... 
Beans , 


Carrot 

CaotiQower 

Oemeatine 

Cucumbers f 
Cucumbers) 

' at 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


1 

Srm-.'an 

J?* Abu Dhabi (( 

Abu Dhabi, Karachi f 


Gripes 

Grape Fntir 

Guava 

Lemon 

■■■■■ ■- 

Mulukhia 

Obves (green) 

Orange 

afcgs-T 

pepper^*) — 

Pepper (sweet) 



Tomato 

Spinach 


.. 73OM50 

6W 
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700/550 
200/18 
.. 280200 
. 240/160 

160/ ME. 
150 /1?0 
.300/200 
250/18 
900 / 780 



::w 

450/ 3Sh 
.. 130/80 

. 180/MOfl 
..350 / 280 
. 580 / 480 ; 
... 4W33D- 

3CV2RJ 
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200/ E#- 
200/120 
320/200 
420/210', 
260/200: 
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tclentiflc conference 

(Petta) — His Royal Highness 
■row n Pnncc Hassan Tuesday attended part of 
ie Fourth International Conference on Parasi- 
c and Zoonotic Diseases organised bv the 
Bgher Council of Science and Technology, in 
DOKration with the University of Jordan and 
ie Social Development Centre for Research in 
.anada. In bis speech. Prince Hassan pointed 
> the importance of scientific research, espe- 
lally those concerning human beings and their 
ving conditions. 

Ministry to create Forensic 
iepartment 

-MMAN (Petra) — .The Health Ministry Tues- 
jy announced that it will create a department of 
orensic Medicine at the ministry ’s National 

^ that the department will 
elude climes aid a morgue. 

0 Arab researchers start 
raining seminar 

fUTA (Petra) — Sixty researchers from Jordan 
id other Arab countries Tuesday gathered at 
Inta for a two-day seminar on training Arab 
searchers and utilising their skills to promote 
irvices and production in the Arab world. The 
Tganisers said that the participants will discuss 
) papers at Muta ana the Royal Scientific 
waety in Amman. 

tement dust monitoring 
igreement signed 

.QABA (Petra) — The Jordan Cement Factor- 
s Company (JCFQ Tuesday signed a contract 
ith the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) by which 
te RSS will control and measure the amount of 
rment dust falling off daring the container 
lading process from shore to ship. The agree- 
lent also provides for a simil ar check on the 


cement station in the harbour in order to monitor 
falling dust and pollution there. A company 
spokesman said that the JCFC and the RSS were 
coordinating efforts with the Jordan Ports Cor- 
poration to protect the environment in and 
around the port city. 

Russian team arrives for 
business talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — A team of businessmen, 
experts and technicians from the Russian Federa- 
tion are currently on a visit to Jordan as part of a 
tour of several nations in the region to help 
promote the sale of their country’s products in 
the Jordanian markets. The team plans visits to 
Jordanian factories to discuss joint ventures 
including the manufacture of car and motorcycle 
engines. Some member of tbe delegation will 
discuss the organisation of a car rally passing 
through Europe, the Middle East and Africa, a 
distance of 20,000 kilometres. 

Family planning workshop to 
start in Mafraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Family Plan- 
ning Society plans a joint workshop in Mafraq on 
Nov. 27 in cooperation with the Princess Basina 
Social Development Centre in Mafraq City. A 
society spokesman said that the workshop' will 
focus on maternal and infant health and the role 
of communications in conveying the concept of 
family planning to the local communities. He said 
that the four-day meeting will be attended by 20 
women who will also discuss such issue as 
birth-spacing and health problems facing mothers 
and children. 

Grazing management 
workshop begins Sunday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The International Centre 
for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICAR- 
DA) is organising a workshop in Amman on 
Sunday entitled “Grazing Management.” Repre- 
sentatives from Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Cyprus, and Turkey will take part in the three- 
day meetings which will focus on the develop- 
ment of pasture lands in the Western Asia region. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tie following listings are compiled from 
tonthJy bulletins and the daily Arabic press, 
leaders are advised to verify tbe listed time 
ad place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

f Exhibition of pottery by A1 Zu’bl at 
lbe Jordan Crafts Centre (AI AytB) — Jabal 
Amman, Second Circle (9:00-13:00 and 
15ri»-l&09). - 

■ Exhibition of Arabic calUgfchpfey at the Stu- 
dent Affairs Deanship at the University of 
Jordan. 

* Graphic exhibition by Syrian artist Sa’d 
Hfljjo at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

- Iranian trade exhibit (includes indnstrial and 
agricultural machinery, construction mate- 
rials, vehicles, foodstuff, cosmetfs, and car- 
pets) at the Exhibition Had on tbe University 
Road (10:00-13:00 and 15:00-20:00). 

Art exhibition by plastic artist Hanan AI 
Dasouqi at the student multi-purpose budd- 
ing. at tbe University of Jordan. 

Art exhibition by plastic artist Anwar Had- 
dadin at (he Royal Cultural Centre. 

Art exhibition entitled “Mirage” by artist 
Alia* AI S h a nti at Ab’ad Art Gallery — 
Mecca Street. 

Exhibition of lithographs by a number of 
artists at tbe French Cultural Centre. 
Exhibition of coins at the Spanish Cultural 
Centre. 

Art exhibition by artist Hammond Shan tout 


at Baladna Art Gallery (Gardens Street). 

☆ Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Rakan Dab- 
doub at Orfall Art Gallery (TeL 826932). 

* Art exhibition by a number of artists at the 
Student Affairs Deanship Building at the 
University of Jordan. 

* Exhibition of recent paintings by artist 

Am mar KTmmmgdi nt Daraf AI Fwmm nf tho 

Abdul Hameed Shaman Foundation in Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Also showing, the pmnanent 
exhibition (Satnrday-Thnraday 10:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m.) 

SPORTS ROUND-UP 

'ft A one-hour programme featuring a conde- 
nsation of tbe most popular games of tbe 
week with play-by-play announcement at 
the American Centre at 5:00 p.m. 

FILMS AND DRAMAS 

'ft Feature film entitled “A Tale of Two 
Cities” — part 2 at the British Council at 
7:00 p.m. 

☆ Drama entitled “The Naked Man” at Samir 
AI Rifa’i Auditorium at the University of 
Jordan at 3:00 p.m. 

LECTURES 

"ft Lecture in English entitled “Spiritual Qual- 
ities Within Architecture” — (example in 
Islamic and eastern societies with slides) by 
Gerhard Meigborner at the Goethe-Institut 
at 7:00 p.m. 


rlajali weighs his options 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

ues such as unemploy- 
snt, poverty, services and 
tier direct needs of the peo- 
s before they give the gov- 
nment a vote of confi- 
ace. 

The government, accord- 
l to parliamentary sources, 
Q be required to show spe- 
ll commitment to democra- 
progress in the Kingdom, 
ie source said that me gov- 
unent would be jpressed to 
dude mini sters in its new 
tkeup who “appear demo- 
nic. 

Dr. Majali has also been 
der pressure from some 
rliamentarians to include 
puties in bis government 
it official sources said that 
lether the premier opts to 
dude deputies in his gov- 
unent depended largely on 


the credibility of the par- 
liamentary blocs within the 
House and their ability to 
deliver. 

The sources say that the 
premier was encouged by 
the formation of defined par- 
liamentary blocs with which 
. he could negotiate the confi- 
dence vote and the inclusion 
of deputies in the new 
cabinet. 

But that it was not clear yet 
whether these blocs would 
fragment over the issue of 
who would be chosen for 
ministerial posts. 

A compromise solution, 
most sources agree, would be 
to introduce cabinet ministers 
who are dose to the different 
parliamentary blocs but are 
not deputies in die House. 

Whatever choice the pre- 
mier finally opts for, the 
sources said he would never- 


theless meet with the diffe- 
rent blocs and discuss with 
them the policies and forma- 
tion of his government. 

Based on his consultation, 
the premier will also have 
whether to use his constitu- 
tional prerogative and pre- 
sent the King's Speech from 
the Throne as a government 
statement or seek confidence 
on a government- written 
policy statement that would 
come closer to the specific 
requests of the different par- 
liamentary blocs. 

The sources believe that if 
the premier was able to reach 
understandings with tbe 
different parliamentary blocs 
to ensure himself a big share' 
of confidence votes, then he 
would opt to prepare a gov- 
ernment policy statement if 
only because it would rive his 
government more credibility. 


enate holds hasty first sesssion 


Continued from page 1) 


“wiU witness great events 
, used by tbe international 
anges and their outcome in 
• ms of political and econo- 
c integrations and the 
.. Filiation of giant economic 
•' 3cs in ’/various 'world re- 
ins. 

\ At the same time, there are 
. :ematfonal efforts to form 
w financial and monetary 
les and' establish economic 
based on free 


operation 
me and e 


denod environment poo* 
ction, he said. 

„ Ob the pence process and 
Edna's participation in it, 
r. Laws said: “Jordan’s 
- (preach to tiie peace pre- 
ss remains in cohesion with 
e dear Jordanian policy 


and tbe need to regain Arab 
rights and insure the total 
Israeli withdrawal from occu- 
pied Arab territories, includ- 
ing Holy Jerusalem, in 
accordance with international 
legitimacy and on the basis of 
land for peace. 

“Today the Arab Nation 
faces the challenge of peace 
which requires keenness to 
protect Arab rights and in- 
terests without allowing dif- 
ferences in opinion to be- 
come a reason for more dis- 
parity and differences for 
whicn, we as Arabs, during 
the past few years, have paid 
a heavy price.” 

On Jordan's relations with 
other Arab countries. Mr. 
Lawri said: “Jordan extends 
a brotherly hand to.cooperate 
in finding a common ground 


iui ueamig wiui me coming 
stage of international and re- 
gional changes based on re- 
viving pan- Arab work institu- 
tions and forming an Arab 
vision which can best ensure 
tbe protection of our national 
and regional interests.” 
“Our commitment to the 
economic reform programme 
requires us to exert efforts to 
convince the international 
circles to appreciate the size 
of the suffering and sacrifices 
that Jordan made as a result 
of regional circumstances, 
and to ask them to alleviate 
the burden of our external 
debts, to enable Jordan to 
build a healthy base for in- 
vestment, achieve compre- 
hensive development and 
curb poverty ana unemploy- 
ment," he said. 


Officials deny aviation agreement with Israel 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Israeli aviation authorities 
have reviewed the use of each 
other’s airspace as part of a 
broader accord on regional 
cooperation in the field, but 
such discussions have not en- 
tered a stage of any agreement, 
senior official sources said 
Tuesday. 

The sources rejected Israeli 
reports that the two sides had 
reached an accord and said any 
comprehensive agreement on 
cooperation on civil aviation 
affairs would have to await a 
formal peace treaty. 

“There were some prelimin- 
ary discussions, but we are far 
from reaching some of the core 
issues, let alone nearing any 
agreement,” said a senior offi- 


cial who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. “There are a host of 
political issues that need to be 
sorted ont before we get into 
the nitty-gritty details of an 
aviation accord.” 

Under international civil 
aviation charters, no country 
can deny the use of its airspace 
to another unless the countries 
involved are in a state of war or 
under a stage of national 
emergency. 

Jordan and Israel, altho ugh 
engaged in peace talks since 
October 1991, are technically 
still in a state of war. Fnrth- 
ermore, Arab League resolu- 
tions and the Arab boycott of 
Israel prevent any Arab coun- 
try from allowing Israeli use of 
its airspace. 

“Any decision to allow 
Israel to use Jordanian airs- 
pace Has to come as part of a 


broader Arab decision to lift 
the ban on allowing Israel to 
use Arab airspace,’* said 
another official. “It is not a 
simple decision between Jor- 
dan and Israel.” 

The official, who also prefer- 
red anonymity, pointed out 
however, that technically there 
is no Arab decision against 
using Israeli airspace and as 
such there is nounng to stop 
Jordan from doing so if the 
Kingdom chooses. 

“But I will not describe Jor- 
dan as too anxious to jump at 
such a decision,” the official 
added. 

According to Israeli reports, 
the Jewish state is ready to 
allow Royal Jordanian, . the 
Kingdom’s national carrier, to 
use Israeli airspace even with- 
out a simultaneous Jordanian 
agreement to allow El AL, the 


Israeli airline, to overfly 
Jordan - 

Jordanian officials saw the 
reports as a sign of Israel's 
anxiety to bring about as mucb 
normality as possible to its rela- 
tions with Arab states even 
before comprehensive peace 
agreements are signed. They 
said it was simil ar to the Israeli 
move to unilaterally open tele- 
phone links with Arab coun- . 
tries despite opposition from 
die Arabs. 

The officials conceded that 
using Israeli airspace for west- 
bound RJ planes could cut an 
average of 40 minutes of flight 
time, which means savings in 
fuel and other related costs. 

On the other hand, Israel 
could cut considerable flight 
time for its eastward planes if 
they were allowed to use 
Jordanian airspace, as well as 


the airspace of the some of the 
Gulf states. 

“Now the Israeli planes have 
to go up all the way to Turkey 
and cross into Central Asian 
airspace and come down to 
their destinations in India, Chi- 
na and Japan,” said one of the 
officials. 

The officials also dismissed 
as unfounded an Israeli claim 
that El AI had already signed 
an “agency agreement” with 
Jordanian travel agent (s) for 
the flights the airline pur- 
portedly plans to operate to 
Jordan. 

“From what we understand, 
there were some agents who 
had a chance to meet with 
some El AI officials, and the 
next they themselves heard 
was the report of an agreement 
which they knew nothing ab- 
out,” said the official. 


50 political activists contest Nov. 8 elections 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
50 political activists, Parlia- 
ment members and candidates 
in the 12th parliamentary elec- 
tions Tuesday circulated a 
statement protesting against 
what they alleged unfair and 
non-free parliamentary elec- 
tions held on Nov. 8, deman- 
ding that those responsible be 
held accountable for their ac- 
tions. 

The statement, bearing the 
50 signatures, accused the pre- 
sent government of taking cer- 
tain measures in order to con- 
solidate its hold over the Low- 
er House of Parliament and 
pave the way for the imple- 
mentation of policies winch, 
they said, ran in harmony with 
the U.S.-IsraeH plans related 
to the Arab-Ziomst conflict 
and in conformity with the 
dictates of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The signatories, the majority 
of who affilia ted to the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF), the Jorda- 
nian Community Party, the 
Jordanian Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Unity Party, the Jordan 
Socialists Arab Baath Party, 
the Jordan Democratic Peo- 
ples Party (Hashd) and the 
Jordan Democratic Arab Par- 
ty, accused tbe government of 


going back on the march to- 
wards Democracy by under- 
taking certain negative mea- 
sures. 

Following the dissolution of 
the 11th Parliament without 
any legal justifications, the 
one-person, one-vote election 
system was introduced, the 
statement said. This undemo- 
cratic system, which aims at 
achieving certain objectives, 
led to the dismemberment of 
the Jordanian society and 
caused rifts within the people’s 
unity, giving cause to the reem- 
ergence of sectarian and fac- 
tional j ingoism and creating 
dangerous situations, alleged 
the statement 

furthermore, the govern- 
ment, and in a move reminis- 
cent of die martial law man- 
date, resorted to transferring 
employees from their places of 
living and work, barred candi- 
dates from exercising their leg- 
al rights of conducting election 
campaigns and exploited the 
official media and security ser- 
vices which exercised pressure 
on the public in a bid to influ- 
ence their voting trends. Final- 
ly, tbe government resorted to 
open ngging of the election 
results, tne statement said. . 


We have hundreds of pieces 
of documented evidence that 
expose the manipulation and 
violation of laws which occur- 
red during the last elections 
and which dearly expose the 
fact that tbe elections were 
neither free nor fair or demo- 
cratic in any form, continued 
.the statement. 

This fact, the statement 
added, is now known to the 
people from Ramtha, in the 
north, to Aqaba, in the south. 

In order to place all the facts 
before tbe public, said the 
statement, the signatories will 
soon pnblish what they claim 
to be the complete file of rig- 
ging and forging that have 
occurred. 

It said that the political par- 
ties and various personalities 
representing the different 
ideologies in the country pre- 
serve their political and legal 
right to pursue efforts in scruti- 
nising tne violations that were 
committed against tbe Jorda- 
nian people, inducting the re- 
sort to the judiciary. 

' "The statement said that the 
signatories were demanding 
tiie following: 

— The creation of a trusted 
parliamentary committee to 


conduct investigations into the 
election process. The commit- 
tee should have access to va- 
rious districts to hear the views 
of different people protesting 
and contesting the elections 
results. This committee should 
publish its neutral findings and 
conclusions, make recom- 
mendations to the present Par- 
liament and eventually remove 
all traces of the illegal prac- 
tices. 

— Holding the government 
which supervised the elections 
responsible for its behaviour 
since it was to be considered 
responsible for all the viola- 
tions and excesses. 

— The cancellation of the tem- 
porary Elections Law and 
organising free, fair and demo- 
cratic elections to be based on 
the strength of a new democra- 
tic law that would be in har- 
mony and in conformity with 
the Jordanian society and its 
interests. Elections should be 
held under the supervision of 
the judiciary authority and not 
tiie Interior Ministry. 

Furthermore, the statement 
appealed to the Jordanian peo- 
ple to join forces and stand 
finn against deals with the 
Zionist enemy, in view of the 
serious dangers facing our 


national and sacred causes in 
the wake of the signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli agenda. 

It also appealed to the peo- 
ple to defend democracy and 
freedom, to join forces with 
the national Jordanian parties 
and opposition groups and sup- 
port their aforementioned de- 
mands so that they can ensure 
the return of political stability 
to the country and overcome 
the results of the elections re- 
sults with united ranks so that 
national unity can be further 
enhanced. 

It said that the struggle must 
continue to ensure freedom, 
citizens' dignity, improve peo- 
ple's standard of living and 
defend the Arab identity of 
Palestine and Jerusalem and 
fully restore the Palestinian 
people’s historic rights. 

It said that this course of 
action is needed in order to 
confront the dangers of norma- 
lising Arab relations with 
Israel and other colonial plans 
in tiie Arab region on tbe 
economic, cultural and social 
plans. 

The statement said that the 
signatories would continue to 
hold meetings in order to safe- 
guard tiie national objectives 
and the nation’s dignity. 


Human rights group concerned 
over rise in executions 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Amnesty Interna- 
tional (AI) Tuesday expressed 
deep concern over the rise in 
executions carried out in Jor- 
dan and called on His Majesty 
King Hussein to commute all 
current and future death sent- 
ences. 

In a circular, a copy of which 
was made available to the Jor- 
dan Tunes, the London-based 
international human rights 
watchdog listed 15 names 
which it fears may be at “immi- 
nent risk of execution.” 

AI cited tbe recent hanging 
of two men and one woman 
November 18. All three per- 
sons were convicted of murder. 

According to AI, 12 execu- 
tions have taken place so fax in 
Jordan in 1993, “the highest 
number recorded by Amnesty 


International in over two de- 
cades. The organisation is pro- 
foundly saddened by this rising 
trend, particularly since no ex- 
ecutions took place in 1992 
after King Hussein had repe- 
atedly intervened to commute 
death sentences.” 

Although AI “does not con- 
done crimes of violence such as 
murder, and recognises the re- 
sponsibility of governments, to 
bring the perpetrators to jus- 
tice,” the group opposes the 
death penalty in all cases “as a 
violation of the right to life and 
of the right not to be subjected 
to cruel, inhumane or degrad- 
ing punishment as specified in 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.” 

Minister of Information 
Ma’an Aba Nowar declined 
comment on tbe Amnesty re- 
port. 


Cabinet endorses 1994 budget 


(Continued from page 1) 


The reduction in the over- 
all deficit from up to 25 per 
.cent of the gross domestic 
product in the late 1980s is 
noted by international econo- 
mic experts ' as a major 
achievement for Jordan, 

g iven the severe economic 
low it suffered and con- 
tinues to suffer as direct and 
indirect results of the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis triggered by the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

“It was considered almost 
impossible for a country with 
features that are unique for 
Jordan to have recovered 
from the problems it freed in 
the aftermath of the Gulf 
crisis,” said a senior World 
Bank expert. 

By and large, the expert 
said, Jordan's adherence to 
the economic restructuring 
programme agreed with tbe 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the Kingdom’s 
self-adjustment could be 
equally, could credit for 
the country's economic re- 
covery. 

“There is a growing sense 
of self-reliance and the need 
to raise optimum results from 
the resources available rather 
than looking for international 
assistance,*’ said the expert. 
“This is what we are always 
looking for in countries that 
free problems simil ar to that 
of Jordan.” 

Finance Minister Sami 
Gammo was quoted as saying 
by Reuters: ‘T am optimistic 
that early next year the eco- 
nomic outlook will be brigh- 
ter with the direction towards 


peace picking 'Up regionally 
and concrete economic 
agreements being im- 
plemented.” 

In his traditional Speed 
from the Throne, the King 
affirmed that local revenues 
would cover current expendi- 
tures and part of tbe capital 
expenditures. 

“Initial indicators show 
that tbe national economy 
has achieved positive results, 
for the second year running,” 
the King said, adding that the 
gross domestic product was 
expected to grow by six per 
cent and infla tion will remain 
under 4J per cent. 

The King also noted that 
Jordan had made progress in 
addressing its foreign debt 
burden by reaching resche- 
duling agreements with the 
London Club of commercial 
banks and the Paris Chib of 
creditor governments. 

“The monetary authorities 
have succeeded in reple- 
nishing the Kingdom's fore- 
ign currency reserns while 
ensuring stability in the ex- 
change rates of the Jordan 
dinar ," the King said. 

He said commercial credit 
policies adopted by the gov- 
ernment had been “caremlly 
attuned to planned growth 
policies.” 

The King also announced 
that tbe government was 
drawing up legislation related 
to customs duties, consump- 
tion tax, income tax and real 
estate transactions as well as 
the Amman Financial 
Market. 


Ministry seeks to identify 

6 homeless elderly 
citizens in its case 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Six elderly peo- 
ple aged 60-85 last week were 
picked up by Ministry of So- 
cial Development officials, 
who said the elderly persons 
were homeless and were 
sleeping in the streets, 
according to a ministry offi- 
cial who preferred anony- 
mity. 

“Ministry officials were 
doing their daily, routine 
check of tbe country’s streets. 


in search of beggars, solici- 
tors and homeless individuals 
and picked up tbe six men in 
various locations in the King- 
dom,” the official said. 

He said the ministry was 
unable to identity any of the 
men because some of them 
were either deaf, mute or bad 
memory loss. 

The ministry decided to 
place advertisements in local 
newspapers in an effort to 
identify tbe homeless per- 
sons. 


According to the official, 
the elderly were placed tem- 
porarily in Urn AI Asaaker 
Centre near Na’our until re- 
latives identity and claim 
them. 

The official told the Jordan 
Times that the ministry will 
care for the elderly m its 
senior citizen centres until 
someone identifies them. 

Furthermore, he added 
that if no one claims them, 
the ministry will continue to 
care for them in the centre. 
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INTERCONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 

The Ambassadors of Opera and Concert 
Worldwide, Ltd . 

Featuring artists of the Metropolitan Opera in New York 
as well as La Scala, Vienna Staatsoper, and Paris Opera . 

Famous selections from Phantom of the Opera, Evita, 
South Pacific, Camelot, Cats, Carmen, Aida, Tosca, 
Madame Butterfly, and Broadway Musicals. 

24th November 26th November 
Matinee 6:30 - 8:30 & Dinner 8:30 -11:00 

The Grand Ballroom 
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Hope and light 
from under the dome 


THE OPENING of the 12th Parliament yester- 
day is one further step in Jordan’s march 
towards the establishment of a democratic and 
modern state building on the country’s achieve- 
ments during the past four decades. The new 
foil House, foe Lower and foe Upper, with 80 
new members, ushers in a new breed of mostly 
young politicians who are expected to enliven 
foe country’s political and social debate. Not- 
withstanding foe change foat characterises foe 
composition of foe new Lower House as a 
consequence of foe introduction of foe one- 
person, one-vote election formula, foe new 
deputies are more representative of the gras- 
sroots aspirations of the people. While those 
deputies are expected to busy themselves with 
foe concerns of their constituencies, they have 
the constitutional mandate to legislate while at 
the same time watching the performance of the 
government. These are certainly not foe easiest 
of tasks. The government has already commit- 
ted itself to a comprehensive programme of 
political, economic, social and administrative 
reforms. It therefore becomes imperative that 
foe deputies make it their main mission to 
exhort the government to adhere ; to its 
commitments as detailed yesterday in His 
Majesty foe King’s speech from foe -Throne. 

Jordan’s commitment, as now been repe- 
atedly stated by His Mgjesty King Hussein, to a 
just, durable and honourable peace, places 
farther challenges on foe deputies. The task the 
government has been entrusted with, continua- 
tion action of peace talks with Israel, is indeed a 
formidable one. While the peace that will 
emerge from the current talks might not be to 
the liking of some, it will nevertheless put foe 
country face to face with new challenges that 
are different from past one. These challenges 
require the strengthening of democracy and foe 
reform of government. 

Issues like foe future of Jordanian-Palesti- 
nian relations, ties with other Arab states and 
the new world order will certainly figure high 
on the agenda of foe 12th Parliament. Judging 
from the performance of foe Lower House 
daring its first session, foe next four years will 
hopefully be productive ones. The election of 
former minister Taber Masri to head foe House 
•In its first year is a good omen. Through his 
background, immense experience and liberal 
leanings, Mr. Masri is expected to lead foe 
House on foe right track. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WITH THE opening of the 12th Parliament, Jordan is 
embarking on a new stage in its democratic march and stands 
at the threshold of a new phase of parliamentary life, said Al 
Dnstoor daily. Jordanians now have their eyes on their 
representatives whose work will no doubt be scrutinised 
carefully and whose performance will be dosely watched, said 
the daily- His Majesty King Hussein will chan the work of the 
coming government which, the paper said, will be closely 
working with the legislative authority to pursue efforts towards 
development and progress. It said that in an atmosphere of 
democracy and freedom, the Parliament can achieve a great 
deal and can act responsibly to help the executive authority 
implement programmes and policies as directed by King 
Hussein. The paper expressed hope that the Parliament ana 
the government would not let the people down and would 
remain committed to the democratic traditions in handling the 
affairs of the Kingdom. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i bitterly criticised the United 
Nations for ignoring calls for ending the sanctions and the 
starvation imposed on the Iraqi people. The United Nations 
persists in maintaining the sanctions on Iraq, causing so much 
suffering to its people, and is ignoring calls for ending the siege 
at a time when it is quick to react to reports in the British press 
abont alleged Iraqi use of chemicals against the people of the 
Iraqi marshlands, said Tareq Masarwen. The writer said that it 
is to be regretted that the United Nations gives due concern to 
such reports and reads them carefully and ignores reports 
about the starved people of Iraq. It is strange to see the United 
Nations giving attention to the British press reports but 
ignoring reports by pilots of U.S." and British planes who 
continually conduct aerial surveillance of the marshlands and 
who have reported no such atrocities as alleged by the British 
mess, said the writer. It is also regrettable to see the United 
Nations listening to one of the Iraqi opposition leaders and not 
hearing the calls of reason, said the writer. London and 
Washington clearly want to perpetuate the sanctions on Iraq 
mid are creating excuses to do that, he charged. At the same 
time, he said, certain Arab countries which stand to gain from 
these sanctions are helping the West achieve its goals in the 
regioc 



King pledges unabated march of democracy 
commitment to the course of peace 


In die name of God. the 
Merciful , the Compas- 
sionate 

Blessings and peace be on 
the faithful 

Hashemite Arab Prophet 


'Honourable senators. 
Honourable deputies, 


In the name of the Almighty 
God, and with His guidance 
and succor, 1 open the first 
session of the Twelfth Jorda- 
nian National Assembly. I 
praise the Almighty for bes- 
towing on us the capacity to 
unify our ranks, to strengthen 
brotherly ties among us, to 
engage in consensual coopera- 
tion and solidarity and to pre- 
serve our deep-rooted national 
unity — within the framework 
of our democratic progress of 
our political life based on the 
rule of law and of our march 
founded on the constitution, 
on the National Charter and on 
respect for human rights, free- 
dom and dignity. 

I wish to congratulate you on 
earning the honour of serving 
this beloved country as well as 
our Arab and Islamic nation, 
to which Jordan is proud to 
belong and whose rights and 
causes we are proud to defend. 

We have commanded that 
elections be held at their 
appointed time — under the 
aegis of political pluralism 
stemming from tins country’s 
soil and diameter and closely 
linked with its distinctive prog- 
ress — despite the rapid and 
sudden changes and develop- 
ments that have taken place in 
our region. 

With great ability and effi- 
ciency my government was 
able to provide the wherewith- 
al for the success of parliamen- 
tary elections held in a demo- 
cratic climate of freedom and 
fairness, with die participation 
of all citizens regardless of 
their roots or origins. Every 
citizen has enjoyed total free- 
dom with regard to running for 
elections or exercising the right 
to vote. The amendment to the 
Electoral Law, which gave one 
vote to each voter, was arrived 
at only after a thorough debate 
by politidans, intellectuals, 
members of the media and 
representatives of all shades of 
party and political opinion in 
this beloved country — a de- 
bate derived from the letter 
and spirit of the Constitution, 
and the National Charter, en- 
suring equality in rights and 
obligations for the entire 
citizenry. 

The fairness of the elections, 
and the cooperation of all to 
make them a success, have 
reflected a high level of aware- 
ness by members of our one 
family, the dose bonds that tie 
them together whatever their' 
origins, their courage in rising . 
to a difficult task, their parti- 
cipation in shouldering respon- 
sibility and their equality in 
rights and obligations. In equal 
measure, this fairness and 
cooperation have demons- 
trated the impartiality of my 
government and its keenness 
to provide a climate of free- 
dom, equality and universal 
representation in the interest 
of electoral equity to which we 
have all aspired. Thanks to the 
Almighty, the testimony of all, 
far and near, has been that the 
elections were totally honest, 
straightforward, all-embrac- 
ing, fair, jnst and indicative of 
our national unity to which we 
all adhere, whose depth and 
foundations we cherish and 
whose goals and aims we hold 
in great pride. Deputies assem- 
bled here are a true embodi- 
ment of the credibility and 
objective nature of these elec- 
tions. I am fully confident that 
you are well-pfaced to live up 
to the task entrusted to you, to 
cooperate on all that is right 
and good, to serve the country 
and enhance its stature and to 
share in shouldering responsi- 
bility and in taking decisions 
which place the higher national 
good above any other consid- 
erations or interests. 

You are, with God's grace, 
the elite whom our one family 
has chosen and in whom it has 
placed its trust. Let us be de- 
serving of this trust, as a united 
family governed by amity, 
cooperation and oneness of vi- 
sion. I am sure you mil find, as 
you represent the legislative 
power of this twelfth National 
Assembly, that Jordan's demo- 
cratic drive has taken great 
strides towards strengthening 
the foundations of democracy 
as reflected in: freedom under 
the law; elected parliamentary 
representation; separation 
among multiple constitutional 
authorities; answerability of 
the executive branch to the 
legislative branch; independ- 
ence of the judiciary, which 
answer* only to the law; poli- 
tic I party pluralism; human 
rights; and autonomy of 
elected local government. 
There are all principles guaran- 
teed by the constitution, and 


we should therefore strive to 
make of our democratic system 
a model acceptable to our na- 
tion and regarded by it as a 
source of inspiration- This is a 
sacred trust and responsibility 
by which you should be guided 
every time you make a deter- 
mination on any course of ac- 
tion and on every occasion 
calling for an honourable stand 
in the service of die country's 
higher interest. 


Honourable senators, 
Honourable deputies. 


Your present assembly coin- 
cides with a phase in interna- 
tional political, economic and 
strategic action which has, over 
the last few years, seen in- 
creasingly rapid changes pos- 
ing major challenges at the 
Arab, regional and world 
levels. Our country has been 
able to stand firm in facing 
these challenges and to persist 
in making determined, confi- 
dent and steadfast progress. 


“ The issue of 


peace bas entered a 
new stage requir- 
ing us to take a 
strong stand stem- 
ming from our 
national unity , 
from our constant 
positions rooted in 
international legi- 
timacy, and from 
our unwavering 
determination to 
achieve a jnst, dur- 
able and honour- 
able peace which 
future generations 
would accept and 
preserve . ” 


' The issue of peace has en- 
tered a new stage requiring us 
to take a strong stand stem- 
ming from our national unity, 
from our constant positions 
rooted in international legi- 
timacy, and from our unwaver- 
ing determination to achieve a 
just, durable and honourable 
peace which future generations 
would accept ana preserve. 
Such a peace would be based 
on the restoration of all our 
rights, would guarantee the 
legitimate right of our Palesti- 
nian brethren on their national 
soil and would provide security 
and peace to ail the states and 
peoples of our region. To this 
end, we gave our support to 
the position taken by the 
Palestinian people as repre- 
sented by the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation. We pro- 
vided an umbrella ensuring 
legitimacy foT their negotiating 
team, in a spirit of truthful- 
ness, brotherhood and sincere 
openness that must prevail 
among brethren, and the need 
- to support the PLO in realising 
its national identity. 

The PLO, in full freedom 
and through its own free 
choice, moved to adopt an 
independent position, thus 
'bearing a historic responsibil- 
ity. It concluded the declara- 
tion of principles with Israel on 
-Sept. 13, 1993, and Israel rec- 
ognised PLO representation of 
the Palestinian people. Israel 
also recognised tne unity of the 
Palestinian people within and 
outside the occupied territor- 
ies. The independent Palesti- 
nian will was thus confirmed. 
This recognition was supported 
by the great world powers, by 
the majority of the world's 
nations. The PLO recognised 
the state of Israel, and theold 
enemies shook bands. Based 
•on our conviction since the 
1974 Rabat Summit that the 
mechanism of independent 
Palestinian decision-making 
should be respected, we sup- 
port the PLO and we respect 
its right to realise the goa £ of 
our brethren the Palestinian 
people. We shall persist in this 
support — with all our power 
and capacity. In this convic- 
tion, my government repeated- 
ly instructed the Jordanian 
negotiating team which was 
committed to taking into con- 
sideration the degree of prog- 
ress on the Palestinian-Israeli 
track. As soon as the Israeli- 
Palestinian declaration of prin- 
ciples was signed with all what 
that entailed, my government 
instructed the head of our 
negotiating team to sign the 
Jordanian-lsraeli negotiating 
agenda on Sept. 14, 1993, 
announcing the beginning of 
our progress towards peace in 
foolproof, wisely-regulated 
steps, confident in the ability 
of our government, of your 
assembly and of our 
courageous people to face the 
challenges of tne future nego- 


tiating phase- with faith, loyal- 
ty ana determination. 

This would direct us towards 
the dawning of a peace of 
which the people of the whole 
region have so far been dep- 
rived, a peace that would bring 
forth satisfaction and stability, 
that would open wide horizons 
for the progress and advance- 
ment of humanity and the pro- 
vision of the opportunities of a 
dignified life eradicating differ- 
ences at all levels among all. 

I am fully confident and I 
have absolute faith that we all 
believe that a just and compre- 
hensive peace will not be real- 
ised and completed until Jeru- 
salem becomes the city of 
peace, its symbol and its ess- 
ence, once its Arabs’ occupied 
land is returned to its owners 
who have inherited it from 
their Arab forefathers Muslims 
and Christians alike and once it 
becomes the meeting point be- 
tween the Palestinians and the 
Israelis, and once it becomes a 
meeting point of peace for all. 

Our commitment to the 
-achievement of peace is a duty 
we owe to future generations 
and it propels us to adopt this 
honest ana sincere stance that 
wants for Jerusalem to be the 
eternal symbol of peace in the 
world among the followers of 
the three monotheistic reli- 
gions, all of whom are the 
descendants of the Prophet 
Abraham may peace be upon 
him. 

As for Jerusalem, the holiest 
of holies, it lies in the hearts 
and souls of all believers in 
God of the three monotheistic 
feiths. We recognise no 
sovereignty over it except that 
of the Almighty God. From 
this august rostrum I reiterate 
the call I made in my address 
to the nation last Ctt. 12 to 
establish a non-political Arab- 
Islamic body uniting and repre- 
senting the seven Muslim sects, 
which would rise above the 
mundane and trivial, to which 
would be entrusted the care 
and oversight of the Muslim 
holy places. We pledge our 
support to this body with all 
the means at our disposal and 
we pledge not to cede or give 
up our religious and historical 
responsibilities in Jerusalem 
ana towards Al Awqaf and 
Islamic holy places in Pales- 
tine. At the same time, we call 
for an inter-religious dialogue 
among the followers of the 
three monotheistic religions 
for the purpose of realising 
God’s will for Holy Jerusalem 
to be the closest to their hearts 
so that they may worship God 
Almighty and gain his bless- 
ings. Stemming from the legi- 
timacy of our historical and 
religious responsibilities and 
from our keen determination 
to protect and preserve our 
holy places, we are continuing 
restoration and renovation 
works on the Dome of the 
Rock as well as the capping of 
the rock with gold-enameled 
copper plates — which 
Almighty God has enabled me 
to carry out in the cause of 
serving the first of the two 
Qiblas and the third holy Mos- 
que. The Restoration Commit- 
tee is currently engaged in re- 
constructing the pulpit of the 
Aqsa Mosque, under my own 
direct oversight, in the wake of 
the letter I addressed to my 
government in this regard. So 
that the pulpit of the Prophet 
— may peace be upon him — is 
restored to its past splendour 
and historical role of inspiring 
the faithful. 


sc 


Our country 9 s 
peace and stability, 
as well as the pro- 
tection of its inde- 
pendence and 
accomp/jsfrmei] ts, 
the freedom to our 
citizens, their hu- 
man dignity, their 
personal and pub- 
lic safety and the 
preservation of 
national peace and 
security, are an in- 
divisible whole . 99 


Honourable senators. 
Honourable deputies. 


Our country’s peace and sta- 
bility. as well as tbe protec- 
tion of its independence and 
accomplishments, the freedom 
to our citizens, their human 
dignity, their personal and 
public safety and the preserva- 
tion of national peace and 
security, are an indivisible 
whole. They are protected and 
secured by the vanguard of our 
people, members of our Arab 
Legion members of the Jorda- 
nian ground, air and naval 
Armed Forces, by members of 
our Public Security, General 


intelligence and Civil Defence 
bodies. Through their keen 
national awareness and inte- 
grated work, they truly repre- 
sent our country’s shield and 
security and are a source of 
pride and admiration to us all. 
I would like to take this auspi- 
cious opportunity to convey to 
them, from this rostrum, our 
greetings and appreciation, for 
they are our nation's tree and 
honourable defenders, loyal to 
their country and their nation. 
They are as well tbe guardians 
of tne principles of the Great 
Arab Revolt, whose banner 
they, with God's help, shall for 
ever hold high- My govern- 
ment will persist in its commit- 
ment to the obligation of pro- 
viding them with our full sup- 
port and watchful care to en- 
sure their development and up- 
grading, thus enabling them to 
continue their distinctive task 
of protecting our country, safe- 
guarding the security of our 
citizenry and carrying out their 

h umanitarian world miss ion as 

part of the international 
peacekeeping forces. 


“As with previous 
governments, my 
government will 
continue its efforts 
to develop and up- 
grade administra- 
tive performance 
in the interest of 
greater dynamism 
and efficiency. The 
administrative 
effort will be led by 
the most highly 
qualified citizens, 
capable of trans- 
cending red tape, 
nepotism and indi- 
vidualism, thus 
serving all citizens 
without ulterior 
motive or discri- 
mination." 


Honourable senators. 
Honourable deputies, 


Ever since free Jordanians 
joined the ranks of the Great 
• Arab Revolt under the revolu- 
tionary Hashemite Hussein Ibn 
All, God rest his soul, through 
the time loyal Jordanians de- 
clared fealty to tbe martyred 
King Abdullah Ibn Al Hus- 
sein, and up to the period of 
my assumption of constitution- 
al powers, this Arab country 
has been seeking to achieve 
full Arab solidarity. We were a 
founding member of the 
League of Arab states and 
have, since it inception, striven 
to support its work and institu- 
tions. Forty-eight years into its 
existence, it is high time that 
an effort is made to amend its 
charter, in line with contem- 
porary needs. This is necessary 
in order to achieve a greater 
measure of cooperation and 
coordination among all Arab 
states, in a bid to restore for 
the Arab Nation its rightful 
position, which is commensu- 
rate with its history and noble 
message, and to overcome its 
current weakness brought ab- 
out by side differences and 
disputes. 

My government wifl con- 
tinue with all means at its 
disposal, to strengthen coop- 
eration with all sister Islamic 
states, especially in defence of 
the reputation and die humane 
and compassionate principles 
of die righteous Muslim faith. 

, With regard to our relations 
/With friendly states, my gov- 
(emmect will continue to main- 
tain and strengthen them on a 
basis of mutual confidence and 
respect, reciprocity, common 
interests and non-interference 
in internal affaire. My govern- 
ment will give special attention 
to matters pertaining to the 
United Nations and to regional 
and international organisations 
as well as to enhancing its role 
in these organisations and 
seeking to upgrade theii extant 
legislation , reorganise their 
structure and revise their char- 
ters. 


Honourable senators. 
Honourable deputies, 

As we strive to establish a 
secure modern state founded 
on principles of right, justice, 
equality and equal opportuni- 
ties for all, it is imperative that 
we focus our efforts on con- 
structing a model state and 
enhancing the concept of the 
state of law, which alone can 
safeguard human rights and 
ensure the citizen's security, 
well-being, stability and faith 
in the future. In order to up- 
hold this concept, my gover- 


ment has established & cabinet 
portfolio for legal affairs, as a 
means of stressing respect for 
and supremacy of the law as a 1 
way or life. This new organ of 
cabinet will pursue a course of 
upgrading legislation, in full 
cooperation with your August 
assembly, of strength ening ties 
between the legislative and ex- 
ecutive branches, of govern- 
ment follow-up of parliamen- 
tary matters and of addressing 
common concerns in conformi- 
ty with the higher national 
interest. 

The government has taken 
major strides in this respect. 
Since assuming its responsibili- 
ties, it has seen to tbe enact- 
ment of legislation pertaining 
to the structure ana adminis- 
tration of a number of minis- 
tries pnri organisations, includ- 
ing among others, the statute 
on cabinet prerogatives and 
die reorganisation and admi- 
nistration of the Prime Minis- 
try and the Ministry of Health. 
The government has also 
established several committees 
composed of distinguished au- 
thorities in their fields to draw 
up draft legislation on matters 
dosely affecting the citizens’ 


local government. 

As with previous govern- 
ments, my government win 
continue its efforts to develop 
and upgrade administrative? 
performance in tbe interest of 
greater dynamism and efficien- 
cy. Tbe administrative effort 
will be Jed by the most highly 
qualified dozens, capable of 
transcending red tape, nepot- 
ism and individualism, thus 
serving all citizens without 
ulterior motive or discrimina- 
tion. To ensure their effective- 
ness, administrative organs of 
government should have dear 
guidelines and oversight. To 
this end, the Bureau of Control . 
and Ad minist rative Inspection, 
has begun its work, now that 
necessary legislation has been 
completed for this purpose. Its 
work will be additional to the . . 
oversight exercised by the Au^. 
dit Bureau over state revenues^ 
expenditures and methods of 
disbursement. 


interests. Upgraded legislation 
will contribute to a more rapid 
resolution of court cases, to 
enhanced performance in the 
judicial domain and to facili- 
tate procedures. In a similar 
vein, the government con- 
tinues to pursue its policy of 
supporting tbe independence 
of the juaidaxy, guaranteeing 
its impartiality, upgrading its 
performance and appointing 
qualified and distinguished 
fudges. The government has 
begun to open new court- 
houses in various regions of the 
Kingdom and to construct the 
necessary buildings to house 
them. 

In response to our directive 
to upgrade our diplomatic in- 
stitutions and enable them to 
cany out their mission of 
strengthening Jordan's ties 
with other countries and re- 
flecting the true face of Jordan, 
my government has drawn up a 
special by-law for the diploma- 
tic corps as well as a by-law 
organising the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and regulating 
its work in such a manner as to 
enhance performance and im- 
prove living conditions for staff 
in our diplomatic missions. 

My government has begun 
to apply the concept of admi- 
nistrative and financial decen- 
tralisation. This involves an 
activation of the role of gov- 
ernors, executive bodies and 
local councils in the various 
governorates. Some of the pre- 
rogatives of ministers have 
been delegated to governors 
and to executive and consulta- 
tive councils, in pursuance of 
the principles of freedom, par- 
ticipation in the decision-mak- 
ing process, sharing of respon- 
sibility, service to the people, 
participation by the people in 
administering their local affairs 
and moving the decision-mak- 
ing process to where the 
dozens are. Decentralisation 
would thus meet tine objective 
of enhancing the democratic 
way of life. 

m pursuing the participatory 
principle, my government is 
determined, beginning this 
year, to transform tbe budget 
into a document of work and 
direction. It wiD no longer be a 
budget merely concerned with 
ministries, departments or pro- 
jects but one that encompasses 
the various governorates and 
reflects current and capital ex- 
penditures in each gove mo- 
rate. My government is also 
preparing legislation to reg- 
ulate local administration and 


Honourable senators. 
Honourable deputies, 

Our constant belief in free- 
dom of thought, speech and 
participation — as guaranteed 
by the Constitution and the law 
and exercised in a climate of 
responsibility — - has provided 
the means for an active intel- 
lectual, cultural, literary and 
youth movement, as shown in 
the overall cultural renaissance 
pervading the country. Popu- 
lar, fine and theatre arts have 
flourished. Seminars, lectures 
and cultural fora have 
mushroomed in every region. 


The print media have been 
increasingly active. Dail^g 
newspapers and weekly tnaga- ' 
zines have been published 
under the new Press and Pub- 
lications Law for 1993, which 
guarantees the freedom of 
press, publication and opinion 
to all Jordanians. Most news- 
papers have adhered to the 
legal framework and have re- 
sponsibly observed the. free- 
dom provided therein. 

The Ministry of Information 
has launched a new informa- 
tion strategy for Jordan, by 
means of which official bodies, 
means of communication and 
pork practices will be up- 
graded to enable them to cope 
with rapid change on the Arab 
and international scenes. Now 
that Jordanian satellite televi- 
sion has commenced broad- 
casting to the Arab world, 
work is continuing apace to 
extend ics. coverage to Europe 
and the Americas. It will be a 
vehicle reflecting Jordan's true 
achievements abroad. 

My Government has drawn 
up an integrated plan to de- 
velop the posts and com- 
munications sector and extend 




services to all regions of the« *• . 
Kingdom. This will be done . 


through an investment prog- 
ramme aimed at upgrading 
satellite communications and 
adding new national and inter- 
national exchanges and tele- 
phone networks. 

In the realm of education, 
my government will continue 
to implement the educational 
development plan launched six 
years ago, with emphasis on 
the active role of education in 
the process of democratic 
change. There will be a dear 
focus in quality, including: Up- ^ 
grading the teaching profession r 
m terms of performance and 
status; developing curricula 
and school textbooks in con- 
tent and layout; providing ^ ’ . 
variety of new educational faci- 
lities; relinquishing rented 
school buildin gs ; improving 
the level of education! &dnn* 
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LETTERS 


Strength behind 


kindness 


To die Editor: 


Like many Jordanians, I am always gratified to see His 
Majesty King Hussein walking that extra mile in order to win 
the understanding and cooperation of his Arab cmmterjjans. King 
Hussein has made many visits to various Arab capitals and 
held formal and informal meetings with Arab leaders on their 

. r- L- LUk .V. 


t? 


own turfs without ever suggesting that it is high time that the 
Arab heads of state reciprocate this generousity. Yet there is 


always a fear that some Arab countries may interpret the 
King's kindness as a sign of weakness. 

We, Jordanians, fully understand the strength that lies 
beneath King Hussein’s compassion on the domestic and 
regional levels. We just want our Arab neighbours to also 
comprehend and appreciate this Jordanian hospitality by 
reciprocating the' courteous visits extended to them once in a 
while. 


Ryan W. Sadi, 
Amman. - 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its ' 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended 
for publication, however, should contain the writer'sTull name 
and preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only 
upon request and under special circumstances. Letters are 
subject to editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the 
return of unused manuscripts. 
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nistration, developing evalua- 
non methods and public ex- 
aminations; and, emphasising 
the role of the school as a unit 
of educational development 
and an active component of the 
local community. 

My government win rein- 
force the role of private educa- 
tion and will provide ail neces- 
sary means to enable it to carry 
out this role to the fullest de- 
gree and to contribute to all 
areas erf education. 

My government wiil'pay due 
attention to special education 
geared towards people with 
particular needs and towards 
the handicapped. This would 
include? An activation of pre- 
school education; expansion of 
adult education opportunities: 
and dissemination and diversi- 
fication of vocational training 
opportunities. It will also seek 
close links between education- 
al output and educational cy- 
cles on the one hand and de- 
velopment and labour require- 
ments on the other. 

At the level of university 
education, my government has 
launched a comprehensive re- 
view of regulations and proce- 
dures at state and private uni- 
versities with a view to intro- 
ducing a set of changes and 
amendments in a manner that 
would: Reinforce the inde- 
pendence of the universities; 
parallel scientific, social and 
democratic growth in the 
Jordanian society; and im- 
prove conditions for university 
personnel for the purpose of 
upgrading their capacity to 
serve the academic process. 
My government pays particular 
attention to A1 Al-Beit Uni- 
versity to enable it to realise its 
Arab and Islamic objectives. 

Sports and youth activities in 
the kingdom have shown great 
vigour. Gnbs have partici- 
pated in elections for mem- 
bership in the governing coun- 
cils of Olympic athletic associa- 
tions. A number of sports com- 
plexes have been constructed 
in the various regions. My gov- 
eminent has established the 
Jordanian Centre for trainers 
as an investment in national 
training capacity and a means 
of enhancing athletic perform- 
ance all over the Kingdom. It 
has also taken the initiative in 
utilizing the capabilities of our 
youth and giving them a 
meaningful direction through 
the higher committee for 
voluntary work. It has estab- 
lished four youth camps, in 
addition to the youth hostel in 
Aqaba. 

Honourable senators. 
Honourable deputies, 

Complementing past efforts, 
my government has persisted 
in construction and develop- 
ment efforts at all levels aimed 
at achieving an advanced state 
of economic growth and social 
and cultural development. The 
five year plan for economic 
and social development: 3993- 
1997 has been ratified. The 
plan is rooted in an economic 
policy which seeks to activate 


the role of the private sector 
while upgrading the perfoim- 
mice of the public sector. It is 
derived from a comprehensive 
view of economic and social 
realities. It strives to enhance 
sustainable development whilst 
taking into consideration the 
economic restructuring prog- 
ramme for 1992-1998 m order 
to achieve domestic and exter- 
nal balance in our national 
economy. Integrated packages 
of economic and social policies 
have been adopted. They pro- 
vide the private sector with a 
sufficient range of opportuni- 
ties and accord it priority in the 
investment ana productive 
effort. My government has also 
continued its drive to combat 
unemployment and poverty. 
To this end, it has launched a 
number of projects to alleviate 
this problem and raise income 
levels. Among these projects is 
one aiming at diversifying 
sources of income for needy 
families. Others have the 
objective of supporting the D- 
evelqpment ana Employment 
Fund, the National Assistance 
Fund and the Zakat Fund and 
committees. The efforts of 
voluntary organisations have 
also been supported. My gov- 
ernment will give due attention 
to citizens with special needs of 
all kinds, through providing 
work opportunities for the 
handicapped as stipulated by 
the disability law. Special em- 
, lent offices will be esta ti- 
ed to serve this group. 

My government will ■ also- 
strive to enhance the role of 
the voluntary social sector and 
expand the base of citizen par- 
ticipation in areas affecting 
then own lives and communi- 
ties, through the establishment 
of new cooperative and charit- 
able societies. My government 
has also completed the estab- 
lishment of the Information 
Centre for the Social Develop- 
ment Sector which will help 
activate and upgrade the per- 
formance of social assistance 
organisations in the public and 
private sectors. 

At the financial and monel- ‘ 
ary levels, my government has 
persisted in its efforts to bring 
about greater self-reliance 
while preserving financial and 
monetary stability and reduc- 
ing the burden of the external 
debt. Initial indicators show 
that the national economy has 
achieved positive results, for 
the second year running, in 
conformity with the economic 
restructuring programme. It is 
expected that the gross domes- 
tic and national products will 
achieve real growth of about 
six per cent as a result of 
growth in the various produc- 
tion sectors, especially con- 
struction, agriculture and tour- 
ism. It is also expected that 
inflation will be held to the 
existing level of under four and 
a half per cent. 

The government has made a 
strenuous effort to reduce the 
burden of the external debt 
through the debt restructuring 
process. Agreement has been 


Masri sweeps to speakership 


(Continued from page 1) 


Mr. Masri said the respon- 
sibilities of the House w£U be 
greater due "to the absence 
of some current national 
issues (from the election cam- 
paigns) with rendered the de- 
bate between the candidates 
and the voters incomplete.” 

Mr. Masri pledged to 
strengthen the performance 
of the House and work to 
provide its members with foe 
technical and admuusriative 
help they would need in per- 
forming their duties. 

Emphasising that Jordan 
has a parliamentary political 
system, Mr. Masri urged the 
executive authority to 
cooperate with the legislature 
and to address “the people 
through their representa- 
tives. 

"His Majesty King Hussein 
has . on various occasions 
emphasised the necessity of 
renewing the content of the 
Hashemite Jordanian politic- 
al message... but until now 
the official and popular agen- 
cies, institutions, patties and 
individuals have not suffi- 
ciently responded to this call 
which is urged by” local, re- 
gional and international 

changes, said Mr. Masri. 

"This makes the House re- 
sponsible,** for helping bring 
about thBt change, be said. 
Emphasising the strength 

of the Jordanian-Palcstinian 

ties, Mr. Masri said this rela- 
tionship is a model for Arab 
unify. ' 

The House started its ses- 
sion under the chairmanship 
of Deputy Abdul Baqi Jam- 
mo after His Majesty King 
Hussein opened the 12th Par- 


liament with the speech from 
die Throne. 

IAF member Deputy 
Abdul Ariz Jabcr started a 
tense debate at the outset of 
the session when he altered 


the oath chat deputies are 
constitutionally required to 
take before the requirements 
for their membership in the 
House are met. 

To the pledge for loyalty to 
the King and country and 
sendee to the nation, Mr. 
Jaber, followed by all IAF 
deputies, added the phrase 
"within the dictates of God 
and His Prophet.” 

Sheikh Jammo requested 
Mr. Jaber to repeat his oath 
and stick to the phrasing as 
specified in the Constitution 
but Mr. Jaber and other 
Islamist deputies insisted on 
adding the phrase. Mr. Jaber 
al so cook the oath sitting 
down but other members of 
the IAF agreed to stand up 
after Sheikh Jammo pointed 
that the “norm” required so. 

Deputy Abdul Raouf A1 
Rawabdeb then proposed to 
go ahead with die session and 
refer the dispute to the High- 
er Council for the Interpreta- 
tion of the Constitution. Mr. 
Jammo agreed to the prop- 
osal. 

i deputy in 
e, Toujan 
Faisal, took the oath without 
using the feminine pronouns 
u in order to stick to the oath 
as spelled out in the Constitu- 
tion.” 

Mafraq Deputy Moham- 
mad Abu Oleim added to the 
pledge of loyalty to the King 
and country the phrase 
"within the dictates of God, 
the Prophet and the leaders.” 
The House then elected an 
11-member committee to re- 
spond to the King's speech 
from the Throne which will 
be discussed Snnday. 

Deputies will bold their 
next session Sunday to elect 
members of the judicial, fi- 
nance, foreign affairs and 
administrative committees. 


The first woman dei 
the Lower House, Toujan 


Jordan committed to peace, democracy 


reached in principle with the 
London pub — representing 
commercial creditor banks — 
on the restructuring of debts 
amounting to $895 million. My 
government will sign the final 
agreement on the restructuring 
of those debts and debt interest 
before the end of the year. My 
government has been able to 
secure the agreement of credi- 
tor governments — members 
of the Paris Club — to extend 
the restructuring period on 
debts amounting to $250 mil- 
lion, representing installments 
and interest due in the period 
from July 1, 1993, to Feoruary 
28, 1994. We have also suc- 
ceeded in reducing the budget 
deficit for this current year and 
controlling expenditures. 
Domestic revenues, a g ai n for 
the second year running in the 
Kingdom's history, have co- 
vered total operating expendi- 
tures as well as a large part of 
investment expenditures. 

Financial accomplishments 
have not been divorced from 
monetaiy stability. The monet- 
ary authorities have succeeded 
in replenishing tire Kingdom’s 
foreign currency reserves, 
while ensuring stability in the 
exchange rates of the Jordan 
dinar. Credit facilities ex- 
tended by banks and special- 
ised credit agencies to the va- 
rious productive and service 
sectors have been carefully 
attuned to planned growth 
policies. In the field of finan- 
cial legislation. My govern- 
ment is conducting a review of 
legislation pertaining to cus- 
toms as well as taxes on con- 
sumption income, property, 
free zones and the Amman 
Finandal Market with a view 
to keeping abreast of develop- 
ments in those areas. At the 
level of industrial investment, 
my government has sought to 
provide facilities, within avail- 
able means, to create a stable 
investment climate. Hus has 
enabled the registration of 
more than 843 industrial pro- 
jects which provide 11,200 new 
job opportunities, in addition 
to a rise in the number of local 
companies registered, which 
amounted to 4,017 companies 
during the year. A department 
for the encouragement of in- 
vestment has been set op to 
serve as a reference point 
enabling investors to imple- 
ment projects without difficul- 
ty. Appropriate measures have 
been taken to expend trade . 
and industrial estates. My gov- 
ernment has received a num- 
ber of economic and commer- 
cial agreements existing be- 
tween Jordan and Arab and 
foreign countries with view to 
raising the level of trade ex- 
change and enhancing domes- 
tic exports to their markets. . 

My government has demons- 
trated its interest in the private 
sector through supporting pri- 
vate initiative and participation 
in the decision-making pro- 
cess, out of conviction that the 
private sector plays an impor- 
tant role in economic and so- 
cial growth. 

Pursuant to our believe in 
the twin roles of political and 
economic democracy, together 
with the principle of shanng in 


the decision-making process, 
my government has paid due 
attention to restructuring the 
Economic Consultative Coun- 
cil and expanding its base 
through adding men of distinc- 
tion to its membership. The 
council has been invited to 
regular meetings to devise 
common solutions to basic eco- 
nomic issues, including invest- 
ment legislation, economic and 
monetary policies, price and 
wane policies, privatisation 
ana the contribution of the 
public and private sectors to 
economic activities. 

Honourable senators, 
Honourable deputies. 

My government has con- 
tinued oil and gas explorations 
in the Risha and Dead Sea 
regions. It has expanded the 


s expanc 
Risha si 


capacity of the Kisba gas-oper- 
ated power turbines. A first 
well is currently being dug in 
northern Risha. Measures are 
being taken to establish a 
national oil and gas company. 

In the field of mineral re- 
sources, my government will 
continue the necessary technic- 
al surveys of mineral resources 
in the various regions of the 
Kingdom. Positive results have 
been achieved through the dis- 
covery , of pro mising new 
mineral resources. 

My government persisting in 
its drive to expand and develop 
renewable energy resources, 
including wind energy, solar 
energy and oil shale. 

In agriculture, my govern- 
ment is continuing its drive’ to 
reclaim new lands in elevated 
areas and plant them with fruit 
trees, to complete national 
afforestation projects, to de- 
velop the Hammad region and 
to provide capital ana operat- 
ing loans to formers. 

An agreement has recently 
been signed pertaining to the 
income diversification project 
in cooperation with the Inter- 
National Agricultural Develop- 
ment Fund. Another agree- 
ment is in the process of Seine 
concluded with the Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social De- 
velopment to finance projects 
securing small scale formers. 

In the area of labour, voca- 
tional training and social secur- 
ity, my government strives to 
provide a favourable climate 
for work and productive en- 
deavour- as weu as for voca- 
tional safety, social security for 
the worker and his family and 
the means of enhancing profes- 
sional and productive skills, 
through training and rehabi- 
litation programmes. 

My government is persisting 
in taking constitutional ana 
legal measures to enact a new 
labour law which would im- 
prove employment conditions, 
address issues pertaining to 
working women and ensure 
greater benefits for the labour 
force. 

My government has estab- 
lished the mechanisms and 
procedures needed to regulate 
the employment of guest work- 
ers, coupled with constraints 
on their competitiveness with 
the domestic work force. It 
continues to lend its support to 
labour and employers unions 


so as to strengthen the three 
elements of production in an 
integrated manner that would 
serve the purposes of national 
productivity. My government 
bas completed the blueprints 
for a labour-employment orga- 
nisation, which will be brought 
into existence in due course. It 
bas also completed a draft law 
to regulate vocational work 
through mandated vocational 
classification and stratification. 

My government continues to 
support the vocational training 
institute with a view to upgrad- 
ing the quality of trainers and 
enhancing the institute’s 
absorptive capacity, enabli 
to accommodate 72. 
trainees over the years of the 
five-year plan: 1993-1997. My 
government also persists in its 
oversight of the social security 
institute with regard to the 
provision of social security be- 
nefits. support of the national 
economy and protection and 
enhancement of the real value 
of its assets in order to enable 
it to meet its commitments to 
subscribers. 

Honourable senators, 
Honourable deputies, 

My government has sought 
to expand the health insurance 
umbrella. To this end, it will be 
enacting legislation to bring all 
citizens into the health insur- 
ance scheme. It also seeks to 
disseminate preventive health 
care and to draw up regula- 
tions aimed at strengthening 
health supervision. At the level 
of curative medicine, work is 
afoot to raise the absorptive 
capacity of government hospit- 
als through: Increasing beds in 
most hospitals of the Kingdom; 
establishing new hospitals, 
most important of which will 
be the King Abdullah Hospital 
and the hospitals of Karak, 
Yajouz and Deir Abi S'eed; 
and activating the role of 


health centres and the private 
health sector, enabling this sec- 
tor to do its part alongside the 
public health sector. 

My government is also about 
to complete a draft law on the 
environment to regulate coop- 
eration among the parties con- 
cerned with environmental 
preservation and pollution pro- 
tection. The law will lead to 
the establishment of a public 
environmental organisation 
enjoying financial autonomy. 
There wll. be a higher council 
on the environment which 
would include representatives 
from the public and private 
sectors ana semi-officiai, non- 
governmental and voluntary 
societies. These will be given 
an active voice in policy-mak- 
ing and the implementation of 
environmental projects. Jor- 
dan has continued its distinc- 
tive role at the international 
level connected with environ- 
mental protection, through ac- 
tive participation in confer- 
ences and seminars as well as 
through implementing the pro- 
visions of international con- 
ventions on the environment 
which Jordan has had a hand in 
drawing up or has formally 
signed. 

In the interest of providing 
food security, my government 
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has continued to ensure regu- 
lar strategic food reserve* 
which would meet the King- 
dom’s needs for a period of sot 
months. It has also preserved 
price stability of basic food; 
within the limits of the subskft 
earmarked fox tins purpose 
which includes support foi 
domestic agricultural produc- 
tion. My government will con- 
tinue to provide basic food- 
stuffs at acceptable prices 
while seeking to ensure that 
support reaches those who 
actually need it, with a view to 
achieving both justice and eco- 
nomic reform. 

la the area of drinking wa- 
ter, my government has con- 
tinued to establish principle 
and secondary water networks 
serving new population centres 
while, at the same time, up- 
grading existing networks to 

6 ‘Our faith in the 
unity of this nation 
and in future gen- 
erations requires 
us to seek to revive 
mutual confidence 
among Arab 
brethren, to trans- 
cend the obstacles 
and shortcomings, 
which have beset 
the course of Arab 
solidarity, to re- 
nounce quarrels 
and disagreements 
and to reinstitute 
amity and mutual 
understanding 

ensure better water distribu- 
tion. The proportion of tile 
population served by public 
water networks has now 
reached 98 per cent of the 
Jordanian people. 

In the irrigation sector, my 
government will proceed to im- 
plement a comprehensive de- 
velopment plan for the remain- 
ing parts of the Ghor areas. 
The implementation of this 
ambitious plan will commence 
next year and will serve to 
develop the Wadi Araba re- 
gion along lines used for the 
Jordan Valley and southern 
Ghors and to turn them into 
productive and population- 
attracting areas. 

As for dams, work will com- 
mence before the end of the 


year on a 
of a num 


led construction 
of large dams in 
areas showing promise along 
the valleys leading to the Ghor 
regions. Implementation of the 
catchment and desert dam 
programme will continue, with 
participation by the Jordanian 
Aimed Forces in order to con- 
tribute to the development of 
the Badia regions. 

In the area of housing, my 
'venunent is doing its part in 
lping to secure appropriate 
dwellings and provide urba- 
nised services to low-income 
families. 

My government is also en- 
gaged m the establishment, de- 
velopment and maintenance of 
the public roads network. It 
continues to provide the net- 
work with all necessary traffic 
amenities and to build new 
roads. It will also continue to 
support the construction 
sector. 

In the field of transport, my 
government has begun to take 
the necessary steps of ensure a 
unified system of oversight 
over the transport sector. It 
will provide incentives for the 
private sector to invest in the 
administration and ownership 
of the transport sector. It has 
drawn up draft legislation to 
set up a higher transport coun- 
cil and affiliated sectoral com- 
mittees to assist in setting pub- 


It has also begun the process of 
establishing an informatics 
centre to serve the needs of the 
sector. It has taken the neces- 
sary measures to restructure 
Royal Jordanian to enable it to 
forge ahead with its national 
responsibilities. 

My government pays great 
attention to archaeological 
sites and historic buildings in- 
sofar as they are a national 
treasure and a cultural tradi- 
tion of which we are proud, in 
addition to being tounst attrac- 
tions for domestic and foreign 
tourists. It seeks to: develop 
tourist facilities; to provide 
both infrastructural ana super- 
structural support to tourist 
development areas in the va-' 
nous regions; and to diversify 
the services of tourist facilities 
and to enhance their capacity 
to receive tourists and guests 
from Jordan and abroad. This 
should increase economic re- 
turns in a manner that would 
support the balance of pay- 
ments, replenish the treasury’s 
bard currency holdings, en- 
hance the rate of economic 
growth and expand the gross 
national product. The private 
sector wifl have a major role in 
tourist development through 


incentives aimed at expanding 
investment through stream - 
lined procedures, tourist-de- 
velopment legislation and 
marketing and advertising 
drives in international tourist 
markets.. 

Honourable senators. 
Honourable deputies, 

Our faith in the unity of this 
nation and in future genera- 
tions requires us to seek to 
revive mutual confidence 
among Arab brethren, to 
transcend the obstacles and 
shortcomings, which have be- 
set the course of Arab solidar- 
ity, to renounce quarrels and 
disagreements and to reinsti- 
tute amity and mutual under- 
standing. Factors for an Arab 
meeting of the minds for out- 
strip those that make for re- 
serve or false accusation. In all 
that pertains to Arab action, 
we should proceed from the 
concept of overall national 
security, interrelated interests 
and a common future in the 
interest of finding a compre- 
hensive solution to the various 
strategic problems which we 
face. 

The current phase requires a 
high degree of coordination. It 
requires a unified position on 
the issue of peace, which 
would lead to me restoration 
of just Palestinian and Arab 
rights- Jordan will persist in its 
strenuous efforts to strengthen 
ties with Islamic states, en- 
hance cooperation with them 
and show the bright humanistic 
face of our righteous faith, its 
compassionate principles and 
enlightened open-mindedness. 

Jordan will strengthen its re- 
lationship with the other coun- 
tries of the world. In this con- 
nection, it has established di- 
plomatic relations with the 
Asian republics, Eritrea and 
South Africa. It has also con- 
tributed humanitarian aid to 
Somalia and Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina. 

Honourable senators, 
Honourable deputies, 

Our country’s blessed march 
requires every sincere effort, a 
it deal of hard work and a 
measure of fruitful coop- 
eration among the members of 
our one family, be they offi- 
cials or private citizens'. May 
God assist you in the great task 
ahead. May He bless you with 
success and guide your steps 
along the path of goodness and 
righteousness. 

Peace be with you and God's 
mercy and His blessings. 
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The United Nations Children's Fund, seeks qualified Jorda- 
nian candidates for the following position: 

INFORMATION/COMMUNICATION 
OFFICER - NOC 

Duty Station: Amman, Jordan 

Under the direct supervision of the Area Representative, the 
Information/Communication Officer will undertake activities 
pertaining the development, planning, implementation and 
monitoring of information and communication strategies to 
support the programmes of UNICEF Area Office. Develop 
and implement information strategies and materials. Design, 
manage and implement communications plans of action to 
facilitate social mobilisation, community education and in- 
volvement. Identify the need for info/communication mate- 
rials, manage their production and distribution to largest 
audience to advocate and promote organisational goals. 
Develop training materials and organise for special events 
activities. Develop close collaboration with professional 
groups, NGOs, and mass media in order to generate and 
maintain public interest and support in UNICEF programme 
goals. Plan and monitor the use of info budgetary resources. 
Monitor and evaluate activities on the basis of applied 
communication research and frequent visits to project sites, 
and occasional missions outside Jordan. 

Minimum qualifications: 

Advanced university degree in communication, journalism, 
public relations, health education. Five to seven years of 
relevant working experience preferably in development work. 
Fluency and strong written skills in English and Arabic, 
knowledge of computer systems and applications. 

Please send detailed resume, in English, quoting reference 
NO./93-04. to: 

Chief of Operations 
UNICEF Regional Office 
P.O.Box 811721, Amman-Jordan 

Qualified women are encouraged to apply. Applications for 
this position must be received by December 6, 1993. 

Acknowledgement will only be sent to short-listed candidates 
under serious consideration. 
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Economy 

EC ministers limit working week to 48 hours 

BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Commun i ty (EC) employment 


ministers Tuesday signed leg- 
islation to set a maximum 
working week of 48 hours 
throughout the bloc. 

‘Today we have passed a 
milestone on the roaa towards 
'the creation of a European 
^social policy,” the EC’s Soria] 
Affairs Commissioner Padraig 
Flynn said in a statement, 
[adding that the deal came after 
fliree years of hard negotia- 
'tion. 

But the row over the con- 
.tcoveraal law may not be over 
.as Britain has made dear it 
intends to challenge its validity 
in the EC Court, saying it has 
been introduced under false 
health and safety at work 
•grounds. 

“•Mr. Flynn said that although 
-host EC citizens work con- 
siderably less than 48 hours, a 
'significant number of workers 
[would gain increased protec- 
tion under the law, which will 
come into force within three 
years. 

* The legislation, which Lon- 
don consistently opposed, de- 
‘spite gaining Ien|thy grace 


periods, provides tor a max- 
imum 48-hour working week. 


including overtime, a mini- 
mum 11-hour daily rest period 
and at least one day’s rest per 
week. 

It also provides for annual 
paid leave for four weeks, and 
limits night work to eight 
hours. 

Sectors like transport and 
fishing and student doctors are 
excluded from the legislation’s 
scope. 

The finance ministers have 
ruled out proposals for strin- 
gent targets to boost the bloc’s 
economic growth and hack 
away at its record unemploy- 
ment. 

Minis ters said Monday that 
two European Commission 
documents, one a white paper 
on jobs and growth and the 
other a series of macro-econo- 
mic guidelines for creating a 
single currency, pointed in the 
right direction but were too 
ambitious. 

But papers will be watered 
down u meetings scheduled 
for the weeks ahead. 

That will take some of die 
heat out of the Community’s 
Dec. 10-11 summit, the last 
before stage two of the Euro- 
pean Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU) starts on Jan. 1. 

“There is a political will to 


do something together to tack- 
le the problems of jobs and 
growth,” said one diplomat at 
Monday’s meeting. ‘(But after 
that each and every minister 
has his own idea of how to go 
about it.” 

Hie Commission forecast 
this month that the EC jobless 
rate would rise from 10.6 per 
cent this year to 11.3 per cent 
in 1995 as economies' average 
growth recovered to just 2.1 
per cent from a contraction of 
0.4 per cent. 

The aim of the Commis- 
sion’s papers is to create 15 
million jobs, halve the uoem- 

E " tyment rate to five per cent 
the turn of the century and 
economic growth to above 
three per cent by 1996. 

Both papers call for rapid 
interest rate cuts of up to three 
percentage points, a reduction 
in inflation to between two and 
three per cent, holding wage 
rises to one per cent below 
productivity growth and reduc- 
ing labour market rigidities. 

But the ministers, many of 
whom feel they are struggling 
enough to control their coun- 
try's ballooning budget de- 
ficits, baulked at the prescrip- 
tions. 


“The central aim is to create 
the best conditions for a re- 
launch of the European eco- 
nomy,'* French Economy 
Minister Edmond AJphandery 
said. “But I think we are all 
pretty much agreed about the 
danger of quantifying it." 

While the ministers might be 
prepared to accept some of the 
notional aims in the white pap- 
er — which is not legally bind- 
ing — they were set against 
specific targets in the macro- 
economic guidelines, which 
will have legal force from Jan. 

They turned their noses up 
at proposals to shift the burden 
of taxation from labour to in- 
direct taxes such as on carbon 
dioxide and value added tax 
(VAT}. 

Ana, according to British 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Finance Minister) Kenneth 
Clarke, there was a “general 
thumbs down” for proposals 
on cutting working time and 
sharing jobs. 

That issue has recently been 
sensitive in France, where un- 
employment is at a record 
11.7 per cent and set to break 
through 12.0 per cent soon. 

The French parliament, af- 
ter much debate, last week 


passed a plan to cut the work- 
ing week by 15 per cent in the 


Z 


hope that it would bring a 10 
per cent increase in jobs. 
Commission President Jac- 
es Delors conceded that 
ere was no miracle cure for 
unemployment and signalled a 
willingness to redraft the docu- 
ments. 

More concretely, he pre- 
sented ministers at the meeting 
with a plan .to spend up to 150 
billion European Currency 
Units (ECU) ($168.2 billion) 
to boost growth and create 
jobs. 

His idea follows a proposal 
from French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand to issue a 100 
billion ECU ($112.1 billion) 
bond to fund European road, 
rail and telecommunications 
networks over five years. 

EC finance ministers did, 
however, approve plans from 
France and Germany to make 
.their economies converge in 
preparation for a future single 
EC currency. 

The plans, not identical but 
drawn up in consultation, are. 
designed to send a signal that 
the apparent rift between the 
two during the bloc's currency 
crisis last summer has not dam- 
aged their alliance. 


Political 
woes drive 
Italian lira 

to record 

lows 


U.S. House 
rejects 
$90b cut 

WASHINGTON (R) — After 
hours of bitter debate the 
House of Representatives 
handed President Clinton 


another victory Monday, re- 
eding a plan to cut $90 billion 
over five years in favour of the 


X 


white House’s more modest 
$37 billion spending cut. 

* The House voted 219-213 to 
turn down the $90 billion 
budget amendment offered by 
Republican John Kasich of 
C)hio and Democrat Tim Pen- 
ney of Minnesota, who claimed 
Mr. Clinton’s alternative was 
“a fraud and a fake.” 

’ Earlier, the House endorsed 
Clinton’s $37 billion 
[tentative on a 272-163 vote' 
bht under special rules it could 
also have chosen die deeper 
rats of Mr. Penny and Mr. 
Kasich. 

! Later the House almost 
unanimously passed the overall 
bill on a 4294 vote. 

!Mr. Clinton made every 
effort to win the vote, taken 
only a few hours before the 
House adjourned for the year, 
blit the fight put him on notice 
that budget cuts are likely to be 
on the agenda when Congress 
meets in January. 

Nonetheless, it was the third 
recent victory for Mr. Clinton, 
who got a much-needed boost 
by House approval last week of 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement and Monday 
settled the American Airlines 
strike. 

; The House debate was 
marked by an unusually heated 
exchange between the some- 
times excitable Kasich and the 
usually taciturn House budget 
committee chairman, Martin 
Olav Sabo of Minnesota. 


Britain cuts interest rates to 16-year-low 

.lion) 1994-95 budget c 
“This cut in rates is 


LONDON (Agencies) — Bri- 
tain cut interest rates to a 
16-year low Tuesay in a bid to 
accelerate economic recovery 
and offset expected tax rises in 
next week's budget. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Kenneth Clarke said the naif 
percentage point cut to 5.5 per 
cent reflected strong signals of 
recovery from recession and 
die measures he planned in his 
Nov. 30 budget. 

“Weighing up these factors, 
and taking full account of the 
measures I will announce in 
the budget on Nov. 30. 1 have 
decided that a Vi per cent cut in 
interest rates is warranted,” 
said Mr. Clarke, appointed in 
May with a mandate from 
Prime Minister John Major to 
get the economy moving. 

In a move seen by econom- 
ists as signalling neater inde- 
ndence for the Sank of Eng- 
id, Mr. Clarke said in a 
statement that in future “the 
precise timing of interest rate 
changes will be a matter for the 
bank to decide.” 

The treasury said the chan- 


cellor would still decide 
whether to change interest 
rates and by how much, but the 
bank had been given authority 
to pick the precise moment 

British interest rates are now 
the lowest in the European 
Community. They were last at 
5.5 per cent in November 1977 
and are barely half the level 
they were when Britain was 
forced out of the European 
Community currency grid 14 
months ago. 

Commercial banks followed 
suit by ratting their base lend- 
ing rates but most in the crucial 
home-lending sector said they 
would wait for the budget to 
decide how far to cut their 
rates. 

Officials ruled out any furth- 
er rate cut next week saying 
Mr. Clarke was trying to send a 
“clear message” to markets 
not to expect further changes 
in monetary policy in the 
.budget. 

Economists inteipreted that 
as si gnalling a tight budget with 
hefty tax increases to cap a 
forecast £50 billion ($74 bfl- 


defidt. 
consis- 
tent with our view that the 
budget will usher in tax rises 
worth a net £2.0 billion ($2.95 
billion),” said Kevin Gardner 
at Warburg Securities. 

Markets reacted positively 
but with enthusiasm tempered 
by die warning about a firm 
budget and do further cuts. 

Loudon stocks leapt higher 
but retreated a little by mid- 
day. The Financial Times- 
Stock Exchange index of 100 
leading stocks was 10.4 points 
or 0.34 per cent higher at 
3,081.0 points. 

The pound sterling ft 
more than half a German 
nig to 2.5237 marks as markets 
seized on the chances of re- 
covery. 

Mr. Clarke tried to head off 
any suggestions the rate cut 
was politically motivated by 
saying the Bank of England 
had fully concurred with the 
decision and had decided on 
the timing. 

He said the cut was sensible 
and fully consistent with the 


government's inflation target. 

Prime Minsister John Major 
has struggled to deliver on his 
promise at a general election in 
April 1992 that recovery would 
begin the day after the Con- 
servatives were reelected. 

Only now is Britain emerg- 
ing from a two-year downturn 
on the back of historically low 
inflation of just 1.4 per cent, 
low wage growth ana modest 
rises in retail sales and asset 
prices. 

British industry welcomed 
the rate cut, which opposition 
politicians and business figures 
have demanded for months. 

“This is a welcome move 
which is fully justified by the 
recent good news on inflation. 
It will help to sustain the recov- 
ery,” said Howard Davies, 
director general of the Confed- 
eration of British Industry. 

Meanwhile, Bank of Eng- 
land Governor Eddie George 
has warned that banksJn -Bri- 
tain cannot expect automatic 
help if they get into trouble, 
even though the potential for 
problems is increasing. 


MILAN (R) — The lira 
crashed to record lows Tues- 
day, triggering further heavy 
falls in snare prices, as nervous 
investors took fright at Italy's 
political confusion. 

The Italian currency 
slumped to a record 1,000.25 
to the German mark before 
recovering slightly as all Euro- 
pean financial markets took 
heart from a cut in British 
interest rates. 

Alarmed by the weakness 
of the currency, investors in 
Italian stocks and bonds also 
began unloading their holdings, 
extending heavy losses seen 
Monday. 

“It is turning into a horrible 
hangover. The markets are still 
grappling with the implications 
of Sunday’s vote,” said one 
stock trader, referrring to local 
elections showing heavy gains 
for the political left and right. 

The poll remit deepened 
fears that national elections 
due in the spring will not yield 
the sort of stable and decisive 
government Italy needs to deal 
with several economic and so- 
cial problem. 

Hie vote has also cast doubt 
on whether banker Prime 
Minis ter Carlo Azeglio Gampi 
wifl be able to force through a 
deficit-cutting budget package 
by an end-year deadline. 

His main parliamentary 
backers, the Christian Demo- 
crats, were h umilia ted in the 
polls and party members in 
parliament were meeting Tues- 
day to decide on whether to 
keep supporting a budget 
package that could lose them 
even more votes. 

The Milan Mibtel stock in- 
dex, which tumbled nearly five 
per cent Monday, was down 
some 1.5 per cent at the mid- 
session but this was above ear- 
lier lows set when the lira was 
falling fast. 

The Italian currency later 
recovered to around 999 to the 
mark as speculators booked 
the profits made on die lira’s 
slide. The bond market was. 
also rebounding from its lows. 

“But people are still very 
nervous, ’ said one bond mar- 
ket trader. 


Ramos announces $2.5b in investment pledges 


WASHINGTON (R) — Phi- 
lippine President Fidel Ramos 
said Monday that he had 
obtained $2.5 billion in invest; 
ment commitments from U.S. 
businesses as part of a tighten- 
ing of economic, diplomatic 
and security relations. 

Mr. Ramos said his talks 
with President Ginton at the 
White House “resulted in a 
new. partnership” between the 
Philippines and the United 
States. 

Mr. Clinton pledged step- 
ped-up security and economic 
cooperation despite the dosing 


of two U.S. military bases in 
the Philippines. 

At a news conference with 
Mr. Ramos after the White 
House meeting. Mr. Clinton 
said the new partnership would 
be based on investment ties, 
security cooperation and a 
shared dedication to democra- 
cy and human rights. 

Mr. Ramos, at a later news 
conference of his own, re- 
ported headway in sending 
U.S. business the message that 
the Philippines “is back in 
business at the heart of Asia.” 

“We obtained commitments 
on investments worth some 


$2.5 billion in power and ener- 
gy development, computer 
t hnology, electronics equip- 
i. ent ana housing,” he said. 

He said Federal Express, the 
spedal delivery service, had 
concluded an agreement to 
make Subic Bay, formerly used 
by the United States as a' 
sprawling navy base, the hub 
of its operations in the region. 

Mr. Ramos promised coop- 
eration with the United States 
on efforts to conclude quickly 
the current round of trade talks 
under the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade. 


“President Clinton and I re- 
solved to work even more 
closely together for the punc- 
tual and successful conclusion 
of the Uiuguay Round and in 
general the further liberalisa- 
tion of the world economy 
.even as we recognise the spe- 
cial requirements of the de- 
veloping countries,” he said. 

Mr. Ramos met Mr. Clinton 
as part of a U.S. tour that has 
taken him to San Franciso, 
Chicago, Atlanta. New York, 
Houston, Seattle and Los 
Angeles. 

He is trying to attract fresh 


investment and renew ties that 
have been strained since the 
United States withdrew its 
armed forces out of the Philip- - 

g ines when it pulled out of 
ubic arid Clark air base. 
“This new partnership, we 
affirm, shall be based on the 
values that both Americans 
and Filipinos cherish deeply: 
Hie sanctity of human rights, 
the value of democracy and the 
efficacy of the free market,” 
Mr. Ramos said. 

He asked Mr. Clinton Mon- 
day to give broader access to 
U.S. markets for Philippine 
goods. 
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I THINK SOUNDS ARE ' 
INTERESTING, DON'T YOU? 



WHAT 15 
TOUR FAVORITE 
SOUND? 




1 KLUNK*'? VES, 
"KLUNK' IS A 
VERV INTERESTING 
SOUND.. 
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“It’s a telephone psychic. I asked her 
about romance, now she can’t 
stop snickering!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• fay Henri Arnold and fcUka ArgJrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


VINEL 





BE 

PD 






1 CURSiC 


EIC 

mm 



■gllilMtl 





WHAT THE 
BEAUTYAU7 
SPECIALIZE!? INJ. 


Now arrange Ihe circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hers- FTY K YY YTY'n 

■ LX^XJlkX X X X X X >1 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s I Jumbles: SMACK ACUTE KNIGHT WEAKEN 
| Answer What the Aussie asked tor in Ihe pub — 
CHECK. MATE 



. But the 

pace of decline in output has 
eased and the ’behemoths of 
Russian industry are beginning 
ure, he said. 


through 

difficult 
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Premier: Russia won’t 
tolerate massive 
unemployment 

MOSCOW (AP) — Massive 
unemployment won’t be toler- 
ated fey the government as it 
attempts to transform die Rus- 
sian economy with free market 
reforms. Prune Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin said. 

“Russia isn’t the USA”, we 
couldn’t have such unemploy- 
ment,” he said in an interview 
published Tuesday in the Trod 
newspaper. 

The Russian economy is ex- 
periencing painful changes as 
the government attempts to 
dianantle the old Soviet cen- 
tral planning system and move 
the country to the free market 
system. Soaring infla tion and 
low productivity have left 
many businesses struggling to 
survive. 

According to official statis- 
tics, widely viewed as under- 
estimates, unemployment is 
around one per cent. Unoffi- 
cial estimates put the figure 
closer to five per cent. Many 
workers are on unpaid leave or 
work part-time. 

“In some places during this 
period they (businesses) lower 
salaries to a minimum, in 
others, workers go on required 
vacations, but this is better 
than if they were to wind up on 
the street,” Mr. Chernomyrdin 
said. 

Russia's tumbling living 
standards have hit bottom, but 
so far are not showing signs of 
rising, Mr. CherTomyrdin said. 

The economy is in a state of 
“unstable equilibrium,” Mr. 


to restructure , 

“We are living 
perhaps the most 
period,” be said. 

Despite the painful costs to 
Russians of reducing inflation, 
he said, financial stabilisation 
“remains our main concern.” 

The government recently 
approved an austerity plan 
aimed at cutting the budget 
deficit and bringing monthly 
infla tion down to single digits 
by the end of next year. Sub- 
sidies to industry are to be cut 

^fr&aition in October was 25 
per cent. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s central 
bank boss joining the political 
fray ahead of next month’s 
elections, criticised Boris Yelt- 
sin's new curbs on foreign 
banks as a move to woo me 
country’s powerful anti-West- 
ern banking lobby. 

Viktor ■ Gerashchenko, in a 
television interview, also com- 
plained he had not been con- 
sulted on the new restrictions, 
decreed by the president on 
Nov. 18. 

The decree orders banks 
with more than 50 per cent 
foreign capital that had not 
started operations by Nov. 15 
to deal with non-resident 
clients only. "This means our 
business will be reduced to 
offshore banking,” said one 
banker. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 24, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: By 
being alert and broad minded 
you are able to garner new ideas 
that can be quickly introdoced to 
your current situation at little 
cost and great benefit. Avoid 
those who resist die change you 
need to establish. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
The world of business and civic 
affairs should occupy your atten- 
tion and you need to find out 
exactly what is expected of you 
by those in power. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A newcomer has some venture 
which can appeal to you from a 
practical angle but it is not just 
what it appeals to be and re- 
quires farmer study. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
The daytime nods some home 
conditions not just as they 
appear so be sure you find real 
reasons and tonight don’t spend 
much at a place of amusement 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to- 
July 21) Don’t accept com- 
munications or messages at their 
face value but look beneath 
words for real intent tonight be 
sure you iron out a family dis- 
pute. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Inquire into whatever money 
situation arises before going 
along with it and then you find ft 
necessary to use right words, 
phraseology in any chats. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Tiy to avoid anything 
that another could regard as a 


scheme to gain your own objec- 
tives and in the evening show you 
are an asmte handler of money. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You nave a secret anxiety 
you would be wise to do nothing 
about for the moment and then 
make sure you bring your true 
objectives to the attention of 
others. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You are too de- 
termined to tty to put your qua 
. standpoints across let them MA 
out jnorc and tonight delve into 
-any intimate problem faring yon. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You want in be 
sure you understand the exact 
nature of vocational activities in 
the morning and tonight be 
equally cautious about your own 

aim . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is the morning 
to study new forms of outlet you 
want to be allied with and in the 
evening be alert to a worldly 
situation that is a puzzlement. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
.February 19) Be sure to know 
just what it is your mate wants 
.you to do before you put in 
considerable effort, then a new 
idea occurs that needs much 
study to savvy. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Yon have a morning to listen 
closely to a partners complaints 
and do something definite about 
them before you get into other 
business matters. 



THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 ©vos 

assistance 
S Learn 
9C»n 

13 Winnie the — 

14 Wheel spindle 

15 Border lake 

16 Lab burner 

17 Nonsense 
19 Dee o! Hm 

21 Broadcast hours 

22 — truly 

24 Adolescent 

25 Qua* 

28 Musical key 

32 One who entices 

33 Actor Edward 
James — 

35 Perfect serve 

36 — about 
(approximately) 

37 Church 
instrument 

38 do anything 
you..." 

39 SgL orcpl. 

-40 Lend — (Baton) 

41 Tarsus 

42 City of Illinois 
44 Oriental carriage 
46 Harvest 

48 Writer Jong 

49 More theatrical 
52 Beast 

65 Pedestrian 
offense 

57 TV award 

58 01 a forearm 
bone 

69 In a tizzy 

60 Jules Verna 
captain 

61 Look lor 

62 Sea force 

63 Vacuum tube; 

auff, 

DOWN 

1 Mimics 

2 Jot 

3 Free-for-all 

4 Detective, 
sometimes 

5 John Wayne film 

6 Outside: pref. 

7 — mater 





8 Supply anew 

9 Salt marsh 

1 0 Attencon-gstter 

11 Gist 
IZhlet 

15 Clan e m bl e ms 

18 Salem’s state 

20 German region 
23 Emporiwn 
25 Fair -haired 

28 Unit o> weight 
27 Eng. composer 

29 Pneumatic tool 
30Fla.dty 

31 Extend a 
subscription 
34 Curie or 
Osmond 

37 Out — (free 
awaiting trial) 

38 LackttQ 

knowfedgu 

*0 Type of 
vinegar 
41 Related 
43 Indian of the 
Guyanas 


Yesterday's Punk Srivn d: 


nnn,Ti nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn 

nHr ‘ ynnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnn 
□noonra nnnnn 
nman nriiin nnm 

nrann 

nnnoQ nnnnnn 

nnnnn Fininn nnn 
gngnngngnnnnnnn 

POSH SE nnn nrann 
nann nnnnn nnnr 


45 Uhea tor 
47 PoxfiJa marten 

49 Man event 

50 Actress Daly 

51 Latvian city 


53 Bullets 

54 French city 

55 Au — (wtih 
gravy) 

56 wmter mo. 
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DUBAI (Rj — Gulf Coopera- 
tkm CouudJ (GCC) countries, 
are wbrkfogio link their bank- 
ing sectors fo repatriate private 
toads invested abroad and 
compete internationally 
GCC assistant secretary geo- 
ral for economic affairs Abdul- 
lah. A! Quwaiz said the GCC 
' needs . unified banking to 


attract investment in GCC 
non-oil industries and keep up 
with a trend in regional econo- 
mic alliances. 

. *‘Tbe role of the Gulf bank- 
jpg sector in attracting national 
tonds being currently invested 
abroad, and to direct them to 
support private sector enter- 
prises ... cannot be realised 


study common financial market 
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31.120 
033 
».(» 
». 104 
I.H1 

W. 100 
4.904 
1.31, 
M3 
0,440 
30,500 
3.071 
0.092 
31.419 
1.444 
1.343 
3.110 

9.900 

1.497 

262 

0.8*5 

*35 

1.000 

20.034 

3.390 

0*3 

9,4*9 

39.093 

1.900 
Ml 

2.973 

1.99* 

1.090 

980 

3.135 

1.986 

*45 

9.100 

4,029 

3,054 

9,224 

US 

20,337 


177.000 
1.860 
3.000 
5. ISO 
3.090 
4.770 
4-150 
1.730 
4.140 
2.110 

3.000 
3.370 
2.9*0 
3.210 

1.240 

1.000 
1 . 1*0 
3.830 
1.440 
1.800 
2.120 
2.480 

21-000 

2.940 

9.700 

2.300 

7.400 

8.240 
3.000 
2.6SO 
0.370 

19.050 

2.230 

9.900 

1.530 

0.3CO 

6-500 

1.170 
0.390 

3.170 
1.330 
2.300 
4.070 


17*. 000 

1.850 
3.900 

5.510 
3.020 
4.740 
4.100 
1.720 

4.150 
2.340 

3.850 
3.380 
2.970 
2.190 
1.200 
1.790 

1.150 
3.820 

1.470 
1.800 
3.120 
3. *20 
30.000 
3.920 
9.700 
2.290 

7.300 

4.150 

3.000 
2. *30 
0.340 

15.350 

2.210 

9.000 

1.510 
0.340 
6.450 
1.140 
0.380 
3.1*0 
1.310 

2.300 
5.0*0 


174.000 
1.850 
1.870 
4.420 
3-040 

4.750 
4.100 

1.750 
4.140 
2.550 
3.840 
3.370 
2.970 
2.300 
1.220 
1.T90 
1 . 1*0 
3.000 
1.400 

3.800 
2.110 
2.620 

20.000 
2-930 

9.700 

2.250 

7.250 
8.200 
3.000 

2.700 
0.3*0 

15.350 

2.1B0 

9.800 
1.920 
0.360 
6.440 
1.130 
0.390 
3.1*0 
1.330 
2.300 
5.030 


336.559 
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U-S. Dollar in Internatit ma l Markets 


Currency 
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Singapore 
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Sterling Pound 

1.4755 

1.475* 

Dcuivrhr Mark 

1.7032 

1.7037 

Swtv, Ituk 

1.4938 

1.4937 

French Franc 

3.9193 

5.9210 •• 

Japanese Yen 

108.S0 
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Furopcun Currans Void 

1.1260 

7.1250** 
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Currents 

*‘T MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS' 

11 MTHS 

l-'-S. Dollar 

3.72 

3.31 

3.43 

3.68 

Sterling Pound 

5.62 

5.50 

5.18 

5.18 

Deutsche Mark 

6.18 

6.06 

5.75 

5.37 

.Sniw. Franc 

4.37 

4.50 

4.06 

3.75 

French Franc 

t.62 

6.50 

6.12 

5.56 

Jupuww Yen 

2.40 

Z. 25 

2.12 

2.06 

Fumjwun Current') L'nlt 

6. SI 

6.68 

6.43 

5.93 
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0.1000 

0.7020 

Sterling Pound 

1.0320 

7.0372 

Deuuchc Murk 

0.4105 

0.4126 

?»vtvi Franc 

0.4682 

0.4705 

Frrtarh Franc 

0.1181 

0.1187 

Japanese Ira 

0.6460 

0.649 2 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3659 

0.3677 
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Bahraini Dinar 

1.8205 

1.S600 

turfmesc lira 

Q. 040000 

0.041300 

Sawdf Rfyal 

0.1859 

0.1840 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2240 

2 .3500 

Qatari Rival 

0.1890 

0.1920 

Egyptian Pound 

■ 0.2050 

0.2220 

Unun! Rival 

1.7770 

1.8300 

I'AL Dirtum 

0.1890 

O.&ZO 

fireefc Drachma 
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0.3225 
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7.3375 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON OR) — Fbflowing arc die buying and selling rates for 
lesdirawwid currencies am gold against the dollar at nijd^ion 
on UteLondofl Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 


U,S. 11.00 costs 


One ffiase of gold 


1 .3271/81 

1.7063/71 

1.9151/61 

1.4968/78 

36.22/26 

5.9262/12 

1704.3/5.8 

108.60/70 

8.389009 

7.4185/S5 

6.7715/35 

$1.4777/87 

$375.00378^0 


Dutch guilders 
Swiss muics 
Belgian francs 
Frendi francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


except by developing the Gulf 
financial market. Sheikh 
Quwaiz said. 

He told a seminar tha t a 
> in oil revenues has strap- 
industriai financing abili- 
ties of the GCC — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar. 
United Arab Emirates, and 
Bahrain. 

Sheikh Quwais said the 
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GCC was encouraging the pri- 
vate sector to take up the yoke 
of development. 

“Hie main emphasis used to 
be directed to the government 
role in financing ... strategic 
industries. (Now) objectives 
are directed to the motivation 
of the private sector,” he said. 

Sheikh Quwaiz said $4 bil- 
lion — * only six per cent — of 
total financing from GCC 
national banks went to indus- 
tries in 1991. 

‘That exemplifies the gov- 
ernments are taking np financ- 
ing of the major part,” he said. 

He said GCC banks were 
Studying linking their h anks 
electronically to have a com- 
petitive advantage in attracting 


foods such as fixed deposits 
and investments. 

They should open brandies 
throughout the region, col- 
laborate in regional invest- 
ments, and merge as an 
alternative to opening np more 
branches in an already over- 
banked market, he said. 

"This would allow them to 
be more qualified to take 
advantage of the globalisation 
of banking services" as seen in 
emerging economic blocs such 
as the European Community, 
be said. “This is actually what 
the (GCC) is deliberating." 

Economists said GCC ranks 
have also neglected corporate 
finance, mergers and acquisi- 
tion, investment management. 


project finance and advisory 
services. 

“The move toward privatisa- 
tion in the Gulf area opens up 
a great opportunity tor our 
banks for a regional niche 1 ’ in 
specialised banking services, 
Khaled A1 Fayez, chief execu- 
tive officer of the Gulf Invest- 
ment Co ip. in Kuwait said. 

Tt is ironic that many of our 
b anks are prevented by law 
from providing many erf the 
services that are currently pro- 
vided in our markets by the 
briefcase international bank- 
ers, 11 he pointed out. 

Sheikh Quwaiz said capital 
and reserves were $15 billion 
and overall assets $157 billion 
in 1991 in GCC national banks. 


UAE to consider easing lending 
restrictions on foreign banks 


ABU DHABI l AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has promised foreign banks it 
will consider their' request to 
relax newly-introduced lending 
restrictions that could force 
some of them out of the lucra- 
tive Gulf market, foreign 
bankers have said. 

Representatives from the 28 
foreign banks operating in the 
oil-rich Gulf country met cen- 
tral bank governor Sultan A1 
Snweidi last week to seek a 
revision of new rules setting a 
ceiling on credits, their main 
activity. 

“He promised us to discuss 
the issue with the concerned 
authorities and seek a revision 
of the rules,” a foreign bank 
manager told AFP. “There are 
various ways out of this plight 


but we do not know what they 
will do.” 

The new rules, announced 
by the central bank last month, 
set a ceiling of seven per cent 
of the bank's capital on lending 
for an individual or a single 
private institution and 25 per 
cent for a single public institu- 
tion. _ 

A central bank circular also 
told the UAE's 47 banks that 
total credit exposure must not 
exceed 500 per cent of the 
capital and imposed curbs on 
inter-bank credit operations. 

TheTules were the.latest in a~ 
series of reforms in the UAE’s 
banking sector in line with 
capital adequacy guidelines by 
the Bank for International Set- 
tlement for banks worldwide. 


They also follow the collapse 
of the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International, of 
which Abu Dhabi owned 77 
per cent. 

Foreign banks are concerned 
about the new rules on the 
(pounds they mil slash their 
business because their capital 
in the UAE is too small com- 
pared with the capital of the 19 
national banks. 

Central bank figures showed 
foreign bank’s shareholders 
equities, winch comprise capit- 
al and reserves, stood at 
around S871 million in October 
compared with $3.65 billion at 
national banks. 

“Foreign banks in the UAE 
are making profits mainly from 
extending loans/' a foreign 
banker said. 


Syria seeks 
foreign investors 
to boost economy 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Fore- 
ign trade delegations are in- 
creasingly evident in Syria, 
where the authorities are en- 
couraging foreign investments, 
liberalising the economy and 
attracting Taiwanese. Spanish 
and Italian businesses. 

More than 100 billion Syrian 
pounds — about $9 billion at 
the official rate and $2 billion 
on the black market — have 
been invested in the country 
since a law was passed in May 
1991 to attract foreign capital. 

Private sector projects and 
joint ventures involving Syrian 
investors and other Arabs have 
grown to more than 1,000. 

The chambers of commerce 
and industry, prompted by 
Economy and Trade Minister 
Mohammad A1 Imadi, have 
increased their contacts with 
foreign businessmen. 

A group of 60 Danish enter- 

g eneurs, accompanied by 
anish minister for commer- 
cial and industrial affairs Mimi 
Jakobsen, recently attended a 
seminar here and established 
contacts with Syrian 
businessmen. 

A delegation representing 26 
Taiwanese firms Has also met 
Syrian and Lebanese business- 
men to explore possibilities for 
setting up industrial operations 
in Syria. 

Prior to their visit — the first 
to Damascus by Taiwanese ex- 


ecutives — a prominent adver- 
tisement in the local press 
lauded Taiwan as one or the 
world’s leading manufacturers 
and exporters. 

It called on major importers 
in Syria and Lebanon to meet 
tiie Taiwanese delegates to 
establish business relations 
with them. 

A group of Spanish business- 
men is expected to visit Alep- 
po, the country’s second in- 
dustrial and commercial cen- 
tre, in early December. 

A seminar attended by Sy- 
rian and Italian businessmen 
was held in Aleppo in early 
November, the second such 
meeting the May 1991 law -i- 
known as Law 10 — wqs 
passed. They are due to meet 
again in Bologna early next 
year. 

The Aleppo meeting, 
attended by 246 Syrian entrep- 
reneurs and officials and about 
50 Italians, is a precursor tp 
various joint ventures to be 
launched in the next four 
years. 

The investment programme, 
entitled the “Italian project,” 
will focus primarily on agricul- 
ture, with local produce to be 
marketed in Italy. 

Overall investment in the 
project stands at about 50 bil- 
lion Syrian pounds. About 10 
billion pounds ($6 billion), 
mostly grants from Italian in- 
vestors, will be poured directly 
into Syria. 





THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AM FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
OELIVERI ES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


■AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

tel 604676 6QJ696 ^ 
PO.BOX 7806 




Veritable Cuisine frantaise 
Live Entertainment 




Shmessani 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 


Estate 

Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 



The Inn Place to be.. 


(Rozoha 

V-P Restaurant 


11 Round table for 12-18 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 
Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 



AtNcGfiCoBarfa 
SELECT HOTEL 



One visit will make you 
a steady , we bcHevcll! 



PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHENTIC CHINESE- CUISINE 
Elegant 
Colorful 
Atmosphere^ 

Moderate 
Prices 

Shmetsanl 
Tel 660250 
\^open daily 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 • 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight > 


tt » * « ff 


tt 


r. i 




CujJI 

" 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Prepared by ow 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Trix my serried 
Jabal A1 Hussein 
Mnistiy of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
T«t wa — i 



m 

SZECHWAN BARRENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typiori Chines* Foods 


| OpcalhJO-JMA&m.i&a&i \ 

Take away is available 

Shat AMrab Straw; 

On Uthainah Commercial Cantm 

.Cnee Tailed Always Loved. 


The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away is avaflaM* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 


Bosfourant 


Best Pizzas ft Sandwiches 



Soft & Alcoholic Drinks. 

kei ■ — — Also 


THE 


mn \ -- 


TJw />V.\v Oriental Fond in Town 


RESTAURANT & GARDEN 



- Chinese, Thai, Phillfpino, Indonisian & 
Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches all over the world and now one 
in Amman. 

- Live Band 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 



Hours: 12 Noon 12 MiA-L-abr 
’T* days a week 

Buhluri Siren 2 nd circle . Jatul Amman OppoMU French Lea:' 7;5 653482 



Dc«slaurant & Tapas 

A- 

Jebel Amman, 3rd elide 
Td 61 5061 


fiUfystaunint *VMi 
9bi Artistic Ambiana 


-Vi 


entiho 


iisrnmT 

JABAL AMMAN FIRST OTCLE 
OPraSTTE THE RAQI EMBASSY TEL. 8S42DS 



IHE 
ATMOSPHERE 
CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nighty From 9J0 PJI to 3J0 AM 
Eospt Sunday Fim M0 PJI to 1X0 AJI 

Tuesday Clewed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel • Shmekani 


. Jf'/rjXMtet 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 

7.30-11.30 pm , 

After the Philadelphia Hotel! 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595T9 €59520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Sbmcisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604012 
Swefieh td: S23891 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every roomJ 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


DAIfOTEL 

t U2l|l|l= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
ExpatriatMand 
Businessmen 



Jordan Times’ 
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Italy’s premier seeks to avoid 


disaster after weekend poll rout 


ROME (R) — Prime Minister 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi Tuesday 
battled to avoid disaster after 
the results of weekend local 
.elections threatened to split his 
parliamentary majority and 
sink the 1994 budget. 

As the lira sank to a record 
low against the German mark, 
Mr. Ciampi summoned an 
emergency meeting of the 


was not walking out of the 
government was to avoid a lira 
crisis. 

Before the DC denied plans 
to abandon Mr .Ciampi, the 
lira sank to 1005.25 against the 
German mark, dipping below 
the 1,000 barrier for the first 


mam parties in parliament and 
issued a statement savins mast 


issued a statement saying most 
lawmakers backed his policy of 
price and monetary stability. 
The immediate threat to Mr. 


Ciampi came from the Christ- 
ian Democrats (DC), the 


mainstay of every Ttalian gov- 
ernment since 1945, whose 
members of parliament hold 
the non-party premier to 
blame for Sunday's electoral 
humiliation. 

DC leader Mino Martin az- 
zoli issued a statement strongly 
denying that the party planned 
to pull its ministers out of the 
Ciampi government, but Mr. 
Martinazzoli himself is under 
huge criticism within the party 
following its rout at the polls. 

Earlier, GR-2 state radio re- 


ported Interior Minister Nicola 
Mancino had araued the DC 


Mancino had argoed the DC 
should back Mr. Ciampi on the 
budget, but immediately make 
it clear that the only reason it 


the 1,000 barrier for the first 
time since the April govern- 
ment crisis that ended with the 
appointment of Mr. Ciampi as 
premier. 

On the London Financial 
Futures Exchange, the key De- 
cember Italian fixed-rate bond 
contract, the main barometer 
of investor confidence in Italy, 
at one point tumbled two full 
percentage points before re- 
covering slightly. 

Italian shares also took a 
battering.* The Milan Bourse 
Index, which Jefl five per bent 
Monday, tumbled a further 2.7 
.per cent in early trading Tues- 
day. but later climbed back 
after the DC denial. 

The DC's parliamentary par- 
ty was due to meet to take a 
final stand on Mr. Ciampi’s 
1994 budget, whose passage Is 
crucial for the calling of early 
genera] elections next year. 

The state radio said that at a 
late-night meeting Monday to 
analyse the weekend's elector- 
al disaster, some DC lawmak- 
ers wanted to vote against the 


package of highly unpopular 
spending cuts. 

Others wanted the’ DC to pull 
out of the government im- 
mediately, but support Mr. 
Ciampi on the budget, the 
radio said. 

Mr. Ciampi himself will 
Wednesday meet the DC and 
the other three parties that 
support him in parliament to 
discuss the prospects for the 
1994 budget. Four opposition 
parties on whose neutrality 
Mr. Ciampi can count will also 
bepresenL 

The most important of 
these, the ex-communist 
Democratic Party of the Left 
(PDS) Monday vowed to go on 
backing Mr. Ciampi until the 


sive corruption scandals unco- 
vered in the last 21 months. 

Four former DC premiers 
are under investigation bn 
charges that range from mafia 
conspiracy to extortion. Many 
DC ex-ministers are also the 
target of graft probes by Italian 
magistrates. 

In Sunday’s vote for 428 city 
balls — the dress rehearsal for 
the next year’s promised 
general elections — protest 
parties such as the neo-fascists 
and the Northern League 


made big gains at the expense 
of the DC. 


of the DC. 

RAI-lstate television said 


the single biggest party overall 
was the neo-fascist Italian So- 


budget has been approved. 
The other three oppositic 


The other three opposition 
parties invited are the North- 
ern League, the Republicans 
and the Greens. Mr. Ciampi's 
office said. 

The DC is still the largest 
party in Italy's scandal-tainted 
parliament, but managed to 
pick up less than 12 per cent of 
the votes nationwide in* Sun- 
day's local polls — against 29.S 
per cent in the April 1992 
general elections. 

Party leaders admitted it 
raid the price at the polls for- 
DC's involvement in the mas- 


cial Movement (MSI) with 14.4 
per cent of the vote, closely 
followed by the PDS with 14.1 
per cent. 

This represents a dramatic 
advance for the neo-fascists, 
who now represent the main 
magnet for Italy’s conservative 
voters. The MSr, long the 
pariahs of Italian politics, pick- 
ed up only 5.4 per cent in the 
1992 general elections. 

The DC and its three smaller 
allies in Mr. Ciampi's coalition 
scraped together 15 per cent of 
the national vote last Sunday 
— against 45. 8 per cent in the 
April 1992 general elections. 


U.N. relief convoy leaves for central Bosnia 

* j i i_ iV i /-i _ 


ZAGREB (R) — A 30-truck 
United Nations relief convoy 
with 264 tonnes of floor has left 
the Adriatic port of Metkovic 
bound for central Bosnia, a 
■U.N. official said Tuesday. 

"Hie convoy left Metkovic 
at 1330 local time and is bead- 
ing for Tomislavgrad where it 
will stay overnight,” the offi- 
cial from the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) told Reuters 
by telephone. 

The convoy, bound for the 
Bosnian Muslim town of Zeni- 
ca, is expected to continue its 
journey through Croatian and 
Muslim fines early Wednesday 
along the main aid route 
through the mountains of cen- 
tral Bosnia. 

U.N. military sources said 
the convoy may spend more 
than just one night in Tomis- 
lavgrad until they are certain 
hungry people in the area 
would not storm the tracks. 

! It is the first aid convoy for 
the hundreds of thousands of 
civilians in central Bosnia, 
wholly dependent on outside 
aid for survival since the land 


Meanwhile the main U.N. 
aid agency said Tuesday that 
Bosnian Serbs and Yugoslav 
authorities were blocking four 
aid convoys to Bosnia and a 
Bosnian Croat commander 
gave guarantees of safe pas- 


snowbound roads. 


sage through central Bosnia 
only from Wednesday. 


"We were forced to cancel 
four aid convoys to Bosnia 
today,” said Lyndall Sachs, a 
spokeswoman for the agency, 
UNHCR in Belgrade. “No- 
thing is moving and this is a 
source of great frustration.” 
The four convoys to Muslim 
towns of Tuzla in northern 
Bosnia, Srebrenica and 
Gorazde in eastern Bosnia and 
Sarajevo, were refused permis- 
sion to move for various 


“The Serb side, especially 
after our President (Radovan) 
Karadzic signed the Geneva 
agreement, has no reason not 
to let die convoys through and 
bring his authority and credi- 
bility into question,” he said. 

Ms. Sachs said Bosnian 
Serbs refused to give permis- 
sion for a convoy to Tuzla to 
cross at Zvomik in to Bosnia, 
(hie to “extensive ceasefire 
violations” in the area. 


Kms and Croats as well as 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic and Croatian Presi- 
dent Franio Tudjman to peace 
talks in Geneva Monday. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher and Russian 
Rireign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev have also been asked 
m send representatives, U.N. 
spokesman John Mills told a 
news briefing in Geneva. 


were halted following 
lg of a Danish truck 


the killing of a Danish truck 
driver on Oct. 25. 

The U.N. decided to restart 
the simply convoys after Bos- 
nian Croat Commander Ante 
Rosso agreed Monday to open 
the route into central Bosnia, 
dosed by Muslim-Croal fight- 
ing. Heavy fighting was re- 


■ reasons. 

“It seems to indicate the lack 
of commitment of some of the 
parties to adhere to the pledges 
they gave to UNHCR Sadako 
Ogata last Thursday in Gene- 
va," Ms. Sachs said. 

Political leaders of Bosnia’s 
three warring parties agreed to 
guarantee safe passage for aid 
convoys at a meeting hosted by 
Mrs. Ogata in Geneva 
Iferaday. 


ported Tuesday around Gronji 
Vakuf which staddles the aid 
corridor. 


Their agreement prompted 
the United Nations to resume 
convoys to the hungry and 
freezing civilians in central. 
Bosnia, halted on Oct. 25 
when a Danish truck driver 
was killed. 

A Bosnian Serb army 
spokesman told Reuters that 
convoys were held, up by fight- 
ing and lack of fuel to dear 


The Bosnian Serb army 
spokesman countered by 
saying It were the U.N. mil tit- 
ary observers who decided to 
dose the road to Tuzla because 
of the level of fighting in the 
area. 

"We let the UNMOS 
through as far as they could go 
on the road to Tima. They 
were present when the Mus- 
lims opened fire and decided 
.that ±e route was too risky,* 1 
Ihe said. 

Muslim-controlled Bosnian 
radio said Tuesday the week- 
long fighting in Goraji Vakuf 
continued Monday. The town 
straddles the aid corridor. 

U.N. ntifitaiy and aid work- 
ers worry that local comman- 
ders will not honour any agree- 
ments by their political 
leaders. 


European Community fore- 
ign minis ters Monday said they 
supported the use of force 
a gainst local commanders if 
they refused to allow passage 
for relief deliveries. 

The EC also agreed to call 
leaders of Bosnia’s Serbs, Mus- 


Snow forced the UNHCR to 
seek permission to use an 
alternative accessible route to 
Gorazde, but it was not given, 
Ms. Sachs said. The Serbs said 
they lack fuel to dear the road. 

Petty bureaucracy was tak- 
ing a toll too. Ms. Sachs said 
the convoys to Sarajevo and 
Srebrenica were stalled be- 
cause a problem of expedient 
custom procedures were not 
resolved with the Yugoslav 
government. “Until we get 
clearances, no convoys can 
run,” Ms. Sachs said. “Once 
again it is the civilian popula- 
tion that is made to suffer.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Spain interior minister quits 


Chinese president arrives in Brazil 


MADRID (AFP) — Spam's Interior Minister Jose Luis 
Corcuera said Tuesday his resignation over a decision by the 


Constitutional Court to throw out a key provision of a tough 
new security law bad been accepted by Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez. The minister, keemnus a promise to step down if the 


Gonzalez. The minister, keeping a promise to step down if the 
court ruled against him, immediately offered -his resignation 
last Thursday when the court said it could not accept his 
legislation letting the police search households without a 
warrant in cases of suspected drug traffickers. Mr. Corcuera, 
in office since 1988, is regarded as among the strongmen of the 
executive of the ruling Socialist Party. He had a meeting with 
Mr. Gonzalez Sunday. The prime mini ster said beforehand he 
saw no reason to accept the resignation of his “good minister.” 
Mr. COrcuera Tuesday said he folly accepted the court’s 
.rulings, and noted most of his legislation- had been passed as in 
keeping with the constitution. If he had failed to resign, that 
would have been bad for Spanish political life at a time when 
people were generalised* unfairly about the calibre of their 
politicians, he said. 


BRASILIA (R) — Chinese President Jiang Zemin arrived in 
Brazil late Monday for a six-day visit that will include the 
signing of an accord on cooperation in space. Mr. Jiang, who 
came m from Cuba, was greeted by Foreign Minister Celso 
Amorim and left the airport without speaking to reporters. He 
had been in Seattle for a summit meeting of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Community before leaving for Cuba and Brazil. 
Mr. Jiang and President Itamar Franco Tueay will witness the 
signing of a Brazil-China agreement on cooperation in the 
peaceful use of outer space. Both countries have agreed to 
cooperate in a $200 million project to build two research 
satellites to be launched in 1996. 


13 die in Guatemala air crash 


PALENCIA, Guatemala (AP) — A plane carrying American 
sightseers and a pair of Mormon Church officials crashed into 


U.N. general heads Angola talks 


’"O m V>u m— VlOOll&U l|HU 

a mountain near Guatemala’s capital, kilting all 13 people on 
board. The Civil Aeronautics Board said those killed in 
Sunday’s crash included three U.S. citizens, three Germans 
and two G ua t e m a lans , in addition to the pilot, the Canadian 
Foreign Ministry said one of the victims was Canadian, but 
gave no additional details. Others aboard were not identified. 
In Salt L ake City, the Mormon Church said that Jose liming 
46, president of the faith's Guatemala City North Mission, and 
Julio Afre, a counsellor to the mission’s presidency, were 
among the dead. The pair was retu rning to Guatemala City 
from church business in another part of the country. The 
church said Mr. Jiminez was a native of San Juan, Puerto Rico 
and Mr. Afre was a Guatemalan. 


LUSAKA (R) — A U.N. army general trying to force the 
pace of negotiations to end Angola’s brutal rivfl war met 
Tuesday with rebel and government miHtaryfchiefs. General 
Chrishis Garaba, seconded to the United Nations from 
Nigeria, wants to breathe new life into the slow-moving talks 
and conclude a ceasefire before Christmas, diplomats said. 
"His task is daunting and there is little time left,” one source 


said of the efforts to end the 18-year-long dvil war that has 
killed tens of thousands of people and left the nation on the 


brink of famine. U.S. President Bill Clinton is reported to 


have urged Angolan negotiators to have a truce in place by 
Dec. 25. Journalists covering the closed-door peace talks saw 
Gen. Garaba and the rival Angolan teams enter Lusaka’s 
Mulungushi Conference Centre, venue of the talks,' shortly 

after 9 a.m. (0700 GMT). 


U.K. judge sums up Bulger case 


CIA: Cuba crisis may be imminent 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) has warned President Bfll Clinton be could face a major 
crisis in Cuba at any time, the Wall Street Journal reported. 
“Tensions and uncertainties... are so acute that significant 
miscalculations by (Cuban leader Fidel) Castro, a deteriora- 
tion of his health or plotting in the military could provoke 


told jurors Tuesday that if the boys intended to kill the toddler 
they would both be guilty, regardless of which one actually 
struck the fatal blow. “Quite simply, the question is, ‘are you 

am*, thev WPTP in it tnaatha* ” T«!)L in.k.ol coin in 


regime-threatenine instability at virtually any time,” the 
newspaper quoted a national intelligence estimate issued in 


snatching James from a Iiveipool-area shopping centre in a 
moment when his mother’s back was turned. They allegedly 
dragged, pushed and prodded him four kilometres (two-and-a- 


August. The report said Mr. Castro can be expected to use 
“whatever force necessary” to hold on to power “even at tbe 


risk of a blood bath,” according to the journal. Even if Mr. 
Castro is overthrown, the CIA said, “the new era will be 
marred by retributory and other violence.” It predicted that 
serious instability on the island would cause between 20,000 
and 80,000 Cubans to flee to the United States, sparring 
demands for U.S. militaty intervention, the Journal said. 


according to the charges, they placed Ins body on fee tracks, 
where he was cut in two by a train. "It would not matter which 
defendent actually first took James Bulger’s hand,” said the 
judge- “If they were in it together, if both... bad agreed that 
James Bulger should be killed or suffer really serious injury, it 
wouldn’t matter who inflicted the fatal blows." "If you are in 
doubt that they were in it together on any of the charges,” said 
Judge Morland, you most acquit both of them of that charge.” 
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Americans remember JFK on 
30 th anniversary of slaying 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Americans somberly marked 
tbe 30th anniversary of the 
assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy, declaring the Dal- 
las site where he was gunned 
down a. national monument 


and visiting his grave in Arling- 
ton National Cemetery. 


Nellie Conn ally, widow of 
Texas Governor John Connol- 


ly, .unveiled a . bronze plaque 
designating Dealey Plaza in 


The UNHCR spokesman in 
Sarajevo, Peter Kessler, said 
thousands of people would die 
if the military commanders, 
Bosnian Serb General Ratko 
Mladic, Rosso and Stjepan Si- 
ber of the mainly M uslim gov- 
ernment forces, did not bring 
their local oommanders into 
Him and respect decisions of 
their superiors. 

“MOitaiy co mman ders can 
no longer use food as a 
weapon, they must allow it 
through,” he told Sky Televi- 
sion. 


designating Dealey Plaza in 
downtown Dallas, Texas, as a 
national historic landmark. 

The Connallys were riding in 
an open convertible limousine 
with- Kennedy and his wife. 
Jackie, on Nov. 22. 1963, when 
gunfire rang out. Kennedy, 47, 
was fatally shot and the. gov- 
ernor was seriously injured. 
Mr. Connally died m June of 
this year. 


grave, as she has done every 
year since his death. 

Several members of the 
Kennedy family and South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sam were also expected to visit 
the crave. The Kennedys, who 
prefer to commemorate his 
oirthdav. have declined all re- 
quests for interviews or com- 
ment. 

Under a bright autumn sun, 
hundreds of people arrived in 
the morning at the cemetery 
just outside Washington in 
Arlington. Virginia. 

The admirers, the curious, 
tourists, students, children and 
their parents climbed a lush 
green hill dotted by thousands 
of white gravestones. 

After passing through a met- 
al detector near the top of the 


that he's here.” 

A 59-year-old man said he 
came to salute “a legend, a 
great man,” “intelligent” and 
gifted .with "yoathfiu vision." 

In Dublin, Jean Kennedy 
Smith, the U.S. ambassador, 
read parts of her slain brother's 
speeches at a memorial mass. 

In Kennedy’s hometown of 
Boston, Massachusetts, the 
only event planned for -the 
occasion was a demonstration 
by a group of protesters seek- 
ing the release of U.S. govern- 
ment files related to the killing. 


‘Thirty years ago, fate 
raght me here as an unwill- 


slope. they stopped at tbe 
grave of the 35th president, 
indicated by simple granite 
squares, now framed in moss, 
with an eternal flame. 

Some left bouquets of flow- 
ers. others took pictures and 
parents tried to explain to their 
offspring the signincauceof the 
young president, and the 
national scans left by his assas- 
sination. 

“He was one of the greatest 
presidents of our history,” one 
16-year-old boy said. “He rep- 
resents a lot of great things like 
peace and love. It’s horrible 


brought me here as an unwill- 
ing 'player in the most un- 
forgettable, frame drama of 
our time,” Mrs Connally said, 
before thousands of onlookers. 

“Three decades later, we are 
gathered not to look bock -with 
grief but to look forward with 


hope,” she said. 

In Washington, Evelyn Lin- 
coln, Kennedy’s private secret- 


ary, arrived early, at Arlington 
National Cemetery and was 
tbe first to put flowers on his 


Recent polls show that near- 
ly 80 per cent of Americans 
believe tbe government has not 
•revealed the true findings of its 
investigation of the assassina- 
tion. 

Popular conspiracy theories 
contradict the official conclu- 
sion that Lee Harvey Oswald 
acted alone in the attack. 

President BUI Clinton said 
Monday he was “satisfied” 
with tbe government’s conclu- 
sion that Oswald was the lone 


gunman. 


His remark contradicted a 
comment be made during the 
1992 presidential campaign 
when his running mate, AI 
Gore, said he did not agree 
with the government’s conclu- 
sion, and Mr. Clinton said he 
agreed with him. 


Pretoria, ANC in more talks with rightists 


CAPE TOWN (R) — The 
South African government 
planned an attempt against the 
odds Tuesday to win tbe sup- 
port of the increasingly pugna- 
cious right wing for post-apar- 
theid democracy. 


Chief government nego- 
tiator Roelf Meyer was due to 
meet Rowan Cronje, the chair- 
man of the right-wing Freedom 
Alliance, for up to three hoars 
of talks late Tuesday, Meyer’s 
spokesman Izak Relief said. 

“Mr. Meyer is determined to 
leave no stone unturned to 
accommodate the aspirations 
of the Freedom Alliance, bar- 
ring of course any compromise 
on the constitutional principles 
that have been agreed,” he 
said. 


A senior government source 
said there was little chance of 
an agreement that would satis- 
fy toe Alliance but President 
F.W. De Klerk would keep his 
team talking indefinitely. 

In Johannesburg, ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela told a 


business lunch that while right- 
wing whites posed the biggest 
threat to democracy in South 
Africa, they appeared more 
ready to compromise than con- 
servative blacks. 

“The National Party of Mr. 
De Klerk was once in exactly 
the same position as the posi- 
tion taken by (white right-wing 
leaders) General Coustand 
Vilioen, Ferdi Hartzenberg 
and others,” Mr. Mandela 
said. 

He said it was through per- 
suasion that the ANC got the 
National Party government to 
sit down at talks to “pull South 
Africa out of this mess.” 

"The greatest mistake we 
can make is to ignore the right 
wing because if there is any 
section of our people in this 
country who have the potential 
to erase the talks ana the res- 
sult that we have achieved, it is 
the right wing,” Mr. Mandela 
said. 

One of Mr. Meyer’s aims in 
the Cape Town talks is to 
persuade the Freedom 


Alliance to accept the disman- 
tling of the 10 black homelands 
set up by Pretoria under its 
discredited policy of racial 
separation. 

The Freedom Alliance 
groups tbe Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party and Kwazuhi 
Homeland of chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi, the nomi- 
nally independent homelands 
of Ciskei and Bophnthatswana 
and white separatists seeking a 
post-apartheid federation of 
self-go verning states. 


Time is running out for a 
compromise because early next 
month parliament is expected 
to ratify an interim constitution 
ending three centuries of white 
domination. Parliament 


opened what is likely to be its 
last white session Monday. 


Mr. Retief said a universal 
franchise and freedom for all 
South Africans to live where 
they choose would remain 
absolute conditions for any 
compromise with the right 
wing. 


Brady Bill blocked in U.S. Senate 


WASHINGTON (R) — Sen- 
ate opponents of the Brady 
Handgun Control Bill again 
blocked its passage Monday 
after it was approved by 
House-Senate negotiators. 


criminal records or mental 
problems. 

The House of Representa- 


tives approved the Brady 
Handgun Control Bill early 


Senate Republican leader 
Bob Dole, saying he was 
speaking for 18 other senators, 
refused to let the bill pass 
without a roll call vote. Be- 


cause many senators have 
already left town assuming 


Congress would adjourn for 
the year this week. Democrats 
said they would call the Senate 
back next week. Sen. Dole 
accused Democrats who con- 
trolled the conference of acting 
in bad faith by going beyond 
the terms of a bi- partisan 
agreement on the provisions of 
die bill reached last Saturday 
with majority leader George 
Mitchell and other Democrats. 


The House approved the bfll' 
238-187. 

The Senate scheduled a 
Tuesday session in hopes of 
resolving the problem and 
quitting for the year. 

But Senate Democratic lead- 
er Mitchell said he mil call the 
Senate back next week if 
necessary to vote on the bill. 

President Bill Clinton, 
speaking to reporters Monday 
night, said, "if for some reason 
the Senate does not pass the 
bill tonight, then I certainly 


James Brady, who became a 
gun control advocate after he 
was shot and crippled dur ing 
the 1981 attempted assassina- 
tion of Ronald Reagan. 

In a statement late Monday 
night, Sarah Brady blasted 
what she called Republican 
"obstructionism” saying: "This 
is gridlock at its worst.” 


strongly support Senator 
Mitchell’s determination to 
bring the Senate back.” 

Mr. Clinton bas promised to 


The conference adopted 
House language to end the 
waiting period after five years 
whether or not a national in- 
stant computer background 

check system is ready to re- 
place it. The Senate voted to 
abolish the waiting period after 
four years but would let the 
attorney general extend it for 
another year. 


"We thought we acted in 
good faith.” Sen. Dole said in 
an exchange with Senate 
Judiciary Committee Chair- 
man Joseph Riden, a Delaware 
Democrat. Sen. Dole said two 
Democrats were among those 


sign the bill as soon as he gets 
it. If it becomes law it would be 
die first gun control bill passed 
by Congress since 1968. 

The mil had appeared dead 
for the year last Friday when 
the Senate failed to break a 
Republican-led filibuster. But 
Republicans relented Saturday 
after angry public reaction to 
the delay and allowed a mod- 
ified bill to pass. 

The bill is named for former 
White House Press Secretary 


objecting to the bill. 
The bill would it 


The bill would impose a 
national five-day waiting 
period for handgun sales so 
police could make background 
checks to see if gun buyers had 


The conference also drop- 
ped Senate provisions that 
would end controls on World 
War I weapons by c lassifying 
them as antiques and let gun 
dealers sell guns anywhere in 
tiie country rather than only in 
their home stales as current 
law requires. 

Asked why the bill should 
pass now rather than when 
Congress returned in January, 
Ohio Democratic Senator Ho- 
ward Metzenbaum said, “the 
longer you delay, the more 
guns there will be on tbe 
streets." 


British shows, 
dominate TV 
Emmys 


Members of the Kennedy family — (left to right) tor Edward Kennedy and the %nator — Kneel 

House Representative Joseph Kennedy, his wife Monday atthe S/btafeT 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Victoria Reggie, wife of Sena- the late President John r . Kennedy (AFP photo) 


NEW YORK (R) - British 
entertainment and dramatic 
shows dominated the 21st 
annual International Emmy 
A wank .Monday, taking or 
sharing four of the six awards 
presented before, a crowd -of 
more than .1,000 international 
broadcasters. An unpre- 
cedented 269 ' programmes' 
frofti 35 countries were nomin- ' 
Med for awards, although only 
- entrants from nine countries'' 
were finalists. Unnatural Pur- 
suits. a British Broadcasting 
Corp. production, won in. the 
drama category and two British . 
shows, fhe BBCs Absolutely 
■ Fabulous, and Drop The Dead 
Donkey, for the Channel^ 
Independent Network, won in 
'■a tie for the popular arts categ- 
ory. The award show, hosted 
by television star Hal linden, 
also featured special awards 
for two of Europe’s leading 
television figures. Andre 
Rousselet, chairman of . the 
Canal Plus pay television ser- 
vice of France, was -presented 
the Directorate Award for Per- 
sonal Executive Achievement. 
Richard Dunn, chief executive 
of Britain's Thames Televi- 


sion, was presented with the 
Founders Award for “the sum 


total of work recognised 
throughout the world. 


Richard Gere 
to visit Tibet 


BELTING (AFP) —- American 
actor Richard Gere, an out- 
spoken critic of China's human 
rights record in Tibet, ts to visit 
the disputed region after leav- 
ing the southern dty-of Guang- - 
zhou, a members of the actors 
entourage said Tuesday. Gere, 
currently in Guangzhou for the 
Golden Rooster and Hundred 1 -- 
Flowers Film Festival, is' to..' 
travel to Tibet before returning 
to the United States, tbe mem- 
ber said by telephone. The 
member refused to provide de?. . 


tails about the itinerary orriflt- 
pose of Gere's trip to Tiber, / 
but a festival organiser said be 


expected to leave Guaog- 
Thursday or Friday. The 


U.S. embassy in Beijing con- 
firmed the actor's visit but 


stressed that he had arranged 
the trip personally "as an 
ordinary American citizen.” 
Gere has given vocal support 
to, the Tibetan cause in recent 
years, meeting several times 
with Tibet’s exiled spiritual 
leader the Dalai Lama who has 


lived in India since fleeing his 
homeland in 1959 after a failed 


uprising against Chinese rule. 
More controversially, Gere 
made a pointed televised state- 
ment when awarding a prize at 
the American Oscar ceremony 
.earlier this year, calling on 
China’s supreme leader Deng 
Xiaoping to end human rights 
abuses in the region. 


Jackson getting 
better— doctor 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — ?pV 
Michael Jackson is feeling bet- ••.Ure- 
ter after treatment for his - 
painkiller addiction, but the ’35. 
elusive pop idol needs another ^ . 
two months of care, his doctor ^ . 

said in a statement released -* 
Monday. His doctor in Lon- '|sT7 
don, Beauchamp Coklough, 
said Jackson's detoxification 
programme was now over, but • A 
that he needed as much as two 
months of further painkiller 
addiction treatment. Dr. Oil- 
dough said the news, released 
by Jackson’s publicist Lee Sel- 


lers, should “strongly refute 
any suggestion that Mr. Jack- 
son is hiding out." Jackson, 


who has been sued by a 13- 
year-old boy for alleged sexual 
molestation, cancelled his 
Dangerous world tour on Nov. 


12 and flew to Europe, spark- 
ing a massive media manhunt. 


Jackson said he needed addic- 
tion treatment, but bis trip 
prompted speculation that « 
was avoiding returning to the 
United States, where police 
are conducting a criminal, 
probe in connection with the 
.molestation allegations. 


Jackson sued by 
former guards 


SANTA MONICA. Calif* 
(AP) — Five former security 


guards filed a lawsuit against 
Michael Jackson, claiming the 


superstar fired them because-, 
they knew too much about his 
^ e 8 tJ d activities with young 
hoys. Tbe lawsuit filed Mon- . 
day added to Jackson's woes 
on the eve of a superior court 
hearing scheduled for Tuesday 
on allegations he molested a - 
13- year-old boy. Jackson’s" 
lawyers asked the judge to '. 
delay the boy’s lawsuit for sis 


years, when the . statute of 

limitations ^vnime TV 


limitations expires; The enter* 
tamer maintains The allegations 
stem from a failed £20 million 
extortion attempt by the boy’s 
father, -a dentist and aspiring 
screenwriter. Jacksoa’s lawyer, 
Bertram Fields, also denied’ 
me guards’ allegations. Jack- 
son has not been charged with 


any crime. Police are investi- 
gating the 13-year-old’S allega- 
tions. 
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LONDON (A£3P) Graham his coi 

Tkytar nawnttL as England Kelly ; 

manager TSieaday over the see h 

to reach next these , 

-year's World, Cup finals in “Th 

Amewa. Graha 

Taylor informed Football came 

Association chief executive He s 

Graham Kdiyaf the end of last down 
week that he was thinking of about 

quitting after more than three today. 

I years m the job. Kell 

> Kelly iaid he had told him to MiUid 

■ for a few days, bat chains 

Taylor s mind was made up tiocal 
and the official resignation Tayloi 

apecd» was given to the FA ignatic 

hierarchy at lunchtime Tay 

Tu ^ sd ? y - ^ , ' McMe 

> EnglaOd ,s > hopes of qual- ter th 

«y»hg for the finals took a resigru 

devastating -blow after they The 

were beaten 2-0 in Holland in Bobby 

October. But they were finally lowing 

edged out when Holland beat finals 
Poland last week. reache 

Taylors team selections and Tay] 

m a nager ial style have come in qualifj 

"for continual criticism over the als it t 
past year. to off. 

In the wake of the failure, the jol 
Taylor bad indicated his de- Und 

, termination to carry on until 17 oul 


in wake of England World Cup failure 


^ contract ends in June. And 
Kelly said: “I’m very upset to 
see h im go, esperiaUy under 
these circumstances. 

“The firet indication that 
Graham was going to resign 
came before the weekend. 

He said that he wanted to sit 
down and talk with the FA 
about it. That happened 
today.” 

Kelly, FA Chairman Sir Bert 
MiUichip and Peter Swales, 
chairman of the FA Interna- 
tional Committee, all faced 
Taylor. They accepted his res- 
ignation, Kelly announced. 

Taylor’s assistant Lawrie 
McMenemenv. who looked af- 


McMenemeny, who looked af- 
ter the under-21 team, al so 
resigned. 

Tne two took over after 
Bobby Robson reisgned fol- 
lowing the 1990 World Cup 
finals in Italy when England 
reached the semifinals. 

Taylor said, “if we did not 
qualify for the World Cup fin- 
als it was always my intention 
to offer my resignation from 
the job as England manager.” 

Under Taylor, Englano won 
17 out of 37 matches played. 


But he seldom earned praise 
and was described as “a turnip” 
by one tabloid newspaper. 

Taylor said “I met with Gra- 
ham Kelly Thursday of last 
week and today with the Chair- 
man of the Football Associa- 
tion, the chairman of the Inter- 
national Committee and the 
chief executive, when I formal- 
ly tendered my res igna tion. 

“I feel this is the appropriate 
course oif action in the cir- 
cumstances." 

"No one can grasp the 
depths of my personal dis- 
appointment at not qual- 
ifying,” he added. 

“I do, however, naturally 
wish my successor the best of 
good fortune in England’s en- 
deavours to win thel 1996 
European Championship.” 

The FA's International 
Committee meets next Tuesday. It 
was expected to decide on 
Taylor’s future but will DOW 
have to think about his suc- 
cessor. 

Leeds United manager Ho- 
ward Wilkinson and Steve 
Coppell, currently without a 
league team, are tne bookmak- 


ers’ favourites. 

They are quoted at 7-2 by 
William Hill with Queen's 
Park Rangers boss Gerry Fran- 
cis SI, Kevin Keegan $-1, Ron 
Atkinson 10-1, Trevor Francis, 
George Graham, Glenn Hod- 
dle and Mike Walker 12-1, Joe 
Royle and Ray Wilkins 16-1. 

Kelly has already said that 
be would like the FA to intro- 
duce a two-tier managerial 
system along German Tines. 
Taylor was thought to be keen 
to stay at Lancaster Gate and 
work with a younger coach. 

However, be was criticised 
Monday by Charles Hughes, 
the FA’s director of coaching, 
for a constant changing of tac- 
tics and team selection. 

Kelly 'made it dear that 
Hughes’s comments had no 
bearing on Taylor’s decision. 

Taylor was criticised Mon- 
day by the English FA's direo 
tor of coaching for his failure 
to steer England into next 
year's World Cup finals. 

Charles Hughes, who de- 
fended his own much -criticised 
role in the national game, said: 
“Positive thinking and single- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Donkov wins UEFA reprieve 


at a touch j 
he Botev Pit 


defeat in eight Argentine Championship matche 
Maradona had a quiet match and Newell’s w< 
Belgrano with a 49tb-mixnite goal by Qaudi 
result kept them one place off the bottom of t 


BERN (AFP) — Bulgarian Geoigi Donkov had his five-year ban 
for spitting at a touch judge slashed to two years by UEFA here 
Tuesday. The Botev Plovdiv player was banned following a home 
match against. Greek side Olympiakos on Sept. 29. Donkov 
remains banned from club ana international football until Dec. 
31, 1995. A UEFA spokesman said: “The feet that he is at the 
start of a promising international career, that he admits he 
behaved badly and regrets it were decisive factors in the ban being 
cut.” 

Maradona fails to inspire Newell’s 

BUENOS AIRES {R) — Diego Maradona was unable to inspire 
his dub side Newell f s Old ways who slumped to their fourth 
defeat in eight Argentine Championship matches at the weekend. 
Maradona Bad a quiet match and Newell’s were beaten 1-0 by 
i Belgrano with a 49tb-mixrate goal by Claudio Rivadero. The 
result kept them one place off the bottom of the table with just 
one win to their credit. Their consolation is that they have three 
games in hand over most of the teams above them. River Plate 
lead the championship after beating former leaders Lanus 2-0, 
their fifth consecutive win. 

China wants 1996 Grand Prix 

PARIS (AFP) — China has joined the list of countries wanting to 
host a Formula One Grand Prix. Sources within motor racing’s 
hierarchy said Modriay that China could get a race in 1996. Qatar 
is already in fine to stage a Formula One event that year and has 
been visited by Formula One Constructors Association chief 
Benue Ecclestone. After the failure of its bid for the 2000 
Olympics, Chinese sports officials have expressed an increasing 
desire to be seen m high profile events, the sources said. 
“Formula One gets worldwide coverage, like the Olympics and 
World Cup football . Now it tfeems they are putting the same effort 
applied to he 2000 games into organising a Formula One event. 
International Automobile Federation President Max Mosley has 
been invited to lay the first stone for a new track at Zuhai near 
Macau. Motiley was at the Formula Three Grand Prix in Macau at 
the weekend. Other tracks already exist near Beijing and in 
Guangdong province. 

ITF to brush up Davis Cup image 


Imprisoned diver to be freed 

MIAMI, Florida (AFP) — Former diver Bruce Kimball, con- 
victed of manslaughter while drunk riving five years ago, will be 


Prix. Sources within motor racing’s 


turned into a World Championship of eight or 16 nations. Within 
the championships would oe groups of around four nations who 
would play each other mice, the top two at the end of the round 
robin contest would dispute the final. Teams in the Davis Cup 
World Group currently play on a knock out basis. Changes will be 
dfsn i yyd at the final of this year’s Davis Cup between Australia 


discussed at the final or trus years Davis uup oe tween Australia 
and Germany in Dnsseldorf from Dec. 3-5. Representatives of all 
current Worm Group nations wOI be present and many feel that 
the current format has become stale. ITF officials say the new 


format would mean each country getting at least three matches a 
year — with at least one match at home — and knowing when 
they would be at the start of the season. 
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think before you lead 


icieasra irom prison weanesaay alter serving less than five years 
of a 17-year sentence. Kimball drove into a crowd of about 35 
teenagers parked along a dead-end street at night. Two were 
killed and two others had several operations for multiple leg 
fractures while another four were hospitalised. Less than three 
weeks after the incident, Kimball attempted to qualify for the 
1988 U.S. Olympic team. Friends of the victims attended the U.S. 
trials at Indianapolis, glaring at Kimball from the stands as they 
watched him fail. 

Barkley honoured, investigated i 

PONENIX, Arizona (AFP) — Charles Barkley was named the 
National Basketball Association's (NBA) player of the week even 
as police found witnesses to say the 1992 Olympian did not punch 
a man in die mouth. Baikety averaged 28.3 points and 15.3 
rebounds in three victories by die rnoemx Suns. He remains 
among The NBA's top three players in scoring, rebounding and 
steals. Barkley, last year’s NBA most valuable player, bad 28 
points and 20 rebounds in beating Oeveland and 3o points plus 13 
rebounds in defeating Golden State. Meanwhile, police here 
interviewed seven witnesses of mi incident in which Barkley is 
accused of punching 36-year-old vitamin salesman Edward 
Durham in me mouth. Barkley admits arguing with Durham 
Thursday but denies striking the blow. A police officer said two of 
Barkley's friends phis five other people in the bar at the time of 
the scuffle supported Barkley's version of the story. 

Fernandez to join McEnroe in Hopman Cup 

SYDNEY (R) — Mary Joe Fernandez will replace the injured 
Jennifer- Capriati as John McEnroe’s partner m the American 
team for the Hopman Cup mixed team tennis event in Perth at the 
end of next month tournament officials said Tuesday. Fernandez, 
22, replaces Capriati, 17, who pulled out of the annual event 
earlier this month with an elbow injury which has kept her 
sidelined since the U.S. Open in September. Fernandez, ranked 
seventh in the world, is also making her comeback after 
abdominal surgery two months ago. The U.S. due are second 
seeds behind Czech pair Petr Korda and Jana Novotna. Germany 
are the defending champions. 

Chavez, Norris and Nunn to defend titles 

NEW YORK (AP) — Boxers Julio Cesar Chavez, Terry Norris 
and Michael Nunn will defend world titles n Dec. 18 at Pueblo, 
Mexico. The tripleheader came about because of a change in the 
date of Chavez^ defence against Andy Holligan of Britain and a 
site change in scheduled defences by Noms and Nunn, John 
Solberg, a spokesman for promoter Don King, said Monday. 
Chavez, of Mexico, originally was scheduled to defend the WBC 
super lightweight championship against Holligan on Dec. 11 at 
Pueblo. Norris and Nunn originally were set for title defences on 
Dec. 18 at Charlotte, N.C. Nonis, the WBC super welterweight 
champion, will fight Simon Brown, a former welterweight 
champion, and Nunn will defend the WBA super middleweight 
title against Merqui Sosa. 

Krabbe fight largely 
for money not sport’ 
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North-South, who were using a 15- 
17 range for a one-no-trump open- 
ing, reached four hearts via a direct 
route. With only nine points in high 
cards. South was not interested in 
anything more than game. As West, 
all you have to do Is choose the 
opening aalvo. 

We know that some bridge col- 
.ubjius would feature a lead of a low 
diamond. The long would turn up in 
dummy, partner would hold the 
queen and you would steal a dia- 
mond trick to fracture on otherwise 
unbreakable contract. That’s too 
clever a lead for us, and the ace of 
diamonds is more likely to cost a 
trick and a tempo than gain. 

The next suit to e li m i n ate is 
spades. To lend from an unsupport- 
ed knave on this sort of auction begs 
for trouble, and here it would cost a 
trick and band declarer the con- 
tract. That leaves a choice between 
trumps and clubs. 

We thiwh it’s a toss-up. If you 
selected a trump, declarer will even- 
tually go down because every card is 
wrong. There’s no way to avoid los- 
ing two tricks in each minor suit If 
you opted for a club, there’s a bonus. 
Partner can score a dub ruff a# well 
for down two. 


BONN (R) — German sprin- 
ter Katrin Krabbe’s fiebr 
against a two-year doping Ban 
is about money rather than a 
return to the track, athletic 
sources said Monday. 

Krabbe's only chance of 
beating the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation's 
(IAAF) two-year ban, which 
was confirmed by their arbitra- 
tion panel at the weekend, is to 
take the case to a German civil 
court and try to sue for dam- 
ages. 

German Athletics Federa- 
tion (DLV) chief Jan Kern 
confirmed that the DLV had to 
follow the IAAF panel's deci- 
sion in Monaco to keep Krab- 
be and her teammates Grit 
Breuer and Manuel Derr off 
the track until August 1995. 
“We have no choice but to 
follow the LAAF panel's deci- 
sion,'' Kem said. 

The IAAF banned Krabbe. 
the 1991 world 100 and 200 
metres champion, and her fel- 
low former east Germans for 
two ^ears last August for 
bringing to sport into disrepute 


after they admitted to taking 
the banned drug Clenbuterol. 

The DLV, which had 
already banned Krabbe for one 
year before the IAAF attached 
on an extra two years, admits 
the new ban would be regarded 
as too harsh in German law 
and the trio would probably 
win a court injunction to run 
domestically. 

But whatever a German 
court might rule, the athletes 
have no real chance of compet- 
ing in lucrative international 
meetings until the end of 1995. 

Leading German sprinters 
confirmed Monday that they 
also would not risk being ban- 
ned under IAAF rules by run- 
ning against any of the trio if 
they did win an injunction to 
run on German soil. 

Although Krabbe, who was 
24 Monday, said Sunday she 
wanted to ’return to sprinting, 
athletics sources believe her 
main aim now' is to force the 
issue to court so that she can 
claim damages against the 
IAAF for loss of eamincs. 


ramdedness of purpose is the 
hallmark of international man- 
agement — international man- 
agers have to make their minds 
up. 

"If we want to improve our 
performance at senior interna- 
tional level, apart from techni- 
que — which hopefully we’re 

S to do sometning about — 
are two things which 
could improve our chances. 

“The first is to narrow our 
selection down drastically. An 
international manager will 
choose 60 players or so over 
about 30 games, wbereas at a 
dub they will use 18 to 20 or 
even less for the same number 
of games. 

’That gives one a certain 
continuity in the team. The 
more they play together the 
slicker they’ll be.” 

Taylor, has used 59 players 
in his 38 games in charge or the 
England team, experimenting 
where Hughes believes he 
should have chosen fewer play- 
ers and stuck by them. 

Hughes also took Taylor to 
task for changing his tactics too 
often. 

China 
is still 
developing 

MANILA (AFP) — China, 
on an athletics world record 
rampage and flush with inter- 
national success in other 
sports, still has some way to 
go before it can challenge for 
Olympic supremacy, a senior 
Chinese sports official said 
here Tuesday. 

“It is true that we have 
achieved good results. 
However, our standards are 
still developing and are still 
quite a distance from the 
best.” Lou Dapeng, sports 
director of the Beijing bid 
committee narrowly beaten 
by Sydney for the 2M0 Olym- 
pics, said Tuesday. 

“Sooner or later a Chinese 
city will make a second bid,” 
he added, although he said 
China had yet to decide on 
whether to bid for the 2004 
games. 

China followed up their 
three gold medals at the 
World Athletic Cham- 
pionships in Stuttgart with 
four world records in their 
national games in Beijing and 
a clean-sweep of the World 
Cup Marathon — all 
j achieved by the same handful 
of women. 

They also won six out of 
nine women’s titles and one 
mens gold medal at last 
week's World Weightlifting 
Championships in Mel- 
bourne. 

“We hope to be among the 
top few nations,” in the 
Atlanta Games in 1996 and 
Sydney four years later, 
added Lou, vice-president of 
China's rack and Field Asso- 
ciation and vice president of 
the Asian Amateur Athletic 
Association (AAAA). 



PARIS (AFP) — Johan Cruyff 
has delivered a financial rocket 
to warn his Barcelona players 
against becoming Champion 
League chumps Wednesday. 

The Spanish team's Dutch 
coach fined the whole team 
after an embarrassing borne 
league defeat at the weekend. 
Cruyff was furious after the 1-0 
loss to bottom of the league 
LOerida deflated hopes of a 
winning start to the next stage 
of the European Champions 
Cup against Galatasary of 
Turkey. 

“It is hard to say who played 
worst,” Cruyff said after 
watching the defeat in which 
Brazilian star Romario missed 
a penalty. 

“It just means that some 
players will not be there at the 
end of the season,” he added 
in an o minions war nin g. 

When defending the team 
last season, Cruyffs players 
were beaten in the second 
round to CSKA Moscow. And 
they suffered a first round 
scare this year having to come 
back from 3-1 down against 
Dynamo Moscow. 

The guarantee of S3 billion 
in television and advertising 
money for the Champions 
League has already spurred the 
Turks, who many people have 
dismissed as the easiest in the 
four team group. But they top- 
pled English title holders Man- 
chester United in the third 
round, even if it was only on 
.away goals. 


IIs Barcelona! 
In or leave 


The promise of $320,000 for 
each point secured will only 
further boost Galatasaray oh 
their home ground in Istanbul. 

Galatasaray called in former 
boss Kalli Feldcap, now in 
Germany, as a special advisor 
in the match against United. 
He gave crucial advice on the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
the English champions, and 
such planning could gain them 
further success. 

Current coach Reiner Hol- 
land said: “I am sure we will be 
victorious against Monaco and 
Spartak Moscow at home, and 
get a point from Barcelona in 
Istanbul.” 

As Monaco and Spartak 
Moscow are the other teams 
competing for die group’s two 
places in the semi-finals. They 
play in the Mediterranean 
principality's Louis n Stadium. 

Monaco coach Arsene Wen- 
ger reckons it will be a three- 
way fight for the runners-up 
spot in Group A to make the 
semifinals behind Barcelona. 

Manager Mike Walker went 
to Italy Sunday for a last look 
at Inter. He said: T don't rate 
them any better than Bayern. 
Who were the second seeds. 
They have quality players, and 
it will be tough, we have no 
illusions about that. 

“We have to take the same 
attitude as we had against 
Bayern, when everyone prop- 
erly we would have a chance." 

Walker already knows that 
Efan Ekoku and Mark Robins 


will oot be »gdy to return" 
from injury. ^ hamstring, 
strain which "*L;atens to re- 
move Ruel Kw, his maiot! 
attacking inspiration who. 
scored his seygfiib goal of the 
season Satur-W ‘ 

UEFA Cxtfj Ijplders Juveri-; 
tus host TeqC-jjis and Bobby 
Robson's Siwnlne Lisbon en-. 
tertain SV r^jno Salzburg o£ 
Austria. 

The former England mana- 
ger is optimistic of a gooti: 
result. “We haw a very strong, 
midfield. Paul Sousa, who we’ 
signed last summer from Benfi-" 
ca, is fantastic and blends per- 
fectly with Bulgarian Balakoy 
and the Russian Borussial' 
Dortmund travel to Denmark’s. 
If Broendby and there is one 
UEFA Cup tie Thursday be-.' 
tween Belgium's MEchelen 
and Italy's Cagliari. ; 

On Tuesday, Eintracht 
Frankfurt will be looking to. 
put two consecutive 3-0 defeats 
m the German League behind 
them at home to Deportivo La 
Coruna. 

In another third round tie,- 
Karlsruhe will hope to repeat', 
their 7-0 league thrashing of 
Spanish league leaders Valen- 
cia in the last round, when they- 
visit Bordeaux. 

Portugal's FC Boavista, who 
had the distinction of being the 
first to boat an Italian side in 
Europe this season, have a. 
UEFA Cup tie at Ofi Crete 
Tuesday. Lazio were Boa vis- 
ta’s hapless victims. 


Jansher wins World Squash Open title 


KARACHI (R) — Jahangir 
Khan's bid to bring his illust- 
rious career to an end with a 
seventh World Open title in his 
home dty ended in gallant 
failure when he was beaten 
34-15, 15-9, 15-5, 15-5 by fel- 
low P akistani Jansher Khan 
Tuesday. 

Playing only his second 
tournament after nine months 
out with a back injury, Jahan- 
gir had incredibly beaten three 
top 10 ranked players — Ross 
Norman of New Zealand, Au- 
stralian Brett Martin and Eng- 
land's Chris Walker — on his 
way to the final. 

But the final proved to be 


one match too many as Jahan- 
gir, tired and upset by several 
refereeing decision, surren- 
dered to defending champion 
and world number one Jansher 
in 66 minutes. 

The occasion, only the third 
all-Pakistani World Open final 
in history, turned into a gather- 
ing of the Khans as great 
names from Pakistan’s squash 
history came to watch. 

They included Jahangir's 
father, former British Open 
champion Roshan Khan, and 
his uncle Hashim Khan, British 
Open champion seven times in 
the 1950s. 

It was clear which Kahn the 


large audience wanted to win. 
Jansher was greeted with polite . 
applause while Jahangir en- 
tered to cheering, chanting and . 
stamping of feet. 

The crowd were soon cheer- 
ing again as the 29-year-old 
Jahangir opened in style and 
went on the attack against his 
younger opponent. 

They played pomt-for-point' ' 
to 6-6 before Jahangir opened 
up a two-point gabby forcing:’ 
two rare errors from his oppo- ! 
nent. It was a gap Jansher was ; 
unable to dose although he’ 
kept Jahangir engaged in long,/ 
strength-sapping rallies winch’ i 
were later to prove decisive. ' 


McRae crashes out of RAC Rally 


BIRMINGHAM, England 
(AFP) — Colin McRae 
crashed out of the RAC Rally 


while leading for the third year 
running in foe penultimate leg 
Tuesday. 


The engine on the Scot's 
Subaru finpreza blew during 


the longest stage of the day — 
a winding road on the English- 
Scottish border — leaving his 


hopes of becoming the first 
British winner of the event for 
17 years in tatters. 

McRae's disastrous luck left 
world champion Juha Kank- 
knnen dear to win the event a 
third time. 


The Subaru hit a rock and 
burst a radiator. McRae made 
it to the end of the stage, but 
was 150 seconds slower than 
the Finn in a Toyota Celica. 

“What can you say? These 
things happen,” said the 25- 
year-old Scot. “The guys tried 
to repar the damage but there 
was way too much to do. We 
tried as much as we could until 
we ran out of time. 

“At the start we definitely 
had as much chance as anyone 
of winning the rally and we 
were leading with no prob- 
lems.” 

McRae took over the lead 


Monday with a stunning drive 
through the icy forest tracks of 
Wales. On Tuesday he had, 
looked on course for victory’ 
after safely negotiating! 
Grizedale where he had drop- 
ped out in the previous two 
years. 

Roger Clark was the last 
British driver to win the rally in 
1978. 

Britain's hopes now rest on 
Malcolm Wilson who started 
the day third in his Ford Escort; 
Cosworth. But even Wilson] 
dropped bade to sixth during' 
the day. 


PENTHOUSE FOR RENT 

Deluxe brand new penthouse with an area of 185m 2 
and completely furnished kitchen surrounded by a 
150m 2 terrace. Located in Atpdoun area with an overall 
view of all surrounding areas. 

For more information, please call 656865 
between 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 


A first floor apartment for rent , consisting of three 
bedrooms , three salons , three bathroom , 
two verindas , and three entrances . It has separate 
central heating & telephone . Location : Jabal Amman 
between the 4 th & 5 th circle . 

The rental annual rate is JD 6500 . 

For more information , please call Tel . No . 820236 . 


VILLA FOR SALE 

In Abdoun area, near the American Embassy. 
Consists of a basement floor for recreation area, boiler 
& maid room. First floor consists of 4 bedrooms (2 
master), salons & a large kitchen. 

The villa has a unique arch, design, & a stylish 
finishing, using high quality materials. Total area 590m. 
Land area 996m. Price JD 360,000. 

For more information, please call: 
811018, Eng. Moh'd Askalan 


The choice is yours. 


W e ha ve the best 

AJAN1 


Classical Music Night 

Wednesday 
24 . 11 . 93 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


British Harrier jet crashes in north Iraq 


LONDON (AFP) — A British air force Harrier jump jet 
crashed in northern Iraq Tuesday but the pDot managed to 
eject and was only slightly hurt, the defence ministry said. The 
ministry said the pilot was rescued and was being treated at his 
base at Inctrii in southern Turkey. A spokesman said the crash 
was caused by a mechanical problem. The accident happened 
during a routine mission Tuesday morning in a mountainous 

n X T : xr > r c _ r. . _ .1 


region of Iraqi Kurdistan. U.S. troops went to the pilot's aid, 
after the crash about 150 kilometres inside northern Iraq from 
the Turkish border, and took him back to Indrlil. The ministry 
said ground troops would be sent to recover the wreckage of 
the jet 


Nearly 70,000 immigrants arrive in Israel 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Almost 70,000 immigrants have settled 
in Israel so far this year, the Jewish Agency announced 
Tuesday. All but 11,500 of the 68,913 newcomers came from 
the ex-Soviet Union, said Simcha Dinitz, chairman of the 


the end of 1993 compared with 76,500 last year. 

Bomb blast kills Israeli-backed militiaman 


MARJAYOUN (R) — A roadside bomb killed a soldier of the 
Israeli-backed militia in South Lebanon on Tuesday, security 
sources said. The off-duty South Lebanon Army militiaman 
was driving a tractor when the bomb planted by guerrillas 
exploded in the Rihan area on the edge of the Israeli-occupied 
zone. No group claimed responsibility for the attack. 


Lebanon to step up AIDS campaign 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon said Tuesday it was stepping up its 
AIDS awareness campaign in schools, its tourism industry and 
the media. An official report said there were 203 cases of HTV 
infected and AIDS patients in Lebanon but Health Minister 
Marwan Hamadeh Hamadeh told a news conference an 
estimated 200 other cases had not been reported. Health 


Minis try sources said 20 AIDS patients have died since the 
virus first appeared in Lebanon in 1984. 


Suharto begins visit to Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — President Suharto of Indonesia arrived in 
Iran on Tuesday on a three-day visit aimed at boosting trade 


and strengthening bilateral ties. Mr. Suharto, the first Indone- 
sian head of state to visit Iran since the 1979 revolution, was 


sian head of state to visit Iran since the 1979 revolution, was 
greeted at the airport by his Iranian counterpart Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. Mr. Suharto, 72, was accompanied by 
his wife. Foreign Minis ter Ali AJatas and a delegation. 


37 dead in Turkish clashes 


ANKARA (AFP) — Thirty-seven people died within a 
24-hour period daring dashes between gov ernm ent troops and 


separatist Kurdish rebels in the eastern and southeastern 
breakaway regions of Turkey, authorities said Tuesday. They 
said 24 rebels were killed by the army during raids in the 
separatist stronghold of Diyarbakir. Ten civilians and three 


police officers were akn killed by rebels from the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) in the eastern region of Bingol. 


Libya says no plan to expel Thais 


BANGKOK (R) — Libya's ambassador to Thailand said 
Tuesday his country had no plans to expel thousands of Thai 
workers and called for an improvement in relations between 
the two countries. “The reports on the plight of Thai workers 
w ere the remit of misunderstanding,* 1 Mohammad AH 
Mohammad Hanesh told reporters after talks at he Thai 
Foreign Ministry. A Foreign Ministry spokesman said the 
ambassador had suggested mat to prevent further misunder- 
standing the two countries should exchange resident ambassa- 
dors. Mr. Hanesh is accredited to Thailand but lives In Kuala 
Lumpur. 


Syria praises confirmation of boycott 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria praised the Arab League for 


upholding a boycott of Israel and said Tuesday there was no 
reason to lift the ban in place for more than 40 years. “While 


welcoming the Arab decision, we have to point out that ending 
die Arab boycott of Israel is dosely linked to Israel's complete 


withdrawal from the occupied Arab lands," the official daily 
Tishreen said. 


Libya has ‘evidence’ U.S. elections rigged 

TUNIS (R) — Libya said on Tuesday it had evidence that U.S 


TUNIS (R) — Libya said on Tuesday it had evidence that U.S. 
President BQ1 Clinton rigged his election, ft will reveal the 
evidence and create “a tremor in America" if the Voice of 
America continues to attack Libyan leader Muammar Qadha- 
fi, the official news agency JANA said. The agency said it was 
responding to a Voice of America commentary which treated 
Colonel Qadhafi like just another autocrat. In theory Col. 
Qadhafi has no executive power and his only title is leader of 
the revolution. 


Rabin, Arafat to speak to Europarliament 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yithzak Rabin 
and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat will visit the European 


Parliament separately next month, parliament officials said 
Tuesday- The 51S-member assembly has invited Mr. Rabin to 


Tuesday. The 518-member assembly has invited Mr. Rabin to 
speak during a special plenary session here Dec. X. He also is 
scheduled to meet Jacques Delors, president of the ECs 
executive commission. Mr. Arafat will visit the assembly Dec. 
13 during its monthly plenary session in Strassbourg, France. 


Peres on first top-level Greek visit 


ATHENS (AFP) — Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
arrived here Tuesday for a 36-hour visit to Greece which will 
overlap with an official visit by Palestinian leader Yasser 


Arafat, fuelling expectations that they might meet. The Peres 
visit, arranged at the last minute, is unprecedented at such a 
senior levefin Greek-Israeli bilateral relations. Greece was the 


visit, i 
senior 


last of the European Community (EC) countries to recognise 
Israel, in May 1990. The visit is seen as an opportunity for an 


exchange of views as Greece prepares to take over the rotting 
EC presidency in January. 


Algerian authorities round up 300 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Security forces took in 300 people for 
questioning at Annaba, in eastern Algeria, on Monday, in a 
combined five-hour police and army operation, the daily A1 
Watan reported Tuesday. Two helicopters overflew the city 
during the operation, similar to moves against Islamic fun- 
damentalist groups in other major Algerian cities since the 
beginning of November. 


’No threat to Israel’s existence — Barak 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — No power in the Middle East can 
endanger Israel’s existence, armed forces chief Ehud Barak 
said here Tuesday. “The straggle against terrorism is difficult, 
but terrorism does not pose a threat to Israel's existence,” 


General Barak told his Polish counterpart Tadeusz Wilecki. 
“No power in the Middle East is capable of putting Israel's 


existence in danger,” Gen. Barak said. 


U.N. Iraq blockade stops Israeli ship 

TEL AVTV (R) — A U.S. Navy ship enforcing a U.N. 
blockade against Iraq stopped an Israeli freighter .on Tuesday 
in the Rea Sea to check if it was breaking the embargo, a 
shipping company said. Zim Lines spokeswoman Rivka 
Benvemste said it was the first time U.N. inspectors stopped 
an Israeli freighter on suspicions of aiding Iraq since a 
U.N.-brokered understanding exempting Israeli snips from 
the embargo earlier this year. 



Israel, PLO resume secret talks 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) here 
Tuesday began their third 
round of secret talks on 
arrangements for an Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied 
Gaza Scrip and West B ank 
town of Jericho. 

The talks were focused on 
“security problems,” Palesti- 
nian officials said, with discus- 
sions on the transfer to a civi- 
lian Palestinian a dminis tration 
due to begin in the Egyptian 
town of El Arish in the Sinai 
peninsula on Wednesday. 

Mahmoud Abbas, a member 
of the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee, said Tuesday that "dis- 
agreements" remained over 
“security arrangements and 
the problem of crossing 


points'’ between Egypt and the 
Gaza Strip, and between the 


Gaza Strip, and between the 
Jericho area and Jordan. 

UndeT the tenns of the 
Israeli-PLO autonomy accord 
signed on Sept. 13, Israel is to 
start withdrawing its troops 
from the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho on Dec. 13. 

Pales tinian chief negotiator 
Nabil Shaath said “major prog- 
ress” was made at the hist 
round of talks. 

However, two major prob- 
lems remained unresolved, 
apart from control of the bor- 
der posts: The goegraptncal 
limits of the Jericno area, the 
exact boundaries of Jewish set- 
tlements in the Gaza Strip and 
the 11,400 Palestinian prison- 
ers held by Israel. 


Syria 

restates 


its stand 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Syria reaf- 
firmed its rejection of the 
idea of secret talks with Israel 
Tuesday and insisted that pub- 
lic negotiations were the only 
way to peace. 

On Sunday Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin told 
reporters he expected Syria to 
negotiate through what he cal- 
led “quiet channels.” 

But the official Syrian news- 
paper A1 Thawra said: “Syria 
rejects ex chang in g the public 
negotiations in Washington for 
the secret talks which are being 
sought by Israel." 

Israel’s deputy foreign 
minister, in an interview pub- 


lished by a Kuwaiti newspaper 
Tuesday, accused Syrian Presri- 


Tuesday, accused Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad of ob- 
structing the road to peace. 

“The problem is that Presi- 
dent Assad has not given us his 
explanation of peace. He only 
speaks of withdrawal, and he 
wants from Israel clear defini- 
tions for withdrawal,” Yossi 
Beilin told the Kuwaiti A1 
Siyassah daily. 

Syria’s negotiations with 
Israel have been bogged down 
over Damascus’ insistence on 
unconditional Israeli with- 
drawal from the strategic 
Golan Heights the Jewish state 
occupies, as well as Israeli de- 
mands for a dear definition of 
“total peace.” 

In a violation of the boycott- 
of-Israel rules, the pro-govern- 
ment A1 Siyassah was the first 
Gulf paper to send its own 
reporter to Israel. 

Last week, the newspaper 
and its English-Language sister 


publication Arab Times pub- 
lished an interview with the 


lished an interview with the 
Israeli president, Ezer 
Weizman. 

A1 Thawra said Mr. Rabin 
was frying to wriggle out of the 
formula for the Washington 
talks, which are based on the 
Middle East peace conference 
held in Madrid in 1991. 

That formula was peace in 
return for Israeli withdrawal 
from occupied Arab territory. 

The newspaper said that 
according to Israel's concept of 
peace Israel would keep au the 
occupied territory. 

“This vision of the Tel Aviv 
rulers has foiled 11 rounds of 
bilateral talks which were held 
in Washington so far," it said. 

But the newspaper said U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, who will visit the 
region early next month to try 
to reactivate the peace talks, 
would find a positive Syrian 
response if he pushed the land- 
for- peace formula. 


But it predicted that Israel 
raid tell Mr. Christooher it 


would tell Mr. Christopher it 
was not ready to withdraw,” 
this would constitute a thorny 
obstacle hindering the reac- 
tivation of the peace talks and 


Syria had threatened to 
boycott the 12th round of talks 
unless Israel gives firm com- 
mitment to withdraw. 

Al Thawra again called on 
other Arab states not to make 
separate agreements with 
Israel. 

“Israel shows it is not seek- 
ing a just and comprehensive 


but is trying to conclude 
separate deals accords 


which would lead to no perma- 
nent peace," h added. 


Both sides have stressed 
their determination to keep to 
the agenda outlined in the li- 
mited autonomy accord. 

The committee discussing 
the planned withdrawal hit an 
impasse in Egypt’s Red Sea 
resort of Taba three weeks 
ago, when the PLO walked out 
of the talks, accusing Israel of 
proposing a redeployment 
rather than a withdrawal. 

The negotiators then re- 
sumed the talks in secret in 
Cairo to avoid the glare of 
publicity. 

Dr. Shaath said the nego- 
tiators had already reached 
agreement on three conten- 
tious points: Control over land 
routes, the border between 
Israel and the Gaza Strip and 
territorial waters off the strip. 

Mr. Abbas said that PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat was 
pl anning to visit Egypt for talks 
with President Hona Mubarak 
next week. 

Mr. Abbas told reporters 
before leaving Cairo for PLO 
headquarters in T unis that no 
arrangements had been made 
for Mr. Arafat to meet Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
during the visit. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Rabin 
first met at the ceremony to 
sign the outline peace agree- 
ment and they suppressed their 
personal dislike of each other 
to hold a working meeting in 
Cairo on Oct. 6. 

They are expected to meet 
again sometime during the 
next three weeks to resolve any 


problems that cannot be set- 
tled by the negotiators. 

Mr. Abbas spent three days 
in Egypt talking to Mr. Mubar- 
ak ana his advisors about die 
PLO-Israel talks and tensions 
wi thin the PLO about Arafat's 
management of the organisa- 
tion. 


April. Three moderate PLO 
officials have been assassinated 
since the agreement was signed 
Sept. 13, and opponents nave 
vowed to continue attacks on 
settlers and other Israeli 


diplomatic sources said. 

Mr. Christopher would be 


its to try to sink the plan, 
lestinian sources in Tunis 


Palestinian sources say Mr. 
Abbas and other senior offi- 
cials who have supported Mr. 
Arafat throughout two years of 
negotiations with Israel are 
concerned that he is not shar- 
ing decision-making at a cru- 
cial time when the PLO must 
trans fo rm itself from a revolu- 
tionary movement into a gov- 
ernment. 


Palestinian sources in Tunis 
said the PLO had named 
General Nasr Yussef and two 
other officers from the Pales- 
tine liberation Army (PLA) to 
run the 15,000-strong Palesti- 
nian force. 


Police arrive 


The first Palestinian police 
officers trained in Egypt ar- 
rived back in Gaza Tuesday, 


rived back in Gaza Tuesday, 
three weeks before they are to 
start taking up some duties 
under the autonomy plan. 


Thousands of men from the 
PLA, which consists of Palesti- 
nian units serving in Arab 
armies, are assembling in 
Egypt and Jordan in readiness 
for the take-over. 

The officer named to run the 
police in Gaza visited the over- 
crowded and poverty-stricken 
area for the first time on Mon- 
day to inspect army camps and 
Israeli civil administration 
offices that his force might take 


by far the highest-level U.S. 
official to visit the PLO head- 
quarters or meet with Mr. Ara- 
rat there. 

The sources said Mr. Christ- 
opher was scheduled to visit 
PlO headquarters during his 
Middle East tour in early De- 
cember. 

Diplomats said Mr. Christ- 
opher's discussions with Mr. 
Arafat would focus on the 
PLO-Israel self-rule talks and 
preparations by the Palesti- 
nians to take over authority in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

But they could not deter- 
mine the exact date of Mr- 
Christopher’s meeting with 
Mr. Arafat. 



French film 
wins prize 
in Stockholm 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Thai', 
French film "Un DeexTrois *■ 


SoleiT, directed by Bertrand 
Biier, was' awarded the Bronze . 

Horae Prize for Best Rhn at 
the just-conduded Fourth In- Y^r- 
temational Stockholm- Film ZP' 
Festival. Italian actor Marcello .. . 


Mastrioariui won the prize for MpC* *** 15 
best male lead in the same film in 


Meetings on economic policy 


Dressed in snappy blue 
shirts and gray uniforms, the 


men crossed into the occupied 
Gaza Strip here from Egypt a 
day after their formal gradua- 
tion from the Egypt’s police 


The success of the PLO- 
Israeli talks is opening the way 
for the United States to make a 
new attempt to make progress 
between Israel and Syria. An 
Israeli-Syrian peace deal would 


academy. 

The 22 men were trained for 


do most to ensure a lasting and 
comprehensive Arab-Israel 


comprehensive Arab-Israel 
settlement. 


two months to serve as body- 
guards for Palestinian officials. 


Christopher to meet Arafat 


Security is expected to be a 
key problem for PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat as he takes 


control of the Gaza Strip be- 
tween December and next 


Mr. Christopher will visit 
Tunisia next month for talks 
with Mr. Arafat on the Middle 
East peace process. PLO and 


Israeli and Palestinian repre- 
sentatives Tuesday began a 
second round of talks in Paris 
on how to run the economy in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
after the Israeli pullout. 

Nearly two dozen repre- 
sentatives sat down at a Paris 
hotel Tuesday afternoon for 
meetings scheduled to run until 
Thursday, said Israeli diploma- 
tic officials. 

No agenda was given, but 
tax-raising powers have been 
among the issues. In the first 
round of talks last week , nego- 
tiators agreed to the right of 
the Palestinians to set econo- 
mic priorities and make their 
own economic decisions. 


best male lead in the same fib a 
about life in a present-day 
French suburb. The newly 
established 10,000 kronor 
($12*500) prize for best script, 
the Montblanc Culture Prize 
Sweden, went to Britain’s 
Mike Leigh, who wrote and 
directed the film Naked, which 
won the prize for best direction 
at the Cannes film Festival lag;' 




Muerta”, while Fear Of A 
Black Hat by Rusty Cundieft 
shared the prize Cot Best De- 
but Film with “Mile BoUe 
Blue” by Leone Pompuaa. 
The film Child Murders was 
awarded the Best Photography 
Prize. . - - 


Pakistan plans 
all-women police 
stations 


Iraq links monitoring to pledge to end sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Iraq is asking for assur- 
ances from the Security Coun- 
cil that the international oil 
embargo on Baghdad be lifted 
before it agrees to allow long- 
term monitoring of its weapons 
programmes, diplomatic 
sources said Monday. 

The sources spoke as discus- 
sions were being held at U.N. 
headquarters on efforts to 
establish a monitoring system 
as outlined in Security Council 
resolutions at the end of the 


sions, but added that Baghdad 
was seeking “cooperation on 


both sides. 

The talks also included dis- 
cussions on recent clashes 


the northern and southern 
parts of the country,” said a 
report by the U.N. Human 


report by the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission’s special 
rapporteur. Max van der Stoel. 


along the Iraq-Kuwait border, 
and Mr. Jesus said Mr. Aziz 


Gulf war to ensure that Iraq 
does not develop weapons or 


does not develop weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Security Council President 
Jose Lois Jesus of Cape Verde 
said Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz was “showing 
cooperation’* in the discus- 


denied Iraqi forces provoked 
the incidents. 

Separately, a U.N. report 
released Monday said Baghdad 
continues to repress Kurds in 
northern Iraq and Shiite Mus- 
lims in the marshlands of the 
south with discriminatory eco- 
nomic policies and military ac- 
tions. 

“The government has acted 
in a discriminatory fashion in 
its distribution of food and 
health care ... to the detriment 
of the human rights of the 
general populations living in 


The report noted that com- 
munities and fields under cul- 
tivation had been subjected to 
“indiscriminate bombard- 
ments" by the Iraqi army. 

Mr. Am has set up private 
meetings with 14 or the 15 
council members. Diplomats 
said U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright had not 
accepted the invitation for 
talks. 


Gulf war ceasefire resolution. 

Imports to Iraq are tied to 
other council demands, such as 
human rights obligations and 
recognising the Kuwaiti 
border. 


Iraq says it has met most of 
the demands on destroying its 
nuclear, biological, chemical 


nuclear, biological, chemical 
and ballistic weapons, Mr. 
Aziz said that without oil its 


economy has been crippled 
and its population is suffering, 


and its population is 
Mr. Jesus reported. 


Iraq was put under stringent 
sanctions after its invasion of 


Kuwait in August 1990. The oil 
embargo is linked to scrapping 
Iraq’s weapons of mass des- 
truction, according to a 1991 


Mr. Jesus raised the inci- 
dents on foe Kuwaiti border, 
including two marches into 
Kuwait by Iraqis protesting the 
new U.N. demarcation line 
which has put some of its far- 
mers on foe Kuwaiti side on 
foe frontier. 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan is to set up police 
stations staffed exdtravdy by 
women to prevent sexual 
harassment by male pofiee, a 
senior official said. Mistreat- 
ment of female suspects at 
police stations has been a focal 
point of women’s -orga- 
nisations and an issue fre- 
quently highlighted ; by foe 
national, press. Pakistan’s 
police force already has a small 
number of female officers, but 
more would have to be trained 
to meet the new staffrog plans. 
The stations would initially be 
established in four large cities 
in Punjab, the country's most 
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in the Punjab. Mr. H&yat said 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 


to's govemmenLwoujd also set 


up special courts , for 
“The present gpvenn&Bt will 
do its utmost to upfiftwomea,’' 
Mr. Hayat said. 


GCC slams Iran on Abu Musa, assails Iraq 


'.1C TW 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Interior ministers of foe Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Tuesday renewed their coun- 
tries' backing of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) in ha 
dispute with Iran over three 
strategic islands. 

A communique summing up 
two days of talks among foe 
ministers of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Oman and the UAE also 
landed Abu Dhabi's efforts to 
negotiate a settlement with 
Iran over foe islands of Abu 
Musa, Greater Tunb and Les- 
ser Tunb.. 

The dispute dates back to 


1971 when Iran seized foe 
three islands. Iran later agreed 
to share sovereignty over Abu 
Musa with the UAE but last 
year proclaimed itself sole 
owner of the island. 

The ministerial meeting was 
designed to prepare recom- 
mendations to be submitted to 
the annual summit of GCC 
leaders on Dec. 20 in Saudi 
Arabia. 

In their communique, they 
urged firm international action 
to rein in Iraq following shoot- 
ing incidents along foe border 
with Kuwait. 

“The ministers call for a 
strong international stand 


against the Iraqi regime until it 
implements all UTN. resolu- 
tions related to its aggression 
against Kuwait," said foe com- 
munique, referring to interna- 
tional decisions that followed 
foe 1991 Gulf war. 

They also urged the release 
of more than 800 detainees 
Iraq allegedly has been holding 
since its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

The communique made no 
reference to any agreement on 
a proposal for open borders 


■told reporters. “It was a suc- 
cessful meeting that reflected 
out keen interest in support- 
ing... coordination and coop- 
eration among our security 
organisations.’ 

The statement said the 
ministers discussed a joint 


Briton pays $7,460 
for 1834 bottle 
of wine 


CALAIS, France (AFP) — A el- 


British buyer lias paid 44,000 
French francs (£5,000 or -v. - 
$7,460) for a bottle of white ?:t<\ 
wine produced in 1834 — 19 ^Jr- - 
years after the Battle of Water- 
loo — an auction house here .r • r 
said. The buyer, whose identi- ‘ : ;;i 
ty was kept secret, was a “tfis- i 
tmgvnshed and discreet grade- " 
man, not at all a .celebrity", 
auctioneer Eric Pillon sad- tag*. 
The price was paid for a bathe 
of sweet white Sautcrnes *wer 
Chateau Yquem 1834 during . 
an auction in which 29 labels > w\\ 
from Chateau Mouton Roth- f 
shild from 1945 to 1973 were ; 
sold for 15,400 francs. Mr. " ■ 
Pillon, who specialises in sell- > 
ing old bottles of wine to rich . 
collectors, said that the price : . 
paid for the labels was a re- 
cord. The sale of 850 lots 
raised 1.5 million franca -7.^.. 
($255,000), One of foe central a 
.features was a ma gn um of Vr. - . 
Chateau Mouton Kothshild „ 

1946 which fetched 26,000-f<: ( v 
francs. The average price paid >: t 
for bottles of 19th century..^ ’, 
wine, and dated particolariy -.V ! 
1849, 1856 and- I860, was.l^ ‘ 
25,000 francs. A French buyer ^ 
paid 2,550 francs per bottle for s n ’ v 
a lot of 30 bottles of 1830 ^ 
cognac. Mr. Pillon said " 

most of the buyers, who were ^ 
regular figures in the auction . ; 

room, came from Bel gram and :- A r 
Britain. V " 


security strategy drawn up by 
their undersecretaries ana 
agreed to bolster security coor- 
dination to guarantee stability 
in foe region. 

But it made no mention of 
plans to allow GCC citizens to 
enter member states on identi- 
ty cards, an issue the ministers 
earlier said would be dis- 
cussed. 


among foe six countries or a 
plan for a joint police force. 


UAE Interior Minister 
Mohammad Saeed Al Badi 


Syrians see breakthrough during 
Christopher visit, seek commitment 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


ance to allow external scru- 


tiny of its economy; an inevit- 
able course of events if it 


AMMAN — Syria, effective- 
ly the last holdout in the 
two-year-old Middle East 
peace process, believes that a 
breakthrough could be 
achieved in its negotiations 
with Israel with “new ideas” 
to be discussed during the 
visit next month of U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, diplomatic 
sources said Tuesday. 

The basic position of the 
Syrians, according to foe 
sources, is based on their 
confidence that their de- 
mands could be and would be 
met, given the recent break- 
through in the Palestinian- 
Israeli track of negotiations 
and the agreement on an 
agenda for a peace accord 
between Jordan and the Jew- 
ish state. 

An integral part of the 
Syrian approach is also a de- 
mand for unconditional Arab 
and international aid, they 
said. 

“Syria does not believe in 
international donors’ confer- 
ences, regional cooperation, 
multilateral investments, 
joint ventures, etc.,’’ said a 
Western source. “As far as 
Damascus is concerned all 
these could wait and mater- 
ialise in good time. It believes 
in aid when it is delivered and 


were to follow the method 
that foe international com- 
munity adopted in raising 
funds for Palestinian self-rule 
under the Sept. 13 agreement 
signed between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 


At the same time, Dams- 
cus is also aware of the “de- 
licacy of foe situation.'’ said 
an Arab diplomat. "They 
know very well that there is 
an even chance that things 
could go foe other way; the 
U.S. and Israel as well as 


others could get exasperated 

i a i- 


with Syria’s political demands 
and decide that the Svrian- 


and decide that the Syrian- 
Israeli track could wait.” 


will not accept anyone brea- 
thing down its neck to see 
what it is doing with the 
assistance." 

The source was underlining 
the long-time Syrian reluct- 


“Any time Syria finds 
things tilting towards that 
direction it will move fast to 
put things right," said the 
diplomat. “But then, the 
question is what are the para- 
meters that guide Syrian 
thinking, and when wll it 
deride the time a is right.” 

Analysts believe that Syria 
is fully aware of the wideheld 
perception that criticism 
should be levelled at those 
who have not made progress 
with Israel rather than those 
who have moved ahead, like 
foe PLO, which has signed 
foe interim self-rule agree- 
ment, and Jordan, which for- 
malised an agenda for a 
peace treaty with the Jewish 
state once ail issues on the 
agenda are resolved. 

But then, analysts say, the 
best bet Syria has in this 


context is an assurance that 
no Arab party would sign a 
separate peace treaty with 
Israel outside foe framework 
of a comprehensive settle- 
ment of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

During his visit to Damas- 
cus on Sunday, His Majesty 
King Hussein and Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
reaffirmed that no Arab par- 
ty would sign a peace agree- 
ment with Israel before simi- 
lar accords are reached be- 
tween foe Jewish state and 
other parties involved in the 
peace process, official 
sources said. 

In the meantime, if Jordan 
enters any accord with Israel 
to address some of its press- 
ing concerns such as the res- 
toration of its water rights, 
return of Jordanian land and 
other measures necessary to 
maintain the momentum of 


withdrawal from the strategic 
plateau to be followed by 


interim arrangements 

g uaranteed by the United 
cates. 


foe peace talks that should 
not be construed as a "Deace 


not be construed as a “peace 
treaty," officials said. 

The Syrians are counting 
on continued Arab economic 
and political boycott of Israel 
as foe best card that could be 
used to induce the Jewish 
state to make the necessary 
“concessions" to Damascus, 
diplomats said. 

At the same time, Damas- 
cus also “realise that others 
would not wait eternally for 
the Syrians to make up their 
minds and achieve progress 
with Israel,” and hence the 


“The most important ele- 
ment for Syrians is an Israeli 
acceptance that Golan be- 
longs to Syria,” said one 
source . “Syria is willing to 
consider its options from that 
take-off point.” 

The arrangements that are 
acceptable to Syria include 
the deployment of American 
troops in a dimilitarised zone 
on the Golan with a clear 
timetable for the total depar- 
ture of ail Israeli soldiers 
from foe Heights, the sources 
said. 

“At foe same time, Syria is 
willing to listen to other op- 
tions and ideas that could be 
tabled during the Christopher 
visit as long as those ideas 
and options are limited to the 


Space station 
to get new name 


WASHINGTON 
NASA is close to i 


problem in jts quest to Build & ftfc ■ .*’ 
space station: Choosing a new. 1 UA 
name. In the original plan fori-:,. . 
an orbiting laboratory m 1988, ' 


foe craft was christened Free- - * -t 


security aspect alone,” said 
thedipfomat. 

According to the diplomat. 


the Syrian argyment is that 
foe Israel-PLO accord shows 


dom, but President Bill Cfite-v. ..“sS 
ton has asked for a new name 
to go along with foe nc«. 
scaled-back operation being V 5 r< 


mounted with Russian fcdp.O -r 

XT a c a j . t * ,r„ J li 


Syrians seem to have “new 
ideas," foe diplomat said- 


ideas," foe diplomat said- 
The “new ideas,” accord- 
ing to the sources, envision a 
public Israeli recognition of 


little Israeli inclination to 
actually renim tem’toiy to 
foe Palestinians and as such 
the first Israeli move in the 
Syrian context should be to 
“establish beyond any 
reasonable doubt that it 
accepts Syrian sovereignty 
over foe Golan. 

“They are arguing that the 
world would see things falling 
into their places from the 
moment Israel is willing to 
publicly declare it has no 
claim to the Golan.” 


NASA is down to a short lisiaf^; 
five: Alliance, Alpha, Aurora' S' 5 -;- 
Sigma, Unity. The suggestions 
were put forward by 
industry employees throughout ly ' \ , 
the United States and mil be"? % 


scrutinised by NASA officials' 


m Washington before NASA 
Administrator Dan Gddm and ,i?> ' 

the White House settle on one' ,/! n ^ 
name. Mr. Cbnton could contfv 1 .\{ 
up with a name of his own. Tbe” 5 . / 
hundreds of rejects included”' 


Adventure, Destiny, Newton 
and Phoenix. Spare-based con- r . , 

struction of the station is 
begin in .1997. «'e Vt / : 



